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King sands message to Singapore 

SINGAPORE (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah on Friday delivered a written message from His . 



enhancing relations between the two countries in various 
fields. Pnncc Abdullah thanked the Singaporean president 
on his country’s stands supporting Arab causes and lauded 
■Tn nfanffl^Singap nrean relations. Mr. Lee asked Prince 
Abdullah to convey his greetings to King Hussein and the 
Jordanian people. 
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Hariri, stung by criticism, 
says resignation is final 


Majali returns after Ghana, Tunisia 
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Vittorio ing doubts and preventing 
h * -1 nJd ■ -them from succeeding — as if 

*- L nrtfluL . t ui 4 e nAiulamna/l 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri publicly 
announced his decision to 
resign on Friday and warned 
that be would not change his 
mind. 

Mr. Hariri, stung by critic- 
ism, first said he would resign 
on Thursday at a special gov- 
ernment meeting. 

Speaking at the opening of 
an exhibition in Beirut on 
Fridav, the premier said he 
would “not gp back” on his 
latest decision, following ear- 
lier threats to resign. 

Mr. Hariri spoke bitterly of 
opposition against him since 
he came to power two years 
ago, especially accusations of 
corruption. He said he was 
resigning to protect recon- 
struction projects for Beirut’s 
war-bartered city centre. 

“For two years our efforts 
have stumbled more than 
once against obstacles aimed 
at hampering them, provok- 


= r, ddeab 
two monthi 


'Lebanon was condemned to 
political decay and under- 
development,” he said. 

“For two years we have 
tried to promote the recon- 
struction project, and for two 
years people have put up 


walls in front of us. 

“That is why we made our 
latest decision, a decision we 
won’t go back on, with the 
sole aim of defending the 
reconstruction project for 
Lebanon and securing its role 
in the region and in the 
world,” Mr. Hariri said. 

He added that he would 
“continue to work for the 
reconstruction of the state 
and the homeland, from 
either wi thin or outside of 
power.” 

The prime minister, whose 
speech was broadcast by offi- 
cial Lebanese television, 
attacked “those who ma V (> 
accusations of corruption to 
cover up their own corrup- 
tion and to stain others and 
society.” 

One memebr of Parliament 
Wednesday indirectly ac- 
cused Mr. Hariri of corrup- 
tion — - without naming him- 
— during the setting up of 
SoHdere, the company over- 
seeing reconstruction of 
Beirut. 

It was Mr. Hariri's first 
public statement since he in- 
formed President Elias Hrawi 
of his “definitive wish to step 
down” during a stormy meet- 
ing of the cabinet. 

However, the prime minsi- 


ter still had not formally pre- 
sented bis letter of resigna- 
tion to ther president, and 
would not do so unitl after 
talks with Syrian leaders in 
Damascus on Sunday, an 
advisor said. 

Mr. Hariri is to meet Sy- 
rian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Kaddam in Damascus, 
according to his advisor 
Nhuad Mashnuq. 

Analysts here believe that 
the final decision on his res- 
ignation will be taken by 
Damascus, which has 35,000 
troops in Lebanon and pulls 
the political strings in Benut. 

A source dose to Mr. 
Hariri said earlier he dted 
irreconcilable differences 
with House Speaker Nabih 
Bern and his supporters in 
the government, as the 
reason for offering his res- 
ignation. 

Mr. Hrawi has refused to 
accept the resignation and 
Mr. Hariri responded by 
going borne and refusing to 
work — the third time he has 
staged a one-man strike since 
becoming prime minister. 

He stayed at home for a 
week last May, causing fears 
for Lebanon’s future and a 
$237 million run on the 
Lebanese pound. 



Rafik Hariri 

Mr. Hariri, whose personal 
foitune is estimated a $4 bil- 
lion, has launched an ambi- 
tious programme to rebuild 
Lebanon from the 1975-90 
civil war and regain its role as 
a Middle East financial cen- 
tre. 

He has brought Lebanon 
monetary stability, a steady 
capital inflow and increased 
peace and security and has 
begun rebuilding roads, tele- 

(Con tinned on page 7) 
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Team back from Tel Aviv 
after scouting for embassy 
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By Caroline 
-' Special ro the Jordan Times 

mm 

- ■ AMMAN — A Jordanian 
Foreign Ministry delegation 
returned home from Tel Aviv 
on Monday after holding 
talks with Israeli officials on 

Berim'sfaifi opening a Jordanian embassy 
-m Tel Avjv and leasing resi- 

Hciei AC:C/ dences for the Jordanian 

’’i.-.mn rfl*' 1 1 ambassador and diplomats. 

. i mg re... ^ head of th £ ddega . 

tion, Omar Rifai, who heads 
a special bureau at the Fore- 
. ign Ministry, said the delega- 
tion was familiarised during 
its two-day visit with places 
proposed to house the 
embassy and the residence of 
the ambassador to Israel as of 
Dec. 10, the deadline for the 
.. two countries to open embas- 
sies in accordance with the 
. peace treaty signed between 
' • die two countries Oct. 26. 

Mr. Rifai said it was not 
yet decided on the location of 
the embassy since the delega- 
‘ tion stayed in Israel for a 
short period, but said it was 
natural for the embassy to be 
. in northern Tel Aviv, adding 
. that the ambassador’s resi- 
dence will be in Hertzelia 
area where other ambassa- 
dors in Israel reside. 

i- .rlifi Mr. Rifai said final 

arrangements for opening the 

C-' ; - s * L Jordanian and Israeli embas- 

- 


sres and discussing other- 
issues related to diplomatic 
matters during a three-day 
meeting between the two 
rides are due to open in 
Amman Sunday. 

He said an Israeli delega- 
tion headed by a senior 
Israeli foreign ministry offi- 
cial, Yuri Halvon, will arrive 
in Amman to complete 
arrangements for renting the 
premises of the Israeli embas- 
sy in Amman. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times the two rides 
might rent suites at hotels to 
serve as embassies in view of 
the short period of time left 
for them to meet the Dec. 10 
deadline. 

The sources said they ex- 
pected the celebrations mark- 
ing the opening of embassies 
in the two countries would be 
limited to members of the 
diplomatic missions. 

According to the sources, 
the Jordanian government 
has not yet received an Israeli 
nomination of its ambassador 

The sources said some of 
the persons suggested to 
serve as ambassador are, de- 
puty head of die Israeli secret 
service Ephraim Halevy, 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Yuri Gal and Deputy Foreign 
Minister Eitan Ben Tzur. 


Israel, Syria say 
no imposed deal 


TEL AVIV (Agencies)' — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Friday sought to 
put the onus back on Syria 
ahead of the seventh U.S. 
Middle East peace initiative 
year, saying no one could 
impose an agreement on 
Damascus. 

“If Syria prefers the cur- 
rent situation, no one can 
impose peace on it,” Mr. 
Rabin said. “The Syrians 
cannot impose peace on us 
and we cannot impose it on 
them.” 

The comment at a press 
lunch came after Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad 
charged Israel was to blame 
for the stalemate and refused 
to make the next move. 

“If it is imperative to 
choose between the current 
situation or accepting Israel’s 
demands, I will choose the 
current situation,” Mr. Assad 
said Thursday. 

Mr. Rabin countered: 
“Assad’s statement should 
neither particularly frighten 
nor appease us. 

“I prefer to wait for Secret- 
ary of State Christopher to 
come and find out what the 
Syrians want.” 

Mr. Christopher is due m 
Israel and Syria between 
Tuesday and Thursday in a 


hew bid to bridge the gap 
between the two enemies. 

Mr. Rabin went on to re- 
new complaints about the 
lack of “a negotiating chan- 
nel with Damascus as with 
the Palestinians.” He also 
criticised Syria for not “defin- 
ing what they understand by 
peace and the price they are 
ready to pay.” 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said he was optimistic 
about prospects for peace 
with Syria despite the charges 
from President Assad. 

“I am always an optimistic 
man, but I wish it could move 
a little bit quicker on the 
ground,” Mr. Peres told Reu- 
ters in Budapest on the mar- 
gins of a Socialist Interna- 
tional meeting. 

Mr. Assad also said on 
Thursday after talks in 
Damascus with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
that Israel was malting de- 
mands that were unaccept- 
able to Syria. 

Mr. Peres denied Israel 
had made any demands other 
than that negotiations be able 
to Stan without prior condi- 
tions. 

“Israel has suggested to 
start negotiations without 

(Continued on page 7) 


Tzur calls for three 
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Palestinian enclaves 




OCCUPIED Jerusalem 
(Agencies) — Israel should 
establish three major Palesti- 
nian enclaves free from Jew- 
ish settlements on the West 
Bank as a part of a final 
peace agreement. Agricul- 
ture Minister Yaakov Tzur 
said Friday. 

“Inside these large en- 
claves, the settlements should 
be removed,” Mr. Tzur said, 
adding to growing calls for 
Mme Jewish colonies to be 
dismantled for security 
reasons. 

Mr. Tzar, known as a Labour Party 
‘‘hawk," said that the 
three enclaves would cover 
naif the West Bank, but he 
did not give any other detail. 

Under the 1993 declaration 
of principles for autonomy, 
negotiations on a permanent 
agreement are not due to 
stMt until May 1996. 

Israel is showing great re- 
luctance to proceed to the 

next stage of Palestinian 
autonomy under which the 
®riny will pull out of Palesti- 
nian towns on the West Bank 
fallow elections to take 

.The military fears it will bo- 
W '^possible to protect the 
120.000 settlers scattered 
a P r oss some 150 villages. 


A major government de- 
bate is due to be held on 
Sunday on how to proceed 
with autonomy ahead of 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in Cairo next week. 

Settlers* leaders told AFP 
on Thursday that they have 
drawn up a plan to regroup 
the colonies for a final agree- 
ment. 

Shilo Gal said that re- 
grouping would create “a ter- 
ritorial unity between the 
different settlements, which 
s an advantage at the admi- 
•istrative and security 

•vels.” 

“This plan calls for die 
c nstruction of roads which 
by-pass Palestinian communi- 
ties and link the different 
settlements, where security 
will be provided only by the 
Israeli army.” be said. 

On Wednesdasy. the chair- 
man of Israel’s powerful par- 

■ _ ^ 


liam entary committee for de- 
fence and foreign affairs, Ori 
Orr, also urged the govern- 


ment to group settlements in 
blocks to improve security. 

“Small settlements spread 
across the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip should be grouped 
into zones which are easy to 
defend,” Orr said. 


Arafat and Hamas form 
panel to end differences 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) leader 
Yasser Arafat met with an 
Islamic opposition leader m 
Gaza Friday and formed a 
reconciliation committee to 
work out future differences 
and prevent violence. 

The meeting between Mr. 
Arafat and Hamas leader 
Mahmoud Zahar ended two 
weeks of tense uncertainty in 
the Gaza Strip, sparked by a 
bloody confrontation be- 
tween PLO-Jed Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
police and Islamic activists on 
Nov. 18 that left 15 dead. 

“Both sides agreed this 

morning that the most impor- 
tant thing is to try and over- 
come obstacles and conquer 
this crisis,” said Arafat advi- 
sor Ahmad Tibi. 

“The Palestinians cannot 
achieve peace without being 
unified,” be added. 

Mr. Arafat faced off 
against the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas, af- 
ter Israel demanded that he 
cracked down on militants 
responsible for attacks that 
left 32 Israelis dead in Octo- 
ber and November alone. 

Hamas and the more hard- 

line Islamic Jihad organisa- 


tion oppose the peace accord 
that Israel signed with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat cannot afford 
to ignore the grassroots sup- 
port for the militant groups, 
especially among the poor, 
and is trying to woo them into 
participating in his self-rule 
government. 

Dr. Tibi said Friday's 
meeting was the start of a 
“real dialogue between the 
sides.” 

Another Israeli-Arab who 
served as a mediator. Sheikh 
Abdullah Nimr Darwish. cal- 
led the meeting “a gate of 
hope for the Palestinians.” 

Mr. Darwish said that 
Hamas do longer rejected an 
Arafat-appointed judiciary 
probe in the Nov. 18 vio- 
lence and had agreed to drop 
accusations blaming the PNA 
for the clashes until investiga- 
tors published their results. 

“It was a warm and fruitful 

meeting between myself and 
my brother and what we have 
agreed on is good for both 
sides.” Dr. Zahar told the 
Associated Press. 

Dr. Tibi said the nine- 
member committee, that in- 
cludes Hamas and PLO offi- 
cials as well as two Israeli 
Arabs, would meet Saturday. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
returned home Friday after a 
four-day tour which took him 
to Ghana and Tunisia. In 
Tunis, he met with Tunisian 
President Zine A1 Abidine 
Ben Ali. 

Dr. Majali also met with 
senior officials in Ghana and 
Tunisia for talks on bilateral 
relations and means of en- 
hancing them. 

Dr. Majali briefed these 
officials on the latest de- 
velopments in the Middle 
East peace process and Jor- 
dan’s role in bringing it to 
fruition. 

In an arrival statement at 
Amman airport. Dr. Majali 
said his visit to Accra, the 
capital of Ghana, was ex- 
tremely important since it 
accomplished something he 


plans Amman c 

“worked for over the. past 14 
years.” 

Dr. Majali, who partici- 
pated in the meetings of the 
board of trustees of the Un- 
ited Nations University, said 
the board had agreed to 
establish an academy in Am- 
man to train junior govern- 
ment officials during 1995. 

The academy would offer 
training to promising govern- 
ment leaders from 160 na- 
tions who would be discus- 
sing domestic, regional and 
international affairs. 

The United Nations Uni- 
versity was established in 
Japan in 1973 and started 
operations in 1975. 

With lectures m En glish , 
French, and Spanish, the uni- 
versity provides post- 
graduate training to scholars 
from different countries with 


special focus on the role and 
activities of the U.N. and its 
Charter. 

The university aims at 
enabling the countries of the 
developing world to find 
proper means to settle their 
problems via help from adv- 
anced nations. 

The university, which is 
funded by Japan, is governed 
by a board of directors com- 
prised of 28 members 
appointed for a six-year term 
by the U.N. secretary general 
and the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Sdentific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO) 
director general. 

Dr. Majali said that during 
his two-day visit to Ghana he 
met with the vice-president of 
Ghana and briefed him on 
the latest developments in 
the Middle East. 


He said he and the Gha- 
naian official stressed the 
need to enhance cooperation 
between the two countries in 
various fields, noting that a 
delegation from Ghana will 
visit Jordan for talks in this 
regard. 

The prime minister said 
Ghana was in need of qual- 
ified manpower and pointed 
out that Jordan was able to 
meet that need. 

On his visit to Tunisia, Dr. 
Majali said be conveyed to 
Mr. Ben Ali verbal messages 
.from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and his Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent. 

“I briefed His Excellency 
on all dimensions of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 

(Coutinued on page 7) 


28 in fair to serious condition 

■ 

after bus accident that killed 9 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Twenty-eight 
survivors of a road accident 
that claimed the lives of nine 
people Thursday on a desert 
road in the south were listed 
in fair to serious condition 
Friday. Some accident vic- 
tims were transferred to hos- 
itals in Amman, Civil De- 
ence Department (CDD) 
and police sources said. 

The passengers, mostly 
Palestinian nationals, were 
travelling from, the West 
Bank on their way to Saudi 
Arabia on a pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

The accident, which occur- 
red near Qatraneh, 100 


£ 


kilometres south of Amman, 
at about 4:30 p.m., was like 
many other before it, the 
result of speeding and 
dangerous overtaking, police 
said. 

It took place when the 
driver of the 36-passenger 
bus Taleb Mustafa, overtook 
a vehicle and was speeding, 
said Colonel Hamad Ghaza- 
wi. 

In a statement to Jordan 
Television Thursday, Col. 
Ghazawi said that the bus 
driver lost control of the bus, 
which overturned to its left 
side, and slid down for more 
than 100 metres before com- 
iong to a final stop. 

All casualties were trans- 
ferred to Karak government 


and military hospitals by 
police and CDD rescue units. 
Nine were pronounced dead 
on arrival. A few cases were 
transfen ed to Amman by 
helicopters. 

The dead were identified 
as: Dunia Mohammad Oseili, 
35, WaKd Saeed Smeirah, 42, 
Mariam Ahmad Abdul 
Hamid, 34, Abdullah Abdul 
Karim Abdullah, 29; Osama 
Mohammad Khleif, 31, 
Rateb Khatabeh, 24, Aqel 
Abed Rabbo Abu Salab,- 56, 
Zabra Mohammad Abdul 
Hamid, 44, and Avirad Deeb 
Mohammad. 

According to officials at 
Karak hospital, of 21 victims 

(C ontinu ed ob page 7) 


Regent asks 
that victims 
get proper 
•treatment 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Friday condoled 
the families of the victims of 
the accident and expressed 
deep sorrow and grief. He 
called on the concerned au- 
thorities to increase efforts to 
insure that all citizens are 
abiding by traffic safety reg- 
ulations, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

Prince Hassan instructed 
the governors of Amman, 
Zarqa, Karak, Ma’an and 
Irbjd to visit the victims and 
to ensure that they receive 
the appropriate care. 
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Palestinian election 
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crucial to peace 


t v 


process 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Holding national elections 
“■ 1 for Palestinians in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip is 
the issue that will "make or 
break" the Middle East 
peace process, according to 

- Saeb Erakat. chairman of the 
■' ’ Palestinian Election Commis- 

sion and minister of local 
■'••• government in the Palesti- 
■" nian Authority. 

He said that if elections are 

- not held in the near future. 
T- the Palestinian-Israeli nego- 
1 ' nations on implementing the 

Olso accords will be derailed. 
“And if the Palestinian' 
.- Israeli track collapses.” he 
warned, the remaining Arab- 
* - . Israeli tracks would not come 

- -j to fruition. 

Dr. Erakat was the lead 
speaker at a symposium held 
Wednesday at Georgetown 
University and sponsored by 

- the Centre for Policy Analy- 
sis on Palestine (CPAP) and 
the university's Centre for 
Contemporary Arab Studies 
(CCAS). 

The other speakers in- 
. eluded Professor Ziad Abu 
J. Amr of Bir Zeit University in 
the West Bank. Rabab Abdul 
. Hadi of the Union of Palesti- 
nian Women’s Association in 
“ North America, and Thomas 
O. Melia, director of Prog- 
rammes of the National 
~~ Democratic Institute in 
Washington. 

The day's first salvo was 

• fired by Dr. Hisham Sharabi. 
chairman of CPAP and a 
Georgetown University pro- 
fessor. on Yasser arafat. 

• chairman of the Palestine Li- 
be ration Organisation (PLO) 

C ' and head of the Palestine 
Authority, and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

He blamed the delay in 
implementing the Palestinian 
elections, one of the key 
l- points in the declaration of 
principles (DoP) signed be- 
tween Israel and the PLO, on 
Mr. Arafat himself and “his 
autocratic, inept leadership” 

- and on Rabin whom. Dr. 
Sharabi said, wants to con- 

. tinue the peace process yet 
.“maintain the .occupation of. 
the West Bank- and ■ half of 
Gaza.” where-'some Israeli 
. settlements remain within the 
... self-rule coastal strip. 

Dr. Sharabi saw Mr. Ara- 
- fat as failing to grasp “the 
gravity of the situation" and 
rather than mobilise the 
abundant Palestinian talent, 
**has chosen to surround him- 
self with an ineffectual fol- 
lowing of psychopaths and 
hangere-on who present no 
threat to his absolute pow- 
er." He also accused the 
Rabin government of follow- 
ing the “traditional Zionist 
practice... of coercion, 
domination, and rejection of 
the Palestinians' rights.” 

He also expressed dis- 
appointment with the Clinton 
Administration's lukewarm 
commitment to Palestinian 
elections — a point shared by 
Erakat. 

But Dr. Melia, who spoke 
about the experiences of ther 
fledgling democracies, sought 
to correct this assessment. He 
pointed our that the U.S. 
government has contracted 
through the Agency for Inter- 
national Development with 
three nongovernment orga- 
nisations — The National 
Democratic Institute, the In- 
ternational Foundation for 
Electoral Systems and the In- 
ternational Republican Insti- 
tute — to help Palestinians 
prepare for the elections. Af- 
ter the session. Dr. Melia 
reported he was flying to the 
West Bank that evening for 
this purpose. 

Dr. Erakat recalled that 
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the DoP accord stipulated at 
least three prerequisites be- 
fore elections can be held — 
Israeli military re- 
deployment outside the 
urban centres, review of 
military laws and transfer of 
authority to the Palestinians. 

But. he continued, the 
Israelis keep injecting new 
issues in their talks to the 
point that he is now not sure 
what they want. “We have 
done our homework.” he 
continued and the Palestine 
Authority is ready to proceed 
forthwith. 

Among the “delaying tac- 
tics” the Israelis have come 
up with, he mentioned are 
their demands that: 

— The proposed Palesti- 
nian council should have 
administrative and executive 
but not legislative powers. 

— Only Those Palestinians 
who support the peace pro- 
cess should be allowed to 
vote, 

— Amendment of the 
clause in the Palestinian char- 
ter which called for the eli- 
mination of Israel, and, 

— Any Israeli troop re- 
deployment would be tem- 
porary and not permanent. 

Dr. Erakat wondered 
aloud whether the Israelis 
who do not support the peace 
process would likewise be de- 
nied participation in the next 
Israeli general elections. 

He went on to praise Egypt 
and the European Union — 
“our partners" — for their 
support in the Palestinian 
preparations for the elections 
and expressed regret that the 
American government was- 
not as forthcoming. 

“If we do not have elec- 
tions as soon as possible,” he 
continued, “the Israeii- 
Palestinian track will col- 
lapse.” And, he warned, if 
that collapses, the other 
tracks, “even the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty," will not 
survive. 

He briefly discussed the 
just-completed electoral law 
which he said was favourably 
received by European na- 
tions. .The new. law.provides 
for a Centra] Electoral Com- 
mission formed of five mem- 
bers to be appointed by the 
PLO chairman: three senior 
Palestinian judges and two 
presidents of Palestinian uni- 
versities. 

He said all Palestinians 18 
years or older and residing in 
the two Palestinian territories 
can vote. 

The proposed council will 
have 100 m embe rs. 

Dr. Abu Amr reported on 
the effort of the Independent 
Group for Palestinian Elec- 
tions and their proposed elec- 
toral system, which calls for 
the establishment of a 100- 
member council with two 
chambers, one executive of 
20 members and the other, 
legislative, of the remaining 
members. 

He said his group, formed 
of academicians and promin- 
ent Palestinians like Haidar 
Abdul Shafi, head of the 
Palestinian team to the Mad- 
rid peace conference, felt 
that such a council would 
allow opposition groups to 
participate without having to 
endorse the Oslo accord. 
Only the executive chamber 
will be bound by the Oslo 
agreement. Dr. Abu Amr ex- 
plained. 

He and Dr. Erakat re- 
minded the audience that 
either electoral law is in- 
tended to cover the current 
interim period and a new 
electoral law will have to be 
worked out once the final 
status of the two occupied 
territories is determined. 


‘CENSORSHIP’: Palestinians read a very rare copy of a 
daily paper in Gaza City as Palestinian police continue to 
confiscate newspapers. Distribution of Arabic-language 
dailies as weO as tbe Jerusalem Post were 


without any explanation as the Palestinian authority started 
a campaign of intimMation against the press in fire Gaza 
Strip (AFP photo) 


UAE urges dialogue on island dispute 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) marked 23-yearsof its 
independence on Friday with 
a call for a dialogue with Iran 
to resolve their dispute over 
three strategic Gulf island. 

President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan said 
the emirates wanted good re- 
lations with Tehran but it 
would pursue its bid to regain 
sovereignty on the tiny is- 
lands of Abu Musa. Greater 
Tunb and Lesser Tunb. 

“The UAE adopts a firm 
policy towards its neighbours 
based on brotherhood, for- 
giveness and good neigh- 
bourliness,” he said in a 
national day address carried 
by the official news agenev 
Warn. 

“Within this framework, it 
reiterates its call for our 
brothers in Iran to resort to 
an objective and constructive 
dialogue or to international 
arbitration to resolve the 
problem of our occupied is- 
lands.” 


Iran has rebuffed the idea 
of international arbitration, 
saying the dispute must be 
tackled through direct nego- 
tiations. 

Negotiations were held in 
Abu Dhabi in September 
1992 but collapsed three days 
later after the UAE accused 
the Iranians of refusing to 
discuss the Tunbs. 

The UAE later rejected an 
Iranian invitation for resump- 
tion of the talks in Tehran, 
saying it does not want any 
preconditions. 

The dispute flared anew 
when the emirates charged 
Iranian authorities expelled 
hundreds of Arab citizens on 
Abu Musa and annexed the 
UAE pan of the island they 
have shared under a British- 
brokered agreement since 
1971. 

More than 700 people live 
in Abu Musa, which is 
claimed by the emirate of 
Sharjah and has an area of 
around 25 square kilometres. 
The two other islands which 


are claimed by the emirate 
Ras A1 Khaimah and are 
uninhabited. 

The three islands control 
the vital Hormuz Strait, the 
only gateway of the Gulf 
through which nearly one 
fifth of the world ' 5 oil sup- 
plies pass. 

The dispute has hurt poli- 
tical ties between Iran and 
the UAE but trade has not 
been affected, with the 
Tehran remaining the top 
reexport market for the emi- 
rates. 

The reexports surged to 
S3. 63 billion dirhams (S989 
million) in 1993 from 3.13 
billion dirhams (SS52 million) 
in 1992 and 2.6 billion 
dirhams (S708 million) in 
1991. 

Gulf Arab leaders, holding 
their annual summit in 
Bahrain on Dec. 19. are ex- 
pected to renew calls on Iran 
to quit the islands, a position 
rhai has drawn sharp criticism 
from Tehran in the previous 
vears. 


The dispute was the sub- 
ject of a three-day sympo- 
sium held in Ras Al Khaimah 
this week under the auspices 
of the Cairo-based Arab 
League. The symposium en- 
ded on Thursday with recom- 
mendations for intensifying 
campaigns worldwide to 
force Iran to relinquish the 
islands. 

“Tbe participants call for more 
efforts to draw the attention 
of the world community and 
the United Nations Security 
Council that the continuation 
of the Iranian occupation of 
the Arab islands jeopardise 
Gulf and world security and 
stability.” they said in a state- 
ment. 

“They also call on all cultu- 
ral. social and intellectual in- 
stitutions in the region and 
outside it to increase their 
concern in this problem at all 
levels from next year and to 
introduce information about 
this national cause into Arab 
school syllabuses.” 


Israeli settlers said unsure of peace process 
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TVfir tfie current Middle Eas? 
peace process lead to a more 
stable Middle East? An 
Israeli settler currently visit- 
ing the U.S. isn't so sure. 

Yisrael Harel. chairman of 
the Yesha Council, a repre- 
sentative body for 140 Israeli 
communities, says that more 
than 300,000 Israeli settlers in 
the West Bank. Gaza Strip 
and the Golan Heights, are 
presently living in a state of 
uncertainty. 

A holocuast survivor and 
detainee in Cyprus following 
World War II. Mr. Harel is a 
novelist and former writer for 
Ma'artv. Israel's largest 
newspaper. He is now an 
editor of Nekudah, an Israeli 
monthly magazine of political 
and social commentary. 

Mr. Harel stressed that the 
Yesha Council is not a poli- 
tical organisation. He de- 
scribed it as a collection of 
villages which have banded 
together for greater security. 
Villages councils, he said. 


ass" Emergency legislation 
-such as recent resolutions 
which welcomed Ethiopian 
and Russian refugees into 
local homes until they are 
able to be resettled by the 
State of Israel. 

“Our main aim.” he told re- 
porters at the National Press 
Club Thursday.” is not to 

•m 

shape American policy but to 
see people (in the U.S.) who 
share our views.” 

Mr. Harel, who lives with 
his famiiv in the West Bank 
settlement of Ofira, described 
the current Israeli-Palestinian 
peace plan, which proposes 
that land be exchanged for 
peace, as a process few 
Israelis see as painless. “To- 
day, 15 months after the 
accord, morale is low in 
Israel, even among those who 
favoured the treaty.” he re- 
ported. 

Mr. Harel praised Presi- 
dent Clinton for his under- 
standing of Middle East 
issues after two years in office 


and commended the . Presi- 
dent for making a trip to 
Israel. However, he rejected 
the idea of sending American 
troops to the Golan Heights. 

“America should not inter- 
vene in Israel's fate. We 
don't want the U.S. (troops) 
to die for Israel.” he said. 
“America is preoccupied 
with its own problems (and) 
some matters should be 
solved in Jerusalem in the 
Knesset, nor (in) the U.S. 
Congress." 

Mr. Harel also gave credit 
to Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin as “one who (has 
made) a big historical move.” 
But he expressed concern 
that “after 15 months, maybe 
(Rabin) made a mistake. 
Look at Israel on a map." he 
told the reporters. “For a 
country our size, there is no 
room for one mistake. When 
Israel signed the agreement 
with the PLO. (Rabin) was 
sure that after a few months 
Chairman Arafat would con- 
trol Arab sections. But he 


does not. Rabin j&Jiosing 
ground because' of violence." 

Mr. Harel also suggested 
that although Mr. Arafat as 
head of the Palestinian Au- 
thority was a logical choice, 
both he and Rabin may have 
signed their accord too soon 
— before working out secur- 
ity details in a satisfactory 
manner. It is not yet clear, he 
said, that the PLO chairman 
can retain the allegiance of 
the Palestinian Arabs he has 
claimed as his followers for so 
many years. 

“I don't know what Mr. 
Arafat can do," he admitted. 
“If he goes to war and slaugh- 
ters many Palestinians, he 
will fall. If he does not. he 
will fall anyway.” 

Mr. Harel suggested that 
Israel and the West Bank 
now have to think a bit more 
about what to do if Hamas, 
the Palestinian fundamental- 
ist group which rejects 
Israel's right to exist, con- 
tinues to gain ground on the 
PLO in the territories. 


Lebanon becomes observer at OAS 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The Permanent .Council of 
the Organisation of Amer- 
ican States (OAS) on 
Wednesday 

approved a resolution grant- 
ing observer status to Leba- 
non. Following is the text of 
the OAS announcement. 

The government of Leba- 
non obtained today perma- 
nent observer status before 


the Organisation of Amer- 
ican States (OAS) and 
pledged to contribute to clos- 
er relations between the Mid- 
dle Eastern nations and the 
34 active members of the 
regional system. 

The permanent council of 
the OAS approved today a 
resolution granting observer 
status to Lebanon, whose 
ambassador in Washington. 


Riad Tabbarah, had under- 
scored tbe importance of 
Lebanese communities 
throughout the Americas and 
the wishes of his country to 
fully participate in hemis- 
pheric cooperation program- 
mes. 

With the admission of 
Lebanon, there are now 32 
observers before the OAS. 
Tbe other ones are: Algeria, 


Angola. Austria, Belgium, 
Cyprus, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, the Holy 
See. Hungary, India, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Korea, Moroc- 
co. the Netherlands, Pakis- 
tan, Poland, Portugal, Roma- 
nia, the Russian Federation, 
Saudi Arabia, Spain, Switzer- 
land, Tunisia, Ukraine, and 
the European Community. 


Regent condoles Iran over Iraki 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, has sent a cable of condolences to 
Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani on the death of the 
Shiite leader, Grand Ayatollah Mohammad Alt Al Iraki. 
The Regent expressed his deep grief at the passing away of 
the Shiite clenc. praying that God may bless his soul. 

Islamic chamber of commerce in Niger . 

NIAMEY (R) — The Saudi president of the Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry arrived in Niger on 
Thursday at the head of the first delegation from the group 
to visit this impoverished West African country. Officials 
said Sheikh Ismael Abudawood’s delegation included 
businessmen from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates. Egypt. Indonesia and Pakistan. The chamber, 
affiliated to the Organisation of Islamic Conference which 
counts Niger as a member, was set up in 1978 to represent 
the private sector in Muslim countries and work towards 
creation of an Islamic common market. The delegation was 
to spend two days in Niger before travelling to Burkina 
Faso. 

Iranian exiles want probe into writer's death 

PARIS (R) — About 100 Iranian intellectuals m exile 
demanded on Thursday a United Nations probe into the 
death of dissidenr Iranian writer Ali Akbar Saidi Sirjani 
while in detention in Tehran. In a statement received in 
Paris, the signatories — writers, journalists, scientists and 
teachers — said the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
and an independent team of world writers should investi- 
gate the death and report to the U.N. Commission for 
Human Rights within three months. If Tehran did not 
allow ihe probe, intellectuals should bring pressure on their 
governments to close down Iran’s cultural offices and 
bureaux of the official Iranian news agency IRNA. they 
said. Several international human rights groups have 
already called for an independent investigation. Iran's 
official news agency IRNA has said Saidi Sirj;ini, who was 
reported to have died on Sunday of a heart attack in a 
Tehran hospital, was buried on Tuesday in Bchesht-e- 
Zahra cemetery south of Tehran in the presence of 

relatives and friends. 

■ 

Turkish Cypriots act against Nadir bank 

NICOSIA (R) — Turkish Cypriot authorities have 
obtained a court order against a bank owned by fugitive 
tycoon Asil Nadir for defaulting on $4.2 million in deposits 
for a pension fund, a minister of the breakaway state said. 
“We have taken legal action to make sure this money is not 
lost. We are not sure if the assets of the bank will be 
enough to meet this amount, but we have taken action to 
save the money of the workers," Ozkan Murat told 
reporters on Thursday night. Mr. Murat serves as minister 
of labour and social security in northern Cyprus, which is a 
breakaway state occupied by Turkish troops since a 1974 
invasion and recognised only by Turkey. Under the court 
order, Mr. Nadir will continue to operate the Kibris 
Endustri Bankasi but will not be able to sell its assets. Mr. 
Murat said the pension fond had deposited money to earn 
interest in tbe bank owned by Mr. Nadir, who fled to his 
native northern Cyprus in May 1993 after jumping bail in 
Britain to avoid facing trial on charges of theft 3nd false 
accounting over his collapse fruit-to-electronics conglomer- 
ate Polly Peck. Mr. Nadir, under severe economic distress, 
has also suspended the of citrus fruits - from 

growers and will close down his citrus packaging -and citrus 
juice extraction plants, his newspaper Kibris reported on 
Friday,. 






Samia Jamal dies at 70 


CAIRO (AFP) — Samia 
Jamal, the famous Egyp- 
tian belly dancer, has pas- 
sed away at the age of 70. 

Jamal, who has been suf- 
fering from cancer, died at 
heT home in Cairo in a 
coma that she slipped after 
a surgery. 

Ms. Jamal, popularly cal- 
led by the Egyptians as the 


“bare footed dancer.” was 
one of the most famous 
belly dancers of the Arab 
World and has featured in 
numerous movies filmed in 
the 1950s and 1960s. 

Jamal was married to the 
late Egyptian actor Rushdi 
Abaza who died of cancer 
several years ago. 


Anglican Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armeoftm Catholic Chnrdi Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Qmrdi Tel- 
775261. 

SC Eftfar ata C harcfa Td. 771753. 
652526. 

Ev ang eli ca l Lubern Church Td: 
824328. 




Yesterday's high temperat ure s: 
Amman 9 V Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 93 per cent. 
Aqaba 43 per cent. 


greg rtk m Tel. 664195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
of Nararae Tel.675691. 


Tel. 81I29S 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Tempcratures win continue to 
drop, so it will be oofcL doudy, and 
rainy with snow expected on over 
1000-metrc heights Saturday even- 
ing, snow is aqpoacd on over 800- 
metre heights with winds north- 
westerly acme. In Aqaba, skies 
will be doudy with a chance of rain. 
Winds vid be southerly active and 
seas rough. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 3/16 

Aqaba 8/16 

Deserts 2/8 

Jordan Valley 7/15 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. FaeuqNour 786680 

Dr. RatibZailoun 8SS685 

Dr. Jihad Zyadch 881148 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy ......... 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

• 

numh 

Dr. Akram Momani 248795 

AFquds ph arm a c y (— } 

ZASQAs 

Dr. Mufid Damn 98S522 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 061111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 61710) 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Scam Department .. fiMCG! 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Compteiots 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62310) 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electrichy Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Oueen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 


Greek Catbofic Hospital 
Ibe AJ Nafees Hospital .. 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Natphal .. 


'5 

100 



AMMAN: 

Hussein MccScal Cemrc 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

• 644281/6 

AkOcb Maternity. J. Amn. 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmetsani 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-MuashCr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaU *66127/37 

Al-Abti, Abdaii 664164/6 

ItaEan.AI-Mohajreen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Anay. Marla 891611/15 

Oueen Aha Hospital .... 602240/50 
Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA; 

ibn Sina Hospital 

^Quna M^ern Hospital (05WM0 

Princess Basina Hospital ...... (02)275555 


OUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) iarnmadoo 
department at tbe Oueen ABa 1th 
temanonal Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where ir should always be veri - 
&d. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

65:45 ..m.. Jakarta. Singapore 

69:15 Aqaba tW 

§9:25 Owiao 

ftMft New DclU 

ftfc55 Karachi. Dubai 

10:15 Beirut 

lfc2S Colombo (RJ! 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam 

1*59 Cairo 

17:55 London, Berihi (RJ) 


Frankfurt . Vienna ( RJ ) 

London, Aqaha (RJ i 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Vienna (OS) 

JJ'ff Rome. Lureaca (AZ) 

IS” Dubai (EK.) 

Beirut (ME) 

P® 0 *- Damascus ( AFy 

Cairo | MSI 

■■■■ Athens (OA) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (Rj) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

25S * Beirut (RJ) 

SIS LoyiphtRj) 

££ Behraio^CtohS JrJ} 

^—-■^SSSSR 

A *t»»w.oX('S! 

London (Rj{ 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

uiss 

** dK!§£! 

* Sanaa (fV) 


.. Larnaca (CV1 

<MS> 

£*“*1 Damascus. Paris (AFJ 

5®^® Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

HLIA2! RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman ... MX)a.m cvwt\ MaJhliy 
Damascus 5 OOp.m. 

vs. 7;3u &.m. CYtnr Sttsday 
Arr. Amoiii .... 5 Uip.m, every SundftV 


I'PfKT k^cr poop i„ fii> per kg 
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Jejuna IMukiuiuiur) .... 
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Grape FriiiV ■■ 

Lemon .. 
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^nion (drvi 

Orange 
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Spinach 

Tomato 
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Regent seeks to establish Euro- 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Thursday said that during his 
recent European tour he 
sough* to secure what be 
called a European-Middle 
Eastern security belt based 
on mutual cooperation and 
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Addressi n g a ceremony at 
the Royal Command and 
Staff Academy for the gra- 
duation of its 35th class, 
prince Hassan said that his 
meetings with European 
leaders constituted the first 
contact between Jordan and 
Europe after the conclusion 
of the Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty and reaffirmed Am- 
man’s endeavours to enhance 
security and cooperation in 
the region and in collabora- 
tion with the European coun- 
tries. 

Jordan has proved by word 
and deed its commitment to 
democracy, security and re- 
spect for human rights and 
/ has taken practical steps to- 
wards enhancing peace worl- 
dwide through contributions 
to the U.N. peace keeping 
Ibices in Bosnia and else- 
where, said the Regent. 

He said he has discussed 
with European leaders in 
Brussels economic aspects re- 
lated to peace in the region 
and Europe's assistance to 
the Kingdom in the peace 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
san, the Regent, Thursday addresses 


officers and new graduates of the Royal 
Staff College 


era. 


. Referring to the interna- 
tional economic conference 
in Amman by the middle of 
1995, the Regent said he in- 
vited die European nations to 
take active part in the meet- 
ing, which, he said, could 
pave the way for the first step 
towards security and coop- 
eration between the Arab re- 
gion and the European conn- 

the Meditei 


irra- 


nean Sea. 

Prince Hassan said that the 
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countries of the Middle East 
can and should launch dose 
cooperation on the lines 
adopted in the countries of 
the Eastern Asia region. 

Some are afraid of econo- 
mic cooperation because they 
say that while the annual per 
capita income in Israel is 
$13,000, in Jordan it is 
$1,200, said the Regent. 

But he said that this should 
not stand as an obstacle in the 
formation of a Middle East- 
ern economic market citing 


the examples of Spain and 
Greece which, he said, joined 
the European Union (EU) 
with lower economic stan- 
dards, but were not adversely 
affected by their European 
partners. 

Congratulating the gradu- 
ates, Prince Hassan urged 
them to remain committed to 
their duty and the service of 
their nation. 

The Regent later distri- 
buted certificates and awards 
to the graduates. 


Immediate prospects unclear of shekel 


entering Jordanian money market 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 


exclude dealings in shekels 
from their business. Bat 


AMMAN — Although 
there are no legal hurdles 
to Jordanian moneychan- 
gers dealing in Israeli 
shekels, the extent of the 
currency’s movement in 
Jordan is expected to be 
limited, given the reluct- 
ance of some of the King- 
dom’s exchangers. 

The Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) has affirmed 
that it finds no obstacles in 
Jordanian umeydangezs 
including the shekel in tbe 
many regional and interna- 
tional currencies that they 
currently deal in, and that 
no specific law or amend- 
ment to existing law is 
needed to allow local ex- 
change of the Israeli cur- 
rency. 

A CBJ official said 
Thursday that it was up to 
the moneychangers them- 
selves to decide whether to 
deal in the Israeli currency 
and tbe central bank re- 
served its options whether 
to include the sheke in its 
daily listing of exchange 
rates that serve as a base- 
line for all currencies in the 
country. 

However, some 
moneychangers asserted 
that the association of 
moneychangers in Jordan 
had taken a decision to 


a 


others said it was only 
matter of time before 


shekels find their way to 
tbe Jordanian market. 


Those who oppose deal- 
ings in shekels say that the 
Israeli currency is strictly 
limited to dealings within 
Israel and has no regional 
value, at least until such 
time Israel makes peace 
with all the Arab countries 


behind some of those who 
reject dealings in shekels, 
according to market 
analysts, is that many of 
them would like to wait 
until tbe “normalisation” 
of relations takes its course 
and is completed. 


t< 


Apparently they 
at on the fence wii 


want 

to sit on tbe fence without 
committing themselves,” 
said a senior banking ex- 
ecutive who deals in fore- 


and is accepted as a foil 
partner ia .ine economy of 


tbe Middle East and starts 
interaction with the Arab- 
states. 


“We have made peace, 
but it does not mean that 
we have to go overboard in 
trying to establish normal 
relations with Israel,” said 
tbe owner of an exchange 
house, who, like others 
who talked to the Jordan 
Times, preferred anonym- 
ity. 

- The moneychanger was 
borrowing a leaf from the 
argument put up by oppo- 
nents of the peace process- 
who say that now that Jor- 
dan and Israel have signed 
a peace treaty, setting in 
course an irreversible pro- 
cess, tbe best they could do 
is to resist “normalisation” 
of relations with the Jewish 
state. 

The underlying argument 


ign currency. 

Critics also argue that 
allowing shekels into tbe 
Jordanian exchange system 
might open the door for the 
currency to eventually 
dominate the region — a 
prospect that many others 
reject outright saying that 
suich a course of events 
would be determined by 
pure economic and busi- 
ness sense. 


but ourselves,” said tbe 
moneychanger. “It is up to 
us to adopt prudent monet- 
ary policies and economic 
measures to protect out 
own currencies, whether in 
the short, medium, or long 
term.” 

Fears of the shekel dominat- 
ing tiie Middle East “have 
very little scientific base,” 
said tbe banking executive. 
“Such apprehensions have 
more to deal with a belief 
that Jews are better in 
doing business ail over the 
world, and it is only a 
matter of time that they 
find some means of 
domination.” 


“If indeed the skekel 
somehow finds its way to 
tiie top of Middle Eastern 
currencies against all other 
Arab currencies, then no- 
body could be blamed ex- 
c e p t banks and 
moneychangers,” said the 
manager of a leading ex- 
change firm in Amman. 

“After all, if we are care- 
ful not to allow the shekel, 
or any other currency for 
that matter, to grow 
beyond proportions, then 
we cannot blame anyone 


In the meantime, several 
moneychangers said they 
were approached by cus- 
tomers who wanted to ex- 
change shekels and the abs- 
ence of a clear exchange 
rate was tbe only factor 
that dissuaded the transac- 
tions taking place. 

“I think 220 fils to a 
shekel is a realistic rate, 
while customers insist on 
250 fils,” said a 
moneychanger. 

Four shekels to a Jorda- 
nian dinar is the general 
rate offered by Israeli shop- 
keepers to visitors; Palesti- 
nians who live in the occu- 
pied territories who might 
want to change shekels to 
dinars get a better rate. 
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to Arab peacemakers 
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NEW YORK (Petra) — Jor- 
dan has urged the United 
to helt 
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Nations to help the parties 
involved in the Middle East 
peace process consolidate 
their efforts and increase its 
assistance to Jordan and the 
other Arab states involved in 
the peace endeavours. 

The can was made by Jor- 
dan's U.N. Ambassador to 
the United Nations Adnan 
Aba Odeh in an address to 
the U.N. General Assembly’s 
19th session in New York. 

Peace cannot be achieved 
by mere words alone, but 
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fatter through 'development 
aiKr ' financial l( ai3,' 




projects 

Mr. Abu Odeh said. 

It is the masses that can 
consolidate the pillars of 


peace, and these masses ex- 
pect concrete benefits from 
peace in order to believe in it, 
he continued. 

Jordan looks forward to a 
U.N. General Assembly re- 
solution that would provide 
practical support and assist- 
ance to the Jor danian- TgraeK 
peace treaty and Israeli- 
Palestinian peace, not only 
morally but also materially, 
said Mr. Abu Odeh. 

Referring to the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty, Mr. Abu 
Odeh said that it came in 
implementation of the U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
242 and in' .the spirit of the 
.Madrid conference which, 
sought to end-' the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 


Meteorologists forecast 


heavy r ains and snow 


«ar v - 

*3 


AMMAN (Petra) — The De- 
partment of Meteorology Fri- 
day forecast heavy rain and 
snow in Jordan for Saturday 
and Sunday with tempera- 
tures ranging between 3 C at 
night rising to a maximum of 
8 C during the day. 

A department spokesman 
told the Jordan Times Friday 
that high winds will continue 
throughout the weekend, and 
snow, which expected to start 
falling Saturday in Amman, 
will intensify on Sunday. 

He said that the heavy 
rains will inundate the low 
lying areas, and Jog iq moun- 
tainous repoasf "" wSi cause 
poor visibility. ■- 

He laid that a highly con- 
centrated atmospheric low 


pressure affecting tbe entire 
eastern Mediterranean re- 
gion will bring on the pre- 
cipitation as well as very cold 
winds from the die eastern 
European regions. 

The department published 
rainfall measurements in Jor- 
dan since the start of the 
rainy season until Thursday 
showing that Ras Munif in 
the south received the highest 
amounts of rain at 226.4 mil- 
limetres, followed by Shobak 
with 172.5, Irbid with 150.3 
and Amman with 111.4 mil- 
limetres. 

'Ugtp Thursday x the total 
estimated amount of ’rainfall 
collected tin the King Tala! 
Dam was 42.1 million cubic 
metres (CMC). 
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CQME RAIN. OR SNQW:. Traffic L had been r L , 

Salem Mohammad, braves chilling and i ' 1 ' ' ‘ ‘ 

continuous rain' while on doty at A! Waha (Jubilee) 

Cirde Friday, when traffic lights went out because iff 
an electrical failure in that area. Officer Mohammad 




the traffic fhroughfjihe intersection 
.of ,vp5st Amman fog, four boars wbegithis photo, was 
taken. He said he would stay there until traffic lights 
started functioning again (Photo by Rana Hnssemi) 
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King receives cabie from Arab-lsraelis 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty Kinj^ Hussein Friday 


received a cable from heads of the Arab communities in 
Israel, thanking him for the hospitality they were accorded 
in Amman on their way to Qatar. They also commended 


Cooperation (GTZ) is granting Jordan D.M 5.9 million 
(JD 2.625m) to help it carry out development plans in 
water, agriculture and health fields, under an agreement 
signed by the two sides Thursday. 


the King's efforts exerted to achieve peace m the region, 

re been 


Mikhaii Halasa laid to rest 


noting that without these efforts, they would not have 
able to visit their relatives in Qatar. 


Germany grants JD 2.6m to Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The German Agency for Technical 


AMMAN (Petra) — Former Lower House of Parliament 
member Mikhail Halasa was laid to rest Friday. Mr. Halasa 
who passed away Thursday, had served as a diplomat at the 
Foreign Ministry and as a lawyer until he was elected to 
represent the Karak Govemorate in Parliament in 1962. 


Scholars to discuss regional ceramics 


of Byzantine, early Islamic period 


- By Khattab Salman 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — An internation- 
al colloquium on Byzantine 
and early Islamic ceramics in 
SyriaJordan will be inaugu- 
rated Saturday, according to 
tiie British embassy in Am- 
man. 

The Amman-based British 
Institute for Archaeology and 
History and the Institut Fran- 
cais Dnrcbelogie du Proche- 
Orient (EFAPO) (Amman- 
Damascus-Beirut) are spon- 
soring the three-day event 
covering the fourth to eighth 
centuries A.D. 

The opening ceremony will 
be under the patronage of 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sumay&h Bint A1 Hassan and 
held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

Ddeptes from 17 different 
countries will take part m the 


colloquium comprising scho- 
lars^ 


.9. 
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io have been studying 
the ceramic record of this 
important transitional period 
over the last decade, said 
Estelle VQleneuve of the In- 


stitut Francais D’archeologie 
du Proche-Orient. 

“The colloquium is held in 
Jordan because there are 
more archaeological sites in 
Jordan than any other coun- 
try in the region, in addition 
to the fact that more excava- 
tional works are taking place 
in Jordan,” said Ms. Vil- 
leneuve. 

The unprecedented event 
will gather local scholars 
from Jordan, Syria, Lebanon 
and surrounding regions and 
is a representation of the 
efforts of a great variety of 
international scholars who 
work in Jordan, she said. 

In addition to Ms. Vil- 
len euve of the Damascus- 
based IFAPO, the Collo- 
quium is co-organised by Dr. 
Pamela Watson of the British 
Institute. 

According to Ms. Vil- 
leneuve, much of the inter- 
pretation of archaeological 
information is dependent 
upon an adequate under- 
standing of tbe regional pot- 


tery 


sequence, which is used 
tool 


gical deposits, a cultural in- 
dicator, and a means of trac- 
ing trade and exchange net- 
works. 

It is a basic bail ding block 
upon which later archaeolo- 
gical and historical conclu- 
sions depend, she explained. 

“The period defined by the 
colloquium, from the fourth 
to the eighth centuries A.D., 
covers tiie transition from 
Roman/Byzantine to Muslim 
rule in tbe Levant, a pivotal 
period in the region’s history 
which still has ramifications 
for us today. In the present 
political dimate, an aware- 
ness and understanding of 
origins and past processes can 
only add perspective and wis- 
dom to our dealings with the 
present,” Ms. Villen euve 
said. 

The Byzantine-Islamic 
period in Syria- Jordan is 
one of the richest and most 
accessible periods in the re- 
gion’s history. From the well- 
preserved deserted dries of 
the semi-desert regions to the 


heritage that attracts admir- 
ers worldwide. 

It is upon these monu- 
ments and their history that 
much of tbe future develop- 
ment and expansion of the 
modern tourist industry will 
depend, according to Ms. 
Vflleneuve. 


The first day of the collo- 
quium wDl consist of three 
sessions in addition to the 
inaugural one. The stratig- 
raptncai and chronological 
approaches of these sessions 
will deal with the Byzantine 
and transition period of late 
Byzantine and early Islamic 
period in general. 


a tool for dating arefaaeolo- ties, they form part of a visual 


riches of the Umayyad 

ofav 


On Sunday, the morning 
sessions will discuss the 
Umayyad and Abbasid 
periods; the afternoon agen- 
da indudes an excursion to 
archaeological sites in Mada- 
ba. 

On the third day, partici- 
pants will discuss specific 
issues of lamp and amphora 
productions, glazed, cream 
and fine wares of the diffe- 
rent related periods. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 


☆ Exhibition of faring* by Sadlk Kwaish at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


☆ Pofisfa comedy (with subtitles in English) entitled “VIP” 
at Goethe-Instttut at 7:30 p.m. 


it Concert at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pan. 


☆ Exhibition by Akram Naji Sha ke r at Ab’aad Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of Pakistani art entitled “Colours and 
Forms** at tiie Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ VriiHurtm by artists Lattif AI Khateeb and Muhy 
Khaieefa at tbe Hoesmg Bank Gallery. 

■fr Motor show *95 at foe International Motor Exhibition, 


* Exhibition of portraits by 

exhibition of contemporary Arab artists at Darat AI 


☆ iM»a«My. of painting* \jij Saadi AI Kaabi at Alia Art 


* Exhibition of Muna Saudi's private coflection at Abdoon 
Village. 


it Exhffdtioo of sculptures by * Amer KhaffI at Bafodna Art 


Danish Jordanian Dairy "Karoline" 


WINS 


International Europe Award For Quality. 


1994 










Thr Premdeat of Editorial OFICE 
reniffcra Uni t>i* firm 

DANISH JORDANIAN DAIRY CO- 
hma bretn ikoted so rpc «vr the 


vni INTERNATIONAL EUROPE AWARD 
FOR QKJALJTY 1894 



It has been announced in Paris on 14/1 1/1994 that 
Danish Jordanian Dairy Co. has been awarded the 
VIH International Europe Award for Quality 1994. 


i 


Danish Jordanian Dairy Co. was one among 158 
winning companies from all over the world including 
three from Jordan specialized.in Mechanics and Electricity 
Such Certificates are usually granted to companies that 
keep their good Quality of products throughout the years. 


Pictures above show: 

1 - The Certificate awarded to the Danish Jordanian Co. 

2 & 3- Mr. Ahed Deeb, Danish- Jordanian Co. Sales 
Manager recieving both the Certificate and the Cup. 












! 


4 



orld News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1994 




■A* * 

■>iV’ 


A ■ 
#>*> ■ 



tolence flares as Zedillo 
ecomes Mexican president 


MEXICO CITY I R) — Pres- 
ident Ernesto Zedillo took 
office Thursday pledging to 
open Mexico's political sys- 
tem and strengthen the rule 
i>f law. but violent protests 
erupted and at least 40 peo- 
ple were injured, officials 
said. 

"-After the inauguration, 
blind reds of anti-Zedillo lef- 
tists in the city centre threw 
fecks at club-wielding riot 


police, setting ablaze an over- 
turned police car and a truck 
bearing slogans of the presi- 
dent's Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party (PRI). 

Protesters stoned fire offi- 
cials trying to put out one of 
the fires. Red Cross Com- 
mander Ricardo Portugal 
told Reuters at least 40 peo- 
ple were injured, five serious- 
Iv. 

A photographer for Mex- 



Mexico’s President Ernesto Zedillo (left) is congratulated 
by his predecessor Carlos Salinas shortly after receiving 
the presidential sash during his inauguration ceremony 
zt the Congress building attended by several hundred 
foreign dignitaries and Mexican officials. The woman at 
centre is Carlota Vargas, president in turn of the 
Congress (AFP photo) 


tco City daily La Jornada 
was badly beaten'by police, 
according to the newspaper. 

The injured were mostly 
protesters, but one fireman 
and several police were also 
among the wounded. Portug- 
al said. 

Witnesses said the violence 
flared as protesters, some 
masked and chanting “death 
to Zedillo," were blocked 
from approaching the historic 
city centre where the new 
president had been watching 
a military honour parade of 
tanks, fighter jets and sol- 
diers. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Zedillo, a 42-year-old eco- 
nomist who won the coun- 
try's Aug. 21 national elec- 
tion, was sworn in as presi- 
dent at the Mexican Con- 
gress. 

He was given the red. 
white and green presidential 
sash by his predecessor Car- 
los Salinas de Gonari in a 
ceremony attended by 13 
heads of state and U.S. Vice 
President A1 Gore. 

Mr. Zedillo became the 
12th consecutive president 
from the PRI. which has 
ruled Mexico without inter- 
ruption since 1929. 

He promised to engage in 
open, equal dialogue with all 
political parties, and to clean 
up elections in Mexico which 
he said are marred by “suspi- 
cion. recrimination and mis- 
trust.” 

Mr. Zedillo's vow of poli- 
tical reform came the day 
after he threw aside Mexican 
tradition by drafting an 
opposition politician. Nation- 
al Action Party (PAN) legis- 
lator Antonio Lozano, into 
his cabinet. 

As attorney general, Mr. 
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A Philippine Coast Guard personnel wipes off 
bunker oii from two female survivors of the 
Cebu City ferry boat which sunk after it was 


rammed by a Singapore-registered Ko ta So ria 
cargo vessel before dawn at the mouth of 
Manila Bay (AFP photo) 


Over 150 dead or missing in 
Manila Bay ship collision 


MANILA (R) — At least 34 
people drowned and about 
120 were missing after an 
in,ter-island ferry and a con- 
tainer ship collided is dark- 
ness at the mouth of Manila 
Bay Friday, the Philippine 
Coast Guard said. 


Navy and Coast Guard di- 
vers, who located the sunken 
ferry Cebu City in 26 metres 
of water, recovered 17 bodies 
but said more may yet be 
found. 

“I think there are still some 
more bodies in the ship. That 


a 


7 

% >ii 






. > 






‘ ^ / k 


: 4 


■ #- 




# * 






An l^nd^jnrvlw Erwin MbirDta, 28, is |n 
after a group of 18 survivors from the sunken 
boat were rescued by Philippine Coast Goa 


treated by a doctor 
en'Cebu City ferry 
nard (AFP photo) 


is what we hear from the 
diver teams," Coast Guard 
spokesman Jaime Da- 
quilanea said as darkness be- 
gan to fall. 

The discovery of people 
dead inside the 2,452 gross 
tonne Cebu Gty brought the 
death toll to M but around 
120 people remained un- 
accounted for. 

Rescue workers had given 
up hope that anybody who 
went down with the ferry 
could have survived inside an 
.air pocket trapped in the 
ship, Mr. Daquflanea said. 

Ferry owners William 
lines said its latest estimate 
put the number of passen- 
gers, crew and families of 
crew aboard the vessel at 605. 

Of those, 451 were rescued 
by the Singapore-flagged 
container ship Kota Snria im- 
mediately after the accident 
or by other vessels which 
raced to the scene of the 
accident in a busy shipping 
lane. 

Scores of people managed 
to scramble from the ferry 
onto the Kota Surra after it 
drove into the starboard side 
of the Cebu City. 

Others plunged into the 
waters of the bay to be picked 
up by rescue vessels. Many 
were drenched in fuel oil 
from the stricken ferry, which 
sank within minutes. 


Zedillo charged Mr. Lozano 
with pressing ahead with the 
investigation into the killings 
of former PRI presidential 
candidate Luis Donaldo Col- 
osio and the party's Secretary 
General Frans isco Ruiz Mas- 
sieu. 

Both were assassinated 
earlier this year in what many 
Mexicans believe was a pow- 
er struggle within the ruling 
party, and Mr. Zedillo 
apparently gave his blessing 
to Mr. Lozano to take his 
probe into the heart of the 
PRI. 

Mr. Zedillo's opponents in 
the leftist Democratic Re- 
volution Party (PRD) held a 
midday meeting close to 
where the violence erupted to 
protest what they said was a 
fraudulent victory by Mr. 
Zedillo at the polls. 

Some PRD legislators 
boycotted Mr. Zedillo's 
swearing-in ceremony in 
Congress, but it passed with- 
out the raucous protests that 
dogged Mr. Salinas’ appear- 
ances there. 

But the protests under- 
scored how some Mexicans 
doubt Mr. Zedillo's vow on 
political reform after 65 years 
of one-party rule. 

“I am determined to head 
the creation of a nation 
where the role of law pre- 
vails, as all Mexicans de- 
serve," Mr. Zediiio said in a 
45-minute inauguration 
speech interrupted several 
times by standing ovations. 

“I will do so by presiding 
over a government of Laws 
within a framework of streng- 
thened democracy which will 
renew the life of the republic, 
ensure participation, encour- 
age respect and acknowledge 
plurality.” 

■ 

India spy . 
scandal 
increases 
tension with 
Pakistan 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Allegations of Pakistani rock- 
et' espionage in India are 
causing' new friction between 
New Delhi and Islamabad, 
already at loggerheads over 
Kashmir and other key 
issues. 

Indian newspapers Friday 
splashed lurid stories charg- 
ing Pakistan’s Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) of planting 
two Maldivian women to 
obtain classified data from 
top scientists about India's 
space programme. 

India officials refused to 
comment on the charge. 

“The intelligence agencies 
have obtained clear proof 
that the racket is part of a 
Male-based Pakistani opera- 
tion to infiltrate and sabotage 
the country's vital installa- 
tions in the south,” The Hin- 
du newspaper said. 

“The vital data can help 
the recipient develop within 
tree months the missile 
echnology which has taken 
the Indians decades to formu- 
late,” The Asian Age added. 

Nambi Narayanan, a 
senior official at the Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), was arresred by 
police in the southern city of 
Thiruvanthapuram Thursday 
for allegedly passing on sec- 
rets to the women against 
money and sex. 

Another ISRO scientist, 
D. Sasikumaran, and an In- 
dian businessman represent- 
ing the Russian space agency 
Glavkosmos here were de- 
tained. Police said at least 20 
other people were involved in 
the scandal. 



Anti-government demonstrators hurl rocks at 
riot police during violent dashes in downtown 
Mexico City. The demonstrations followed the 


inauguration ceremonies for Mexico’s 
dent Ernesto Zediiio (AFP photo) 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hun- 
gary. emerging fast from four 
decades of cold war isolation, 
is struggling to prepare for a 
summit meeting of more than 
50 leaders next week. 

Hungarian officials hope 
the meeting of the 53-nation 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) in Budapest next 
Monday and Tuesday will 
raise the country’s profile and 
give its political ambitions a 
boost. 

Bur the arrival of U.S. 
President Bill Ginton. Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
and a host of other leaders 
threatens chaos for 
Budapest, a dry of two mil- 
lion. The event is a logistical 
nightmare for government 
officials. 

Hungary, which has ambi- 
tions to join Western institu- 
tions like the European Un- 
ion (EU) and NATO as soon 
as possible, is proud to host 
the summit, hailing it as the 
event of the decade and a 
sign of international accept- 
ance. 

Foreign Minister Laszlo 
Kovacs said this week he 
hoped the meeting would 
boost Hungary’s profile. 

Hungarians on the streets 
of Budapest seem quite 
pleased by all the attention. 
But the tity, built on the 
banks of rhe Danube ■ and 
rapidly taking on the appear- 
ance of a Western metropo- 


lis. is likely to grind to a 
standstill. 

Traffic is bad at the best of 
times in Budapest and police 
have said they will close the 
major dty roads from Sun- 
day. A few of the bridges 
over the Danube will also be 
closed periodically. 

Many bus and tram routes 
will be suspended and city 
officials have urged people to 
use the city’s subway instead. 

As an incentive, the usual 
squad of plainclothes ticket 
controllers will be withdrawn 
during the summit — 
although the official line is 
that you still have to buy a 
ticket. 

Schools will be closed and 
some restaurants are refusing 
to take reservations, saying 
their waiters will not be able 
to make it to work. 

Hotels are booked up, with 
thousands of delegates and 
officials expected, as well as 
1,500 journalists. 

Several thousand police 
officers, including many who 
have been drafted in from 
other parts of the country, 
will be on duty to protea the 
leaders, their foreign minis- 
ters and endless train of offi- 
cials. 

“We will have about 150 
statesmen who will each indi- 
vidually have to be pro- 
tected,’' said Brigadier 
General Ferenc Berkesi, who 
is in charge of the security 
operation. ■ 


“We have never done any- 
thing quite like this before." 

As for the distinguished 
leaders, they will meet in a 
small conference centre near 
the centre of the city. 

Fog often plagues 
Budapest in the winter and if 
government planes cannot 
land at the airport Sunday 
and Monday, they will be 
diverted to Vienna where 
special trains will whisk them 
to the Hungarian capital. 

Hungary and its former 
Communist neighbours stand 
to benefit from the talks at 
the summit, which will deal 
with the new tensions and 
conflicts in the post-cold war 
world. 

m 

Government officials say 
they hope the meeting mil 
reassure Russia that it will 
not be isolated in Europe, 
one of the main reasons why 
Moscow has until now 
opposed the expansion of 
NATO to include former 
Warsaw Pact allies such as 
Hungary. 

The meeting will also dis- 
cuss how to prevent more 
Yugoslav-style conflicts by 
improving the treatment of 
minorities — a key issue for 
Hungary, which lies on one 
of Europe's major ethnic 
faultlines. 

About three million ethnic 
Hungarians live in Romania, 
Slovakia- and Serbia. 


Clinton seeks $25b defence increase 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton called 
for a modest S25 bflUon in- 
crease in U.S. defence spend- 
ing over ax years to main tain 
the fighting readiness of 
America’s shrinking post- 
cold war aimed forces. 

His announcement that he 
will ask Congress for the 
boost next month followed' 
charges by Mr. Clinton’s Re- 
publican opponents that 
military cuts in recent years 
had damaged the key U.S. 
principle of readiness to fight 
two major conflicts at once. 

In addition to the $25 bil- 
bos increase over six years 
beginning in fiscal 1996, 
which starts next October, 
Mr. Clinton will ask for at 
least $2 billion to pay for 
“unanticipated operations” 
this year in Haiti, the Gulf 
and elsewhere. 

“I intend to ask Congress 
to add an additional $25 bil- 
lion to our planned defence 
budgets over the next six 
years,” Mr. Ginton told a 
White House ceremony 
attended by Defence 
Secretary William Perry and 
the Joint’ Chiefs of Staff. 

Republicans, who will take 
control of both houses of 
Congress in January after 
sweeping election gains in 
November, may press for 


even greater increases in de- 
fence spending. Many charge 
that the Pentagon is not living 
up-to'its plan to fight and win 
two major conflicts virtually 
at once. 

Republican Senator John 
McCain of Arizona, a mem- 
ber of the Aimed Services 
Committee, said: “After two 
years of declining defence 
budgets in the Clinton admin- 
istration, this is a small step 
in the right direction.” But he 
added: “Unfortunately, it 
does not go far enough." 

Mr. Clinton outlined what 
he called a five-part initiative 
to boost readiness and sup- 
port military personnel, in- 
cluding plans to give troops 
full cost-of-living pay in- 
creases through the turn of 
the century. 

“Our military will remain 
the best trained, the best 
equipped, the best prepared 

fighting force on earth,” he 
said. 

But neither Mr. Clinton 
nor defence officials made 
dear how the government, 
which is seeking to reduce 
deficit spending would pay 

for die increases in defence 
spending. 

/Ws is a good move 
and Fm delighted the: presi- 
dent made this decision,” 


said outgoing Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chair- 
man Sam Nunn, a Georgia 
Democrat. 

The $25 billion increase is 
modest compared to the 
$1.54 trillion total which the 
administration will ndw seek 
for the military from 1996 
through 2001. But defence 
offidab said it was important 
to fighting preparedness and 
the quality of life in the milit- 
ary. 

There are currently 1.6 
mil Hon men and women in 
the active U.S. Armed 
Forces and even with the 
increase proposed by Mr. 
Ginton, that total force will 
shrink to 1.45 million by the 
turn of the century under a 
long-range Pentagon plan. 

Mr. Clinton’s new plan 
would help the Pentagon 
meet what had been expected 
to be more than a $40 billion 
shortfall in military spending 
over the next five years. 

The Defence Department 
is already expected to 
announce cancellations or de- 
lays in some major weapons 
programmes in the coining 
weeks in order to leave more 
money for training and 
“quality of life” programmes 
such as housing for military 
personnel. 


Hungary faces trial of European summit 


Europol widens scope despite EU rift over powers 


Quebec leader has leg amputated 


OTTAWA (R) — Quebec's 
most popular separatist lead- 
er bad a leg amputated in 
emergency surgery and news 
reports said he was fighting 
for his life against a deadly 
flesh-eaiing disease. 

Laden Bouchard was in 
serious, but stable condition 
in intensive care at a Moo-^ 
treai hospital alter doctors 
amputated his ieft leg, his 
press spokeswoman Marthe 
Lawrence said. 

But the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corporation reported 
that Mr. Bouchard was 


stricken with the streptococ- 
cus a bacteria and his condi- 
tion was a matter of life and 
death. 

Ms. Lawrence would not 
confirm the CBC report that 
Mr. Bouchard was afflicted 


destroys skin and tissue. 

News of the amputation 
shocked Quebeckers and 
threw the French-speaking 
province's separatist move- 
ment into disarray as it pre- 
pared to launch a campaign 


for independence next year. 

Political analysts said loss 
of the charismatic politician 
would be a serious blow to 
the separatist camp which is. 
planning to hold a referen- 
dum in 1995 seeking a man- 
date to break away from 
Canada. 

To shattered... this is 
terrible,” Quebec premier 
and fellow separatist Jacques 
Parizeau told , a news confer- 
ence in Quebec Gty. “AH I 
can say is: ’Hang on old 
friend,” he said, almost in 
tears. 


BONN (R) — The European 
Union’s embryonic police 
agency Europol is quietly 
cleaning paths through a 
crusty bureaucracy for Euro- 
pean crime fighters despite 
deep political rifts over its 
future powers. 

Europol chief Juergen 
Storbeck, who was previously 
with Germany's BKA federal 
police, says his agency is find- 
ing ways to boost European 
cooperation informally while it 
awaits a formal convention 
stalled by rows between the 
12 EU states. 

Based in the Hague, Euro- 
pol started work is January 
under an interim accord be- 
tween member states, but 
was limited to exchanging in- 
formation between national 
police agencies until a con- 
vention is agreed that may 
give it a wider brief. 

“In tile meantime Europol 
has gained other tasks that 
are also supported by the 
ministers’ accord but were 
not so specifically stated,” 


Mr. Storbeck said in a speech 
late Thursday at the Euro- 
Dean Commission office In 


' Germany is pressing for 
Europol to get wider powers, 
but a meeting of EU interior 
ministers this week ended in i 
deadlock over the new agen- 
cy's independence and 
whether its brief should be 
expanded to include terror- 
ism. 

Euro pol’s staled tasks are 
to pass information between 
EU countries on drugs and 
money laundering crimes. 

But Mr. Storbeck said 
Europol was now being asked 
by police agencies to coordin- 
ate investigations of related 
crimes in different countries. 

“The way that happens is 
very amp le. It starts with 
recognising that there are pa- 
rallel investigations going 
on.” 

“Then a police agency 
cranes to us and says, ‘that’s 
interesting. Could you make 
sure our colleagues in 


another country get the in- 
formation we would like at a 
particular time?’,” Mr. Stor- 
beck said. 

The result was that EU 
police agencies, divided by 
the gulf of languages, were 
turning to Europol as a “lan- 
guage bridge” in multination- 
al probes of organised crime. 

“Most interestingly, we 
have begun to support coor- 
dination of operative inves- 
tigations, especially the coor- 
dination of so-called ‘control- 
led deliveries’ ,” he said. 

Controlled deliveries are 
shipments of drugs that 
police shadow rather than 
seizing immediately in order 
to trace the distribution route 
or identify gang members, 

Europol has 30 liaison 
officers from national police 
and customs agencies, with 
each delegation having access 
through fast computer links 
* J ~ banks. 


to national data banks. 

When investigators in Ger- 
many need bacxground on a 
suspect from France or Eng - 


land, they pass the request to 
the six Germans at Europol* 
who in turn ask their counter- 
parts to consult their home 
records. 

Mr. Storbeck said that be- 
fore Europol, an internation- 
al police query took an aver- 
age of 14 days to pass through 
multiple offices and be trans- 
lated back and forth. 

He said this was much fas- 
ter now because the Europol 
haison officers worked close- 
ly m one building. They were 
not hamstrung by the need to 
communicate in a handful of 
. ’anguages. but just 
agreed informally on English 

..™ WO u rkmg t0n gue. 

We have handled 350 re- 

far 3™* most of 
them m three or four hours ” 
ne added. 

Mr. Storbeck said he 
favoured creating an even 
faster European data bank on 

SSt?*?** depends ° n 

whether the issue can be 
agreed between the EU gov- 
ernments. s 


Presley denies 
rumours of 
divorce 
from Jackson 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Lisa 
Marie Presley sought to dis- 
pell rumours of an imminent' 
break-up of her six-month- 
old marriage to pop star 
Michael Jackson, saying they 
were very happily married. 
“Once again, the media is 
being very irresponsible and 
spreading false rumours," 
Presley said. “Michael and I 
are very happily married... 
These rumours, in spite of 
their wishful and destructive 
thinking, are totally unfound- 
ed and false,” she added. 
Earlier Jackson's spokesman 
, had denied that the pop star 
plans to end die marriage, 
calling reports “an out- 
rageous, 100 per cent, total 
lie.” In London, the Daily 
Mirror had reported that 
Jackson wanted more inde- 
pendence and did not want 
Presley to stay at his apart- 
ment in Trump Towers in 
New York. The New York 
Daily News also reported 
that a breakup was planned 
but said Jackson was angered 
that his wife refused to leave 
California to live with him in 
New York. “He doesn't want 
to live in California. He said 
it’s bad vibes, bad luck for 
him there,” die Daily News 
quoted an associate of Jack- 
son as saying. The reason for 
the alleged marriage break- 
up of Jackson and Presley is 
that her two young children 
cannot stand £hp sight of him, 
according to Friday’s Daily 
Mirror. The superstar is “no 
hero” to five-year-old 
Danielle and two-year-old 
Ben, Presley’s children from 
her previous marriage, 
according to the paper. And 
it said Presley is “very sensi- 
tive to their wants and feel- 
ings,” quoting a Los Angeles 
source. He begged her to 
return to New York but she 
refused. “She would have 
done if the ldds had said 
*OK', but they wept bitterly 
and said ‘No’,” the source 
was quoted as saying. 


Gere, Crawford 
breaking up 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Leading man. Richard Gere 
and supermodel Cindy Craw- 
ford, whose marriage three 
years ago made them perhaps 
the most beautiful couple in 
Hollywood, have separated. 
.The pair announced their 
breakup in a statement issued 
Thursday by their public rela- 
tions firm. “This personal 
and painfnl decision was 
made between ns in July,” 
they said. “Since that time we 
have been trying to work 
things out, but due to the 
recent conjecture in the 
press, we have decided to 
make a statement at this 
i time.” Last month, a British 
tabloid published a photo of a 
woman hopping over Gere's 
garden wall. But model 
Laura Bailey said she was 
visiting a friend next door. 
Gere, 45, and Crawford, 28, 
married three years ago. 
There have been recurring 
rumours that each of them is 
gay and their marriage trou- 
bled. In May, the couple 
published a mil-page ad in 
the Times of London, proc- 
laiming their heterosexuality 
and their commitment to one 
another. Gere's acting credits 
include An Officer And A 
Gentleman and Pretty 
Woman. Crawford, a former 
top swimsuit model, is host of 
a fashion show on the MTV 
cable television network. 


45 nations submit 
entries for Best 
Foreign film 
Oscar 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — a 
record 45 nations have sub- 
mitted entries for best 

film Oscar, 
joe highest honour bestowed 
hy the American motion pic- 
ture industry. The previous 
record was set in 1990 when 
4/ countries submitted films. 

reSd 35 co “ ntries «n- 

^u d ‘^^ Thc . nun,ber of e «‘ 
d»ectly reflects the 

Changing face of the world 

A S adcmy Morion 
p. I <H t A ‘I ts . and Sciences 
President Arthur Hiller said 

Thursday. "Both halves of 
the former Czechoslovakia 

we te S J?£, med p i aures - ^ 
£5 nave four entries this year 
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Demonstrators lie on the pavement of a Paris Street during a minute of silence mariuiig World AIDS Day (AFP photo) 

. _ • 

AIDS conference leaves fears of empty words 


PARIS (R) — A 42-nation 
conference has approved 
anew global battle plan 
against AIDS, but activists 
and some delegates fear the 
accord will prove to be empty 
words. 

Thousands demonstrated 
in Paris to demand concrete 
action as the gathering en- 
ded. some of them pushing 
empty wheelchairs or lying 
down on the street to stage a 
“die-in.” 

Some chanted: “We are 
dying, they are studying the 
problem" and “42 happy gov- 
ernments, the epidemic is ex- 
ploding.” 

Meeting on World AIDS 
Day., a diverse group of 
leaders that- included prime 
ministers, health officials and 
other officials from 42 na- 
tions signed a declaration 
that “the AIDS pandemic, by 
virtue of its magnitude, con- 
stitutes a threat to human- 
ity.” 

They pledged to make the 
fight against AIDS “a prior- 
ity" while protecting indi- 
vidual rights and promoting 
condom use. education 
efforts and special protective 
programmes for' women, vj j 
■’‘■^Tbe ' nntqiiiVocal sigTraj ; 
that we have Sent out todgjnij i 
iihat tour words will be trans^ 
lated into action,” said 
Health Minister Simone Veil 
at the close of the day-long 


event. 

But some at the meeting — 
dubbed a “summit” by hosts 
France and the World Health 
Organisation though no head 
of state attended — said the 
accord was weak and had 
only symbolic value as it lack- 
ed enforcement. 

“Nothing requires the peo- 
ple who sign the declaration 
to keep their ■ promises. 
That's what we’re afraid of,” 
said Ivory Coast delegate 
Dominique Esmel, who is in- 
fected with AIDS. 

“We are vulnerable to this 
being simply a photo oppor- 
tunity. It would be a tragedy 
if it turned into a symbolic 
event,” said Phill Wilson, a 
U.S. delegate who is also 
infected. “We are too far 
down the pike to still be 
doing awareness campaigns.” 

Many at the conference 
noted the accord endorses 
freedom of travel for those 
with AIDS, but some of the 
signing countries — including 
the United States and Japan 
— restrict entry by AIDS 
patients. 

Asked to clarify the mat- 
ter, U.S. Health Secretary 
Donna Shalala told repor- 
ters 1 . “My signature cannot 
solve every problem. We can- 
not get political agreement 
on every point.” 

“Your signature means no- 
thing." shouted out a young 


French woman with AIDS.' 

“The content of the dec- 
laration shows no commit- 
ment," said Juvenal Ntandi- 
kiye, founder of Burundi's 
first AIDS support group. “2 
found the language vague 
and imprecise." 

At the start of the confer- 
ence, U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali said it 
must declare a world 
emergency. 

“AIDS is throwing the 
planet's social inequalities 
into relief by exacerbating 
them,” he said. “Every day 
AIDS kills children, destroys 
families, drains economies, 
threatens communities. We 
must act without delay." 

Senegalese Prime Minister 
Habib Thiam was grateful for 
the attention devoted to Afri- 
ca — where 60 per cent of the 
world's AIDS-infected peo- 
ple live — but called for 
concrete action. 

In the next decade, he said, 
nine million people will die in 
the IS African countries 
worst hit by the disease, and 
the World Bank estimated 
that AIDS could cost Africa 
22 per jeent of hs GNP over 
the next -20- years, i 

“There is no hope for Afri- 
ca at the present if the 
laration is not followed by- 
tangible support for the na- 
tions most threatened Mr. 
Thiam said. 



General view of the first international political summit on AIDS, held in Paris (AFP photo) 


Zambian Health Minister 
Michael Sata said Thursday 
industrialised countries have 
covered up the extent to 
which AIDS has spread 
among their population and 
the real rate of infection is 
much higher. 

Western countries have 
found a much higher rate of 
AIDS infection in health ser- 
vice blood banks than has 
been officially admitted, and 
stocks have had to be des- 
troyed, he said in an inter- 
view with Reuters. 

“We in Africa have 
accepted that AIDS is here to 
stay. It’s just like another 
disease," Mr. Sata said. 

He called for increased loc- 
al control of AIDS program- 
mes in developing countries, 
saying people directly in- 
volved in the process could 
be more effective. Much of 
the money donated actually 
was spent back in the West- 
ern countries, which pro- 
vided it, he added. 

Meanwhile U.S. Surgeon 
Genera] Jovcelyn Elders cal- 
led for increased AIDS 
awareness in high schools to 
better, figfrjt ^ .fatal disease 
throughout .the-, country. . , 

“■Qqr people are not health 
literate. WleUte. tried ignor- 
ance for hundreds of years. It 
is time to try education." Dr. 
Elders told a press confer- 
ence at the United Nations 
World AIDS Day Thursday. 

“Teaching abstinence is 
what everybody does. We 
need to build on it," she said. 
“To go into high school with 
only an abstinence mission, I 
feel we would be giving in- 
complete information." 

Dr. Elders said she did not 
expect any hindrance to her 
AIDS programme from Re- 
publican lawmakers. 

“I feel a Republican Con- 
gress is just as committed as a 
Democratic Congress... to 
fight this disease with every- 
thing they’ve got.” she 
added. 

But by stonewalling Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's health re- 
form bill. Dr. Elders said, the 
Republicans would further 
strain “an already over- 
crowded. overburdened, and 
even under-educated Health 
Department.” 


Sinn Fein ready to discuss IRA disarmament 
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BELFAST (R) — A top Sinn 
. Fein official said Friday that 
1 * his party was ready to discuss 

v j the issue of surrendering IRA 
# guns once historic talks with 
the British government begin 
next week. 

“We’re prepared, perfectly 
prepared, to discuss the issue 
of the amount of weapons 
that are in circulation in Ire- 
land, both legal and illegal. 


Sinn Fein’s Northern Chair : 
man, Mitchell McLoughlin 
told BBC Radio. 

His reference to legal and 
illegal arms echoed previous 
statements by Sinn Fein, poli- 
tical wing of the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA), that it 
wants to link the surrender of 
IRA arms to a withdrawal of 
British troops from the pro- 
vince. 


Britain, which announced 
Tuesday that it would hold 
exploratory talks with Sinn 
Fein on Dec. 7, says that 
progress towards a political 
settlement of the 25-year 
Northern Ireland conflict 
must include the surrender of 
guerrilla arms. 

The Irish Republican 
Army is thought to have hun- 
dreds of tonnes of weapons in 


caches in the Irish Republic. 
Its Protestant loyalist foes 
haye fewer weapons, but 
Britain say their surrender is 
also paramount. 

Mr. McLoughlin said that 
next Wednesday’s Belfast 
meeting with British officials, 
the first official contact be- 
tween die two sides, would 
be confined to setting an 
agenda for future talks. 


Unlikely alliance set to sweep up in Italian polls 
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ROME (R) — An unlikely 
alliance between Italy’s for- 
mer Communist and the 
Popular Party (PPI), the suc- 
cessor to the once- might 
Christian Democrats whto 
long shut them out of power, 
is expea ed to pay off in local 
elections Sunday. 

Some 1.5 million Italians 
will elect mayors in 49 towns 
in straight run-offs following 
a first round of voting two 
weeks ago in which Prime 
Minster Silvio Berlusconi's Fora 
Italia took a drubbing. 

The alliance between the 
ex-communist Democratic 
Party of the Left (PDS) and 
die PPI worked well in the 
first round and could prompt 
closer cooperation between 
file opposition groups. 

“I hope that this can pave 
the way for a future alliance 
governing the country,” PDS 
leader Massimo D'Alema 
said as he joined PPI leader 
Rocco ButtigUone at a rally 


in the southern town of Fog,- 

D'Alema told Italian tele- 
vision he “didn't give a 
damn,” when asked about 
Mr. Buttiglione’s stated de- 
sire to work with Fotza Italia 
in a future national coalition. 

“Whatever Buttiglione 
says, in the provinces the 
Popular Party has allied with 
the PDS and has enjoyed 
notable successes,” Mr. 
D’Alema told foreign jour- 
nalists this week. 

The Christian Democrats, 
once the mainstay _ of post- 
war government in Italy, 
transformed themselves into 
the PPI in January but were 
swept from power as Mr. 
Berlusconi triumphed in 
March general elections. 

Defeat in those elections 
and a further setback at 
European elections in June 
led the PDS to appoint Mr. 
D’Alema as party leader m 
of Achille Occhetto. 


Mr. D'Alema is convinced 
the PDS, successor to the 
Western World's largest Mar- 
xist Party, must seek partners 
in the centre to win power. 

The strategy was a success 
in the first round of the local 
polls on Nov. 20 when centre- 
left mayoral candidates won 
the biggest share of the vote 
in six of seven large towns 
involved. 

A second round is not 
necessary in Pisa, one of 
those seven towns, where lef- 
tist Piero Floriani was elected 
mayor after winning an out- 
right majority on the first 
round. 

Most attention is focused 
on the northern town of Bres- 
cia where former Christian 
Democrat leader Mino Mar- 
tin azzoli seems set to defeat 
Northern League Industry 
Minister Vito Gnutti. 

Mr. Martinazzoli won 41.1 
per cent in a first round in 
which he enjoyed the backing 


of the PDS as well as his own 
Popular Party. 

Mr. Gnutti must make up 
some 15 points on Mr. Marti- 
nazzoli and his cause has not 
been helped by feuding be- 
tween the League and the 
hard right National Alliance, 
uneasy partners in national 
government. 

National Alliance candi- 
date Viviana Beccalossi pol- 
led almost 12 per cent in 
Brescia but the party has 
refused to back Mr. Gnutti 
officially in the second round. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Berlusco- 
ni, under investigation for 
suspected tax fraud, will be 
questioned by investigators in 
Milan early next week. 

Mr. Berlusconi was in- 
formed on Nov. 22 that rwo 
companies in his Fininvest 
group were under investiga- 
tion for allegedly paying 
bribes to tax inspectors for 
lenient audits. 


U.N. calls halt to NATO 
air patrols over Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.N. peacekeepers said Fri- 
day NATO warplanes had 
stopped patrolling over Bos- 
nia because of the threat to 
them from Bosnian Serb mis- 
siles, but NATO said it was 
still enforcing a no-fly zone 
over the former Yugoslav re- 
public. 

U.N. spokesman Wing 
Commander Timothy Hew- 
lett said in Sarajevo NATO 
jets “stopped flying two days 
ago.” 

“Because of the engage- 
ments that happened in the 
last 10 days of November, 
we've agreed a cooling off 
period,” Comm. Hewlett 
said. “NATO has stood down 
at our request." 

But U.S. Captain Jim 
Mitchell told Reuters at 
NATO’s Southern Command 
in Naples: “We are still en- 
forcing the no-fly zone. I am 
not going to discuss the oper- 
ational deployment of our 
aircraft but we have not stop- 
ped enforcing the no-fly 
zone.” 

Another U.N. rookesman 
at United Nations Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) head- 

S uartcrs in Sarajevo, Colonel 
an-Dirk Merveldt said that 
no-fly enforcement “ts not 
taking place over Bosnia bat 
it is still taking place. 

“The AWACS (radar sur- 
veillance aircraft) are up in 
the air. They can still see 
inside (Bosnia) and (war) 
planes can be called in at any 
time they are needed.” 
Bosnian Serb miss ile bat- 
teries fired on NATO aircraft 
but missed at least twice in 
northwest Bosnia late last 
month while NATO and the 
U.N. wrangled in public over 


air strikes against Serb forces 
attacking Bihac. 

UNPROFOR, fearing 
Serb retaliation against its 
forces in Bosnia, restrained 
NATO commanders and re- 
fused to allow massive air 
raids to destroy Serb missfle 
installations around Bihac. 

The two International 
organisations and Western 
governments have been pub- 
licly at loggerheads for 
months over the use of 
NATO air power in Bosnia. 

Comm. Hewlett said the 
Bosnian Serbs were well- 
equipped with SAM 2, 6 and 
7 missiles and shot down a 
British Sea Harrier over 
Gorazde in eastern Bosnia 
last spring. 

“(NATO) aircraft in the 
air have reported locks-on 
from the (SAM) radars all 
over the area,” he added. 

UNPROFOR said that 
since NATO regarded radar 
lock-on as a hostile act re- 
quiring intervention, 
peacekeepers wanted to 
avoid the risk of an escalation 
in the conflict with Serbs 
holding around 500 U.N. per- 
sonnel hostage. 

Meanwhile two missiles hit 
the Bosnian presidency in 
central Sarajevo Friday while 
U.N. special envoy Yasushi 
Akashi was in the building, as 
Bosnian Serbs stepped up 
military pressure in Bosnia 
amid fresh diplomatic efforts 
to end the war. 

French U.N. Protection 
Force troops fired 90mm 
guns towards Serb lines after 
the. strikes. 

Foreign Ministers of the 
five nation “contact group” 
— Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia and the United States 


— prepared to meet in Brus- 
sels to discuss proposals to 
allow a Serb confederation. 

A missile hit the roof of the 
Bosnian presidency at 12:40 
a. am. (1140 GMT) and the 
other hit the first floor office 
of the speaker of the Bosnian 
parliament to the rear while 
the U.N. envoy was in the 
building for talks with Vice 
President Ejup Game. No 
casualties were immediately 
reported. 

Mr. Akashi was in 
Sarajevo for talks with Bos- 
nian officials and was plan- 
ning to travel Later to the 
Serb stronghold of Pale. 

He had paid an earlier visit 
to the presidency to meet Mr. 
Ganic but left temporarily 
since Mr. Ganic was in a 
meeting with U.S. envoy 
Charles Redman. 

Mr. Redman had left the 
building by the time the mis- 
siles struck. 

A few minutes earlier 
another projectile, said by an 
UNPROFOR official on the 
spot to be a wire-guided anti- 
tank missile, had nit a build- 
ing 150 metres from the pres- 
idency. 

A Fran co-British trip to 
Belgrade, getting mixed reac- 
tions from the Contact Group 
on Bosnia, was seen in Lon- 
don Friday as a sign of close- 
ness between London and 
Paris as U.S.-British ties hit 
new lows. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and French 
counterpart Alain Juppe 
announced in Brussels Thurs- 
day they would fly to Bel- 
grade Sunday for talks with 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

The aim, they said, was to 


try to revive an international 
peace plan for Bosnia by 
allowing the Bosnian Serbs to 
form a confederation with 
Serbia-dominated rump 
Yugoslavia. 

There has been speculation 
in Brussels, where the five- 
nation contact group was pie? 
paring to meet Friday, that 
Mr. Hurd and Mr. Juppe 
would offer Belgrade an eas- 
ing of international sanctions 
in return for recognition of 
Bosnia. 

Both Mr. Hurd and Mr. 
Jnppe have given their back- 
ing to the confederation plan 
as the centrepiece of a new 
diplomatic offensive bom out 
of the West's inability to stop 
the fighting in Bosnia. 

Mr. Hurd said any peace 
plan would have to involve a 
Serb withdrawal from some 
of the territory it has con- 
quered in the 32-month con- 
flict. 

Belgrade leaders have ex- 
pressed reservations over 
suggestions to link rump 
Yugoslavia — Serbia and 
Montenegro — with Bosnian 
Serbs in a confederation as 

m 

part of a revised peace settle- 
ment in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The idea was raised within 
the five-nation contact group 
seeking an end to the Bos- 
nian conflict, which met Fri-: 
day in Brussels. Under the 
suggestion, breakaway Bos- 
nian Serbs would maintain 
formal links with Belgrade'. 

Bosnian Serbs and Mus- 
lims have exchanged the 
bodies of more than 80 sol- 
diers killed during fierce 
fighting in the Muslim en- 
clave of Bihac in northwest 
Bosnia, Serb sources said 
here Friday. 


NATO tries to defuse enlargement row 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO 
foreign ministers Friday tried 
to keep relations with Russia 
on track and prevent Moscow 
from exploiting Transatlantic 
differences over the pace of 
preparing NATO enlarge- 
ment to include East Euro- 
pean stares. it .\ ; f . 

The', ■foreign , . inHusTer&* 
hosted, .a^. meeting^ gf jftpl 
North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council, the alliance’s coop- 
eration forum 

for the former Soviet Bloc, 
after Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev threw a 
spanner into NATO’s di- 
plomatic machinery. 

Mr. Kozyrev refused to 
sign a detailed partnership 
for peace (PFP) work prog- 
ramme Thursday because 
Moscow wanted “clarifica- 
tion” of a NATO announce- 
ment earlier in the day about 
a one-year study on the 
mechanics of NATO enlarge- 
ment. 

The United States took the 
initiative in pressing for a 
new impetus to NATO’s east- 
ward expansion, and Thurs- 
day’s statement avoiding any 
timetable for new countries 


to join was a compromise 
with the more cautious Euro- 
pean partners in NATO- 
, Russia has simultaneously 
- been pushing for closer links 
with the Western European 
Union defence grouping in an 
apparent drive to minimise 
i NATO's 

■ pean secnQfieyz -..-i. • - — ' ~ « 
« Mr. Kozyrev 
proposed creating a Russia- 
WEU consultative council 
and offered to provide Rus- 
. sian satellite intelligence to 
f the WEU, designated future 
defence arm of the European 
Union. 

One Western diplomat said 
there was no intention to 
offer any institutional links 
between Russia and the 
WEU. 

Mr. Kozyrev’s surprise in- 
tervention jarred with East 
European countries which 
are eager to get into NATO 
to benefit from its nuclear 
security guarantee. 

Polish Foreign Minister 
Andrzej Olechowski said he 
saw no reason for involving 
Russia in his country’s ap- 
plication to join NATO. 

“We don’t think it would 


be sensible or fruitful to 
negotiate with Russia about 
NATO,” he said. “Russia is 
not a member of NATO.” 

German Minister Kla:>-. 
Kinkel said he regrettcu the 
incident, which he said had to 
be viewed in the context of 
-Russia's domestic political 
'ritiiation, but be was very 
confident that Russia would 
sign the accords very soon. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Mike McCuriy 
told reporters the two sides 
would now “work towards a 
clarification'’ of some of the 
issues raised by Mr. Kozyrev, 
but added: “We are not cer- 
tain a lot of clarification 
needs to be done.” 

Briefing reporters after a 
Friday meeting lasting more 
than one our between Mr. 
Kozyrev and U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 
Mr. McCurry said Russia had 
been brief in advance at a 
variety of levels on Thurs- 
day's enlargement announce- 
ment. 

“We have absolute confi- 
dence that the thrust of the 
communique issued yester- 
day was very familiar to the 


Defiant Chechenya ignores Russian waverings 


GROZNY (R) — Rebel 
Chechenya, saying that Mos- 
cow was not to be trusted, 
maintained its defiance Fri- 
day as Russia wavered in its 
resolve to crush fighting in 
the breakaway region by 
force. 

“It is impossible to believe 
Russia. What she says m the 
morning, she contradicts in 
the evening. What she says in 
the evening, she contradicts 
in the morning,” Chechen 
President Dzhokar 
Dudayev's, chief adviser, 
Movlen SaJamo, told Reu- 
ters. 

Growing uncertainty in 
Kremlin statements i since 
Thursday did little to stop 
hostilities on the ground. Un- 
identified warplanes flew 
over the Chechen capital 
Grozny overnight, attracting 
fierce bursts on anti-aircraft 
fire. 

At least nine people have 
been killed in the past 24 
bours during air raids by un- 
identified warplanes on 
Grozny, Western journalists 
said Friday. 

The journalists counted 
nine bodies while examining 
the debris after air raids at 1 
p.m. (1000 GMT) and 4 p.m. 
(1200 GMT) Thursday, and 
at 1.30 a.m. Friday (2200 
GMT Thursday). 

A bomb dropped during 
the first attack hit a bus, 
cutting a woman in half. Mis- 
siles fired during the after- 
noon raid apparently went 
astray, hitting Argun, an area 
10-15 kilometres south-east 
of Grozny. 

Western journalists said 
houses at Argun were badly 
damaged. One correspon- 


dent saw eight mangled 
bodies laid out at private 
homes for funeral cere- 
monies. Local people said a 
total of eight people had been 
killed. 

The night raid hit a disused 
former Soviet military build- 
ing with two bombs. No offi- 
cial figures were available on 
casualties. 

A Moscow television chan- 
nel reported Friday that 50 
people had been killed over- 
night during an air raid. The 
Two By Two commercial 
channel said 15 buildings 
were also destroyed. But this 
report was not carried by 
Russian news agencies. 

“The situation will prob- 
ably be clearer by evening,” 
Mr. Salamo added. But he 
held out little hope that Rus- 
sia would significantly change 
its- .original tough position. 

A Russian parliamentary 
delegation held a second 
round of talks with Chechen 
leaders Friday. Discussions 
were to centre on the fete of 
70 Russians captured in 
weekend fighting. 

The Russian negotiators 
said here Friday at least some 
prisoners captured by the 
secessionist government's 
troops were regular Russian 
army soldiers. 

Russian Deputy Anatoli 
Chabad made die announce- 
ment after a meeting with 
Mr. Dudayev. 

President Boris Yeltsin bad 
earlier threatened to impose 
a state of emergency on the 
regino, which has been- an 
irritant to Moscow since it 
declared independence three 
years ago. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Tuesday 


■ ■ 

he owuld clamp down hard if 
the Chechen government and 
Moscow-backed opposition 
forces did not stop fighting 
and free prisoners within 48 
hours. 

But the deadline passed at 
dawn Thursday without an 
invasion by Russian forces 
massing on the border with 
Chechenya, which has a long, 
bloody history of resisting 
Moscow. 

The first sign Mr. Yeltsin 
might be rethinking his 
strategy came when a senior 
presidential source told 
ITAR-TASS news agency the 
Kremlin leader would* not 
sign a decree imposing a state 
of emergency on Chechenya 
in the 'very near future. 

The suspicions finned 
when, in a bizarre - , move, 
Mr. Yeltsin’s original ultima- 
tum to the two warring sides 
was reissued without the key 
phrase about introducing a 
state of emergency. 

The Presidential Press Ser- 
vice said “certain discrepan- 
cies” had appeared in the 
mass media about provisions 
in the document. 

The new version also drop- 
ped the words “all hope of 
internal solution has been ex- 
hausted.” Sevodnya news- 
paper said the president's 
office had been correcting a 
“technical mistake.” 

Mr. Yeltsin might be re- 
membering what happened in 
November 1991. when he 
slapped a state of emergency 
on the oil-refining republic 
and flew in troops. 

Mr. Dudayev's forces 
blockaded the airport, forc- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin into a humi- 
liating climb-down. 


Also on Mr. Yeltsin’s mind 
will be the fate of Russians 
whom Chechen forces cap- 
tured during a failed opposi- 
tion attempt to st o r m Groz-. 
ny. 

Russia has offered moral 
and financial support to 
opposition forces in 
Chechenya but has denied 
any military involvement, 
saying all Russians there 
went of their own accord. 

Defence Minister Pavel 
Gracbev broke with this view 
Thursday when he admitted 
some of the captives were 
Russian servicemen. 

On Monday Mr. Dudayev 
threatened to execute the 
captives. But he has since 
said they will be put on trial'. 

Moscow denies involve- 
ment in bombing raids on the 
outskirts of Grozny but a 
senior opposition official in 
Chechenya has conceded the 
planes were Russian. 

The Russian delegation, 
upset by being caught in the 
Thursday night air raid, tele- 
phoned the Moscow Defence 
Ministry to find out whose 
planes were in the sky over 
Grozny. 

"They did not confirm 
there that the planes be- 
longed to the Ri sisan army,” 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted parliamentary Depu- 
ty Valentin Kovalyov as 
saying. 

Mr. Dudayev, meanwhile, 
has moved his office to the 
safety of the basement at 
Grozny’s vast Soviet-era 
presidential palace. A ample 
desk and the green flag of 
Chechenya compete for 
space with gurgling hot-water 
pipes. 


Russian government prior to 
yesterday." Mr. McCurry 
said, adding that the incident 
“does not change any aspect" 
of NATO's decision. 

A Russian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Georgy Kara- 
sin told reporters “he 
(Kozyrev) wanted to get an 
idea of what NATO evolu- 
tion will be because Russia 
has to clearly understand the 1 
strategy and concept of 1 
NATO.” 

But the spokesman did not 
say when and whether Russia 
wonld sign up to the detailed 
cooperation programmes 
with NATO. 

Estonian Foreign Minister 
Juri Luik, described Mr. 
Kozyrev's refusal to conclude 
accords with NATO as a 
“posture.” adding: “If we ‘‘ 
share common values we- 
should not do things like that! 

If we do not. we should say 
so.” 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd played down . 
the significance of the dis- ■ 
pure, saying: “I think the*' 
partnership between Russia 
and NATO is too important' 
for Russia and too important' . 
for NATO to get lost.” "• 
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Vigil against disease 

JORDAN’S OBSERVANCE of World AIDS 
Day Thursday was low key at best. The event 
received minimal coverage from the media 
and only muted concern was expressed by 
our institutions. This could be explained by 
the fact that the official figures about the 
number of people in Jordan who contracted 
the deadly disease is relatively small. The 
minister of health. Dr. Aref Batayneh, re- 
vealed on the occasion that only 116 people, 
residents of Jordan have the Acquired Im- 
mune Deficiency Syndrome, 34 of whom are 
non- Jordanians. 

A better explanation, though, could be the 
cultural factor which inhibits a free flow of 
information about the hi ghly communicable 
disease and how best to prevent it. Sex per se 
is still treated as a taboo, not to be discussed 
openly in society, especially with or among 
our youth. Schools barely mention the prob- 
lem and if and when they do, it is done in 
such a way that it becomes ineffective. 

To put the crisis in proper perspective, it is 
doubtful that the official figure released by 
the minister of health about the number of 
people in Jordan with AIDS tallies with the 
real number. It must be borne in mind that 
so many cases go on unreported or, worst 
still, undetected. There are hardly routine 
blood examinations in the country that in- 
clude the search for the presence of the fatal 
virus. There is also no campaign to encour- 
age Jordanians to undertake such periodic 
tests. It stands to reason therefore that the 
problem in Jordan is much bigger than 
officially acknowledged. 

We also seem to target non-Jordanians for 
close surveillance by requiring non- 
Jordanian workers to undergo blood tests for 
AIDS. This is ludicrous, since AIDS is not 
nationality oriented and does not respect 
boundary lines between nations. Thus we 
had better start thinkin g of a more compre- 
hensive approach to check the spread of the 
disease by encouraging not only a more 
widespread blood testing but also by putting 
into effect a more meaningful campaign to 
combat it. 

The country is on the threshold of a new 
era, when contacts with tourists and neigh- 
bours would increase by leaps and bonds, a 
process that necessitates and calls for a 
regional approach. It is necessary in this 
context to put in place a regional programme 
of action in which all the countries of the area 
take part. In the final analysis. World AIDS 
Day is not just a one-day affair but a 
continuous campaign to check the spread of 
the disease on a global scale. 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i daily said that the rate of 
unemployed Jordanians was on the increase simply because 
the Jordanian government is allowing foreign workers to 
get the jobs that could easily be Riled by local job seekers. 
Tareq Masarweh said that the Labour Ministry ought to 
impose restrictions on the employment of guest workers 
and force local employers to give priority to Jordanians. 
Jordan opens its doors to foreign workers at a time when 
young Jordanian men remain idle watching foreigners 
filling all kinds of jobs, charged the writer. He said that it is 
largely due to the low wages which are offered to the 
Egyptian workers that unemployment among Jordanians is 
on the increase. He said that school graduate can and 
should be given the chance to work at gas stations or stores 
and bakeries but the Labour Ministry ought at the same 
time to fix minimum wages, thus encouraging. Jordanians 
to take up jobs now filled by foreigners. Furthermore, the 
Labour Ministry should ensure that only those jobs that 
could not be taken by Jordanians could be offered to 
foreigners for a limited period of time, demanded the 
writer. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour criticised govemment- 
;pon5ored propaganda about major potentials in the 
.ourism industry as a result of the peace treaty with Israel. 
Samih Maaitah said that the Jordanian public has been 
repeatedly told that tourism will flourish as a result of the 
reaty and that the Jordanians' standard of living will 
m prove as a result. But the writer said that Jordan has 
ilways been a country abounding with tourist attractions 
')efore the treaty' has ever been contemplated and one 
should not expect huge numbers of Israelis to come here to 
cause prosperity in the tourism industry as anticipated or 
orchestrated by the official information services. One could 
expect a few thousand Israelis to come annually, but any 
income expected from their visit would surely be out- 
weighed by the cost of services which Jordanian tourist 
facilities will have to incur, concluded the writer. 
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Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keflani 


willing 


but are the European? 


THE WAY has been clearly laid tor increased Jordanian- 
European cooperation and a higher-profile European 
involvement in the Middle East in general with the talks 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan had with senior 
officials of the 12-member European Union (EU) and the 
European Commission, the EU's executive arm. in Brus- 
sels last week. 

It remains to be seen how far the EU is willing to go in 
realising the requirements of peace in the Middle East. 
Indeedr the commitment is there. The history of EU 
involvement in the peace process itself left a lot to be 
desired, but then there was a strong justification that it was 
an American game and Washington was setting the rules 
which did not allow much European or any other involve- 
ment in the actual Arab-Israeli negotiations. It holds true 
today that Europe may not be able to do much in breaking 
the Israeli-Syrian deadlock either. Hopefully, as things get 
along’ some formula would be found where Europe could 
play a stronger cataiystic role in pushing the Syrian-Israeli 
and Lebanese- Israeli negotiations. In this context, the 
lifting of an eight-year arms embargo imposed by the EU 
against Syria was indeed a welcome development if only 
because it signals a much-needed shot in the aim for 
Damasscus. 

As far as one could remember. Jordan has always called 
for a strong European role in the Middle-East, not only in 
the context of efforts to achieve Arab-Israeli peace but also 
in the quest for developing the region itself. By and large 
only a handful of the European states appeared to have 
been doing anything beyond vocal support for the Arab 
cause in the political context and seemed to be balking at 
intimate economic involvement with the countries of the 
region. Perhaps one could understand their hesitance in 
view of the tension and political and military uncertainties 
that reigned in the Middle East for more years than we 
could care or like to remember. 

Now that peace is here, after the Palestinians opted for 
their own course of political actions to settle their dispute 
with Israel, we in Jordan believe that the Europeans should 
take a closer look at their links with the Kingdom. 

Crown Prince Hassan, in his EU talks last week, not only 
brought the Europeans to take a closer look but also 
opened the door wide for them to step in and take 
advantage of the opportunities available in the Kingdom, 
as well as elsewhere in the region through Amman. 

Granted that a sound investment climate coupled with 
political and economic stability and good prospects for 
returns are the key elements that invite foreign investment 
to any country. But government policies and approaches 
are vital to instil such private sector confidence. And that is 
•where the EU governments should take the initiative. 

Beyond what we see as the immense untapped resources 
and business opportunities that Jordan offers in a state of 
n^ace and tranquility, the Kingdom, by virtue of its 


geopolitical features, also holds out all promises of a revival 
of its centuries-old role as a trade route linking the East 
with the West. This point has been made and accepted over 
the decades, but to our disappointment not much was done 
to capitalise on it. 

We do appreciate that one of the key considerations that 
Europe would have while considering its political, and 
economic links with any country is the extent of political 
stability that exists in the concerned country. We do not 
think that the Europeans need any reminder that Jordan is 
in the throes of demoerarisarion far beyond any other 
countrv in the region and the Arab World in general and 
our leadership has made it more than abundantly dear that 
we have opted for democracy as a way of life ana are on an 
irreversible path, or that Jordan is compared with some of 
the developed countries in terms of democracy rather than 
the countries of the Middle East. Indeed, there may be 
gaps here and there, but then we are only five years into a 
never-ending process. 

In essence, all the elements that not only Europe but also 
international community hold aloft as sacred principles of 
free life are present in Jordan and we are committed to 
nurturing them further for the sake of our own future and 
progress. It is not something that we adopted as a result of 
external or internal pressure. It was the natural course of 
action stemming from strong convictions and beliefs. 

Over and above everything else, we have a political 
leadership which has proved its long vision and wisdom to 
the entire world. 

The whole sum of what Jordan offers to Europe, which, 
arguably, understands the region better than our trans- 
Atianric friends in the Americas, is simple and clear: We 
are a forward-looking country with proven credentials and 
an immense wealth of human resources. We have proved to 
be capable of not only surviving some of the worst crises 
that could ever hit a" people and country but also have 
learnt a lot from our experience to realise and appreciate 
that there is nothing like self-reliance to achieve our 
national aspirations. We are on the road to achieving 
self-reliance but we need help along the way. We are 
improving the climate for investment in the country by 
removing'all hurdles and increasing the incentives we offer. 
We are focusing on the private sector to play the major role 
in our economic development and are committed to 
bringing about a free market economy. 

Indeed, it goes without saying that Europe. Japan and 
other friends of Jordan, foremost among them the United 
States, have extended and are extending help to us to 
achieve our goals. What we are trying to do now is to 
prepare ourselves and our friends to a course that goes 
hand in hand with the political changes that have been 
brought about by peace in the region so that time, the 
essence of all. is brought to our side of the bargain. 
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A treaty must be more than words 





By Kama! Naffa 

AS A Jordanian American, I 
watched history, being made 
a few weeks ago while I was 
visiting relatives and friends 
in Jordan. 

The peace treaty, signed by 
Jordan and Israel on Oct. 26. 
witnessed by President Clin- 
ton in Wadi-Araba and rati- 
fied by both the “Israeli 
Knesset and the Jordanian 
Parliament, has paved the 
way for various modes of 
economic cooperation and 
trade, the exchange of 
ambassadors, bridge-crossing 
openings, tourism and joint 
pro j ects to bui Id a new . 
peaceful and prosperous 
Middle East after decades of 
hostility, wars, pain and deep 
suspicions. 

But many Jordanians, in- 
cluding a former prime minis- 
ter. opposed the treaty: 23 
members of the 80-member 
Parliament including a 
powerful block of Muslim 
fundamentalists, voted 
against the treaty. Jordan, 
proud to call itself a democra- 
cy and a pluralistic society, 
experienced an intense of the 
accord with Israel. The forces 
of moderation and realism 
won, and immediately King 
Hussein joyously journeyed 
to the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee to exchange the rati- 
fication documents with 
prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 


In Jordan, there was a 
general acceptance of Israel 
as a neighbour, but no 
celebration. Many Jorda- 
nians welcomed the peace 
treaty in large measure be- 
cause of their faith and trust 
in their popular leader. King 
Hussein. But it was guarded 
optimism. To suddenly cele- 
brate a peace treaty after 50 
years of animosity, wars, 
deep-seated suspicions and 
negative indoctrination was 
psychologically and emo- 
tionally not possible. What 
was possible, however, was 
the readiness of the people 
for peace. 

Will the peace treaty en- 
dure? Yes. if certain condi- 
tions follow. 

First comprehensive peace 
needs to be achieved. Peace 
with Jordan is conditional on 
meaningful full autonomy 
and self-determination for 
the Palestinians. Also, it is 
conditional on peace between 
Syria and Israel. Currently, 
Israel is negotiating peace 
treaties with each Arab state. 
But no lasting peace is possi- 
ble unless a comprehensive 
peace is accomplished — 
soon. 

Another condition for the 
peace process to work is 
speed. Islamic religious radic- 
als are well-organised, well- 
financed and determined to 
wreck any reconciliation with 
the Jewish state. The best 
way to weaken thesr power is 


for the peace treaty to start 
paying dividends as soon as 
possible. 

Then there is a need for 
restitution. Hie Palestinians 
must be compensated for 
their losses. This is a 
monumental task that will 
involve the United States, the 
United Nations. Israel and 
Arab countries. The magni- 
tude of this refugee problem 
is great; 457 Palestinian 
towns and villages have been 
destroyed by the Israeli au- 
thorities to make room for 
settlements since occupation 
of the West Bank in 1967. 

Another condition for 
peace requires determining 
the fate of Jerusalem. This is 
possibly the thorniest prob- 
lem. Because of the great 
emotional and religious 
attachment of the Jews and 
the Arabs to Jerusalem, the 
fate of this city could deter- 
mine the fate of one or all of 
the peace accords. There is 
no reason why Jerusalem 
should not be the capital of 
both Israel and Palestine. 
However, it trill take rhe 
wisdom of many Solomons to 
resolve it. 

There is also a need to 
transform attitude and out-' 
look. Both Arabs and Jews 
need to dispel their negative 
mythologies, stereotypes and 
fears and start seeing each 
Other as human beings. 
Arabs need to accept that 


even though Israel is an out- 
post of Western civilisation, 
there is much good in that 
tradition. Israelis must learn 
that although their neigh- 
bours have not yet been fully 
liberated from centuries of 
Ottoman and colonial rule, 
they are the heirs to a great 
civilisation that enriched and 
illuminated Europe in the 
Middle and Dark Ages. 

Finally, there is the respon- 
sibility of the Arab and Jew- 
ish communities in the Un- 
ited States. The American 
Jewish community is very 
powerful politically, finan- 
cially and socially; it has been 
and is still strongly commit- 
ted to the state of Israel. A 
symposium of reconciliation 
and exploration of the possi- 
bilities of peace should be 
sponsored by the American 
Jewish community in coop- 
eration with the American 
Arab community. This would 
be a fitting undertaking to 
advance the cause of peace 
by bringing together the best 
minds of both peoples for the 
first time in 50 years. A peace 
of dynamic active involve- 
ment by all would usher in a 
golden age in the biblical 
lands of milk and honey. 

Kama! Naffa is a professor 
emeritus of philosophy at 
Fullerton College. The article 
is reprinted from the Los 
Angeles Times. 
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Poverty, absence of 
democratic institutions are 
reasons for violence 
in self- rule areas 

Reviewed by Elia Nasrsllab 


THE LOCAL Arabic 
dailies in the past week 
discussed the Middle East 
peace, the situation in Bos- 
nia and domestic affairs. 

Laila Hmoud, a col- 
umnist in AI Ra'i said that 
in the wake of the peace 
treaty with Jordan. Israel 
ought to prove its good 
intentions and take the im- 
portant step of repatriating 
the Palestinian refugees who 
lost their homes and lands 
since 194S. 

The writer said that Israel 
recognises that it has been 
oppressing the Palestinians 
ana causing their displace- 
ment since it occupied 
Palestinian-lands in 1948, so 

it should* offer compensa- 
tion to those uprooted from 
their homeland if repatria- 
tion is impossible or if the 
refugees decline to return 
under the present dreumst- 


D r . M o h a mm a d 
Qariouti. a columnist in AI 
Ra'i said that Israel should 
undertake measures to 
achieve a comprehensive 
peace on all fronts, now 
that it concluded a peace 
treaty with Jordan. 

The writer said that 
Israel’s harrassment of the 
Palestinians over the pre- 
sence of Orient House in 
Jerusalem and its continued 
repression against the 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip do 
not help the cause of a 
comprehensive peace. 

Taher AI Adwan, a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour, dis- 
cussed Israel’s continued 
attacks on Lebanese terri- 
tory and the Palestinians 
under its rule, saying that 
these actions are dissipating 
the dream of real peace in 
the region. __ 

The writer said that Israel 
is continually receiving 
asistance of ail forms from 
the United States and the 
European nations, which 
helps it secure its hold on 
the Arab lands. 

The absence of democra- 
tic institutions in the 
Palestinian lands and 
poverty are basic elements 
motivating the violence in 
the self-rule areas, while 
the continued Israeli 
occupation is causing the 
resistance to step up its ac- 
tions against the Israelis, 
said Walid Abu Baker, a 
columnist in AI Dustour. 

The writer said Hamas 
and the Palestine National 
Authority should open a 
dialogue to reach agree- 
ment on democratic rule 


rather ihan resort to cor. 
front at ion. 

Furthermore, the Palesti- 
nians in Ain AI Hilweh 
Camp in South Lebanon 
Ought to copw to under- 
standing on democratic 
basis rather than attack on 
each other and shedding 
Palestinian blood, said the 
writer. 

Any violence that takes 
the life of Palestinians is a 
gain for the Israelis and the 
continued occupation, he 
added. 

A! Ra'i daily discussed 
the situation in Bosnia and 
said that the Serbs are com- 
mitting gcnocule under the 
nose of the world commun- 
ity while the L’niced Na- 
tions is shirking its responsi- 
bility toward^ (he defence- 
less Muslims of Bosnia. 

The paper said that the 
Europeans are finding pre- 
texts for not interfering by 
force to end the Serbian 
aggression, thus allowing 
the women and children of 
Bosnia to face death and 
starvation. 

Ibrahim AI Absi. a col- 
umnist in AI Ra'i daily, 
stressed that the United 
States and the European, 
nations can. if they want, 
end the Serbian aggression 
on Bosnia and stop the mas- 
sacring of innocent civi- 
lians. 

Absi said that alter hav- 
ing committed itself to help 
the Bosnians, the NATO 
alliance backed away and 
found pretexts for shirking 
its humanitarian responsi- 
bility. 

He expressed fear that 
the massacring of the Mus- 
lim people in Bosnia would 
mark the srart of a genocide 
campaign against European 
Muslims. 

Salameh Ekour, a col- 
umnist in Sawt AI Shaab 
daily, accused the gotem- 
:r <fnent of neglecting its re- 
sponsibility towards the 
agricultural sector in Jor- 
dan. 

The writer said that Jor- 
dan should be enabled to 
produce sufficient cereals.' 
vegetables, fruit and animal 
feed to save a fortune in 
hard currency, spent on im- 
porting these commodities. 

He said that although the 
country is giving support for 
the industrial and services 
sectors, the government 
should not ignore agricul- 
ture and should encourage 
the farmers to produce 
commodities which are in 
high demand and ensure 
food security for rhe King- 
dom. 
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While U.N. debates 
Serbs virtually close 


By Robert H. Reid 

The Associated Press 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina — While the 
United Nations deliberates 
whether to continue opera- 
tions in Bosnia, the Bosnian 
Serbs basically have derided 
the issue. They have virtually 
closed the mission down. 

Cbnsider: 

— Delivery of humanita- 
rian aid to civilians is basic to 
the U.N. mission. But Bos- 
nian Serbs have refused to 
approve convoys through 
their territory. 

— Sarajevo depends on the 
U.N. airbridge for 80 per 
cent of its supplies. For more 
than a week, the up-again, 
down-again airlift has not 
flown because the Serbs re- 
fuse to approve flights. To 
reinforce the message, the 
Serbs deployed surface-to-air 
missiles in the air corridor 
approaching Sarajevo. 

— More than 400 
peacekeepers, including 
French. British, Dutch! 
Canadians and Ukrainians, 
been taken hostage 
against future NATO strikes. 

Apart from delivering 
humanitarian aid, the U.N 
mission is supposed to en- 
force agreements. Such as 
those on removal of heavy 
weapons from the Sarajevo 
area and on protection of 
U.N. “safe areas." 

Those military functions 
have been severely curtailed 
n* United Nations is ™able 

P«™«sion from 
the Bosnian Serbs to resunnlv 
its own units in isolated Mu*, 
lun enclaves such as Bihnr 
and Srebrenica. 

Most of the detained 
peacekeepers were guarding 


collection points in ll 
Sarajevo area, where Bo 
nian Serbs stored heavy gui 
after last February's NAT 
ultimatum to remove su< 
weapons from within '1 
kilometres of Sarajevo. 

Both the Bosnian Serb at 
government forces routine 
have put banned weapons 
the zone. Apart from bit 
and bluster, the U.N. h 
found no tools to force cor 
pliance. 

Last week, Bosnian Se 
soldiers simply drove up 
the nine collection points at 
surrounded them, trappii 
the peacekeepers inside. T! 
presence of U.N. hostag 
virtually guarantees r 
NATO air strikes to folic 
three last week. 

U.N. relations with bo 
sides have been touchy, ai 
are getting worse. The Ser 
are in a position to punish tl 
United Nations. 

t . ^? urCcs who attended 
U.N. staff meeting Thursd, 
quoted the commander f 
Bosnia, Lt. Gen. Sir Mictu 
Kose. as saying that the Be 
man Serbs “have dcclar 
wa I Y on the United Nation 
Un Wednesday. Bosni 
. r “ leader Radovan Kan 
zic refused to meet U.l 

™f^ larv-General Boutr 
Ghah at the Sarajevo airpo 

p Gh ali had come 
Sarajevo to warn the t\ 

S* Uniletl Natio 
ght puli out of Bosn 

Hencegovma entirely if th 
did not cooperate with t 
peacekeepers. 

officials, speaking i 
°, f “"onymitv, s 
haX T B <*nian *Set 

have decided lft , 

harassment j n hopes f 
- packs up artj leave 
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Inter-seas canal projects — - leading the future by the hand 


THE DEAD Sea is as old as 
history. It has been scientifi- 
cally established that the 
catchment areas of the Dead 
Sea that is Jordan, Palestine 
and Israel of today, go back 
to about 500 million years. 

The Jordan River is the 
main-source of fresh water 
feeding the sea, and for mil- 
lennia fresh water from rain 
and streams from Mount 
Nebo carrying salt from rocks 
and soil has flown through 
the Jordan Rift Valley into 
the Dead Sea. 


The Dead Sea was men- 
tioned in the Old Testament, 
and the Holy Koran. It was 
described by Romans, 
Greeks and Arabs as the Sea 
of Sodom, Dragon, Araba. 
Asphalt and Lot. The Dead 
Sea is also known as the 
lowest point on earth, which 
is 392 metres below sea level, 
and the world's saltiest 
“lake”, where salinity 
reaches about 300 per litre. 


The Dead Sea waters were 
stirred to life as early as the 
times of the Prophet Ezekiel. 
The concept of water from 
the great seas pouring into 
the Deas Sea basin has been 
the subject of some of the 
oldest religious beliefs in the 
world. In the book of Eze- 
kiel, in Chapter 47, it is writ- 
ten that “this water will go 
out to the eastern region and 
down into the Araba and into 
the sea; and when it enters 
the stagnant waters of the sea 
the water shall be healed... it 
will come about that fisher- 
men will stand beside it; from 
Em Gedi to Ein Eglaim there 
will be a place for the spread- 
ing of nets. The fish will be 
according to their kinds, like 
the fish of the great sea, very 
many. But the swamps and 
marches shall not be healed, 
they will be left for salt." 

The plans for the life-res- 
toring project of having 
Mediterranean Sea water in 
the Dead Sea has had recep- 
tive ears in the religious com- 
munities. But the people of 
that time bad neither the 
power nor the technical 
know-how to make the 
dream of bringing life to the 
Dead Sea possible. We do, 
and it is now possible to fulfil 
die dream of the prophets in 
the land of- the prophets' 


British, took to consider 
seriously the building of a 
canal from Haifa, on the 
Mediterranean, to the Jordan 
valley, creating a huge lake 

at would include the Sea of 
°* Galilee, the Jordan River, 
and the Dead Sea — and then 
connect this giant inland sea 
with the Red Sea, thus bring- 
ing together the waters of the 
three seas in one sweep: The 
Mediterranean with the Dead 
Sea and the Red Sea. 

The goal was to cut a new 
passage to India, so that the 
British empire could more 
easily and quickly service and 
protect its overseas posses- 
sions. 

Early suiyeys and reports 
on the British plan demons- 
trated very little concern for 
the problems that would be 
caused by the new “lake,” 
which would inundate Tiber- 
ias, Beit Shean and Jericho 
— the oldest town in the 
world. The British then be- 
lieved that since the Turkish 
sultan controlled the lands of 
Palestine and Jordan, he 
could be persuaded to give 
concessions in exchange for a 
few modest favours. The sul- 
tan turned down the British 
overtures. 

At the turn of the 
nineteenth century, die baro- 
meter of political tension be- 
tween Britain and France was 
marked by the ddictates of 
nationalistic euphoria. And 
as the British realised it was 
impossible to go through with 
the Haifa canal, the French 
came to realise that the pros- 
pect of a canal through the 
Suez Isthmus is far-fetched. 

Among other obstacles, 
was the believed difference of 
about 30 feet between the 
level of the Mediterranean 
and the Red Seas. During 
Napoleon's occupation of 
Egypt, Engineer Charles Le 
Pere was sent from France to 
study the possibility of a can- 
al. Not knowing how to deal 
with the differences in the 
levels of the two seas, Le 
Pere recommended against 
the Suez Canal and advo- 
cated the rebuilding of the 
famous inland canal of the 
pharoahs. first built about 
4000 years ago and connect- 
ing a branch of the Nile with 
The Red Sea. 

But the remarkable and 
resourceful Ferdinand de 


Lesseps soon appeared on 

history 


The occupation of Eprpt 


and the levant by Napoleon 
in 1798 managed to enhance 
the geo-political importance 
Che De 


the 



of the Dead Sea and 
Jordan Rift Valley. The 
dictions of the Prophet tze- 
kiel, ail of a sudden, became 
a poignant revelation in the 
arsenals of the European col- 
onial powers. The French, 
during their short sojourn in 
Egypt, were contemplating 
the feasibility of linking the 
Mediterranean Sea to the 
Dead Sea through the Suez 
Isthmus. 

Not to be outdone, the 


the scene* and -history was 
changed. De Lessens turned 
the first spadefm of sand on 
the project in April 1859, and 
what had seemed an impossi- 
bility was completed and in 
service ten years later. It is 
hard to imagine world ship- 
ping and trade without the 
marvel of the Suez Canal. 

Concurrently, the opening 
of the Suez Canal brought 
about ripples upon ripples of 
strategic changes and chal- 
lenges between the imperial- 
ists of Europe. 

In fact, historians and pow- 
er-politics mavericks will not 
be off tangent should they 


maintain that what precipi- 
tated the creation of the state 
of Israel, in the wake of 
World War I, was basically 
motivated by strategic con- 
siderations, rather than the 
concern of Britain over the 
welfare of world Jewry. The proj 
need to protea the left bank O 
of the Suez t^anal became 
Britain's top priority. 

With the creation of the 
state of Israel, the economic 
potentials from the realisa- 
tion of connecting the 
Mediterranean Sea or the 
Red Sea with the Dead Sea 
came under focus. 

After years of considera- 
tion of all kinds of proposals, 
the Israeli government, in 
1978, set up a series of official 
studies and structures to find 
a solid answer to whether 
such canals could actually be 
built. The Israeli government 
required that the studies be 
based on sound data and that 
they recommend the best 
route of the seven proposed 
Med-Dead routes for such a 
canal. The studies were to be 
accompanied by test boring, 
cost-benefit analyses, a sum- 
mary of political considera- 
tions, proposed budgets and 
detailed construction time 
tables. 

One hundred million dollar 
were raised by Israeli bonds 
ro fund the project, and the 
MDS Co. (Mediterranean- 
Dead Sea Company) was 
established by the govern- 
ment in 1981. 

From 1981 to 1984 the 
MDS made a thorough sur- 
vey of the engineering prob- 
lems that would accompany 
the project, with special 
emphasis on the probable en- 
vironmental impact of build- 
ing the canals, that is the 
Med-Dead and the Red- 
Dead as an alternative. 

The MDS studied not only 
the Dead Sea area, but the 
entire region-both above and 
below ground. Construction 
time was estimated then at 
about nine years, with a total 
cost projection placed at ab- 
out $2 billion. 

The euphoria which prop- 
elled the drive to go through 
with the inter-sea canal ran 
out of steam in 1984. In fact, 
in 1986 the Knesset disman- 
tled and completely closed 
the MDS. The reasons given 
then by the Israeli govern- 
ment were flimsy;, in effect 
they were' purely geo-poli- 
tical. 

While researching the liter- 
ature on the subject, two 
prominent names involved in 
the MDS kept cropping up. 

On was that of Donald 
Mel nick, project manager of 
B.W. Engineers, the Amer- 
ican company engaged to do 
the comprehensive feasibility 
review report. Mr. Melnick’s 
laconi comment on the 
reasons which brought about 
the dismantling of the project 
could be summed up as fol- 
lows “...the principle reason 
was based solely on the cost- 
sale of electricity... meaning 


that the project is not econo- 
mically feasible and that it 
will not pay for itself.” 
Assuming that this is true, 
unfortunately no thought was 
given to the many and signifi- 
cant ancillary benefits of the 
'ect. 

n the other hand, one of 
the advocates of the project, 
Shlomo Drori, who could not 
remain silent, wrote in depth 
on the merits of the subject 
on regional basis rather than 
on what is good in it for 
Israel. Here are excerpted 
passages by Mr. Drori: 
“...The importance of the 
inter-sea canal, ...is not so 
much its ability to supply 
Israel with cheap electricity, 
but rather first and foremost 
to provide cheap electricity... 
to Jordan... 


Indeed, the inter-sea can- 


al might veiy well represent a 

ultimately 
topple the diplomatic brick 


force which will ultimate!' 


walls that mar and distort the 
geopolitical expanse, that is 
the Middle East. 

“The inter-sea canal is... 
not a project situated solely 
in Israeli territory, but a pro- 
ject which will transform the 
border between Israel and 
Jordan, from Eilat and 
Aqaba to the Dead Sea into 
an international region.” 

By internationalising the 
project, Mr. Drori was 
prophesying the heralding of 
the state of Palestine which 
stands to participate and 
share in the benefits. 


With the pertinancy of the 
clairvoyant, Mr. Drori 
added,” ...The primary 
objective needn't be the de- 
velopment of Israel, but 
rather the development of 
Jordan... Jordan is blessed 
with rich potash and phos- 
phate deposits and therefore 
cheap electricity could veiy 
well make her the leading 
supplier of chemical fertilis- 
ers for the Arab and Muslim 
worlds. Bromine extracted 
from the Dead Sea, coupled 
with cheap electricity could 
also enable Jordan to supply 
needed agricultural pesticides 
to the entire Arab World... 


etc, 




In the meantime, and with 
subdued eloquency, Jorda- 
nian scientists, economists, 
water, energy and mineral 
resources experts have been 
working for years~on a major 
plan for the Wadi Araba and 
the Kingdom's whole water 
system. 

While Israeli experts were 
thinking of the Med-dead 
canal, Jordanian experts 
were contemplating the advi- 
sability of concentrating on 
the Red Sea — Dead Sea 
canal project. 

Tie generally accepted 
plans, by both Jordan and 
Israel, for the construction of 
the inter-seas canal projects 
are being considered along 
the following lines: 

1. Bring sea water from the 
Gulf of Aqaba through the 
Wadi Araba via surface can- 


28 listed fair to serious 


(Continued from page 1) 


were admitted there on 
Thursday, 12 had left and the 
rest are expected to be re- 
leased in the next few days. 

“We received four bodies 
and the other five were trans- 
ferred to the military hospital 
because there was no space in 
our hospital, and two other 
victims were transferred to 
hospitals in Amman,” the 
hospital official told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday. 

This is the third tragic bus 
aeddent to have been re- 
ported in Jordan in the past 
seven months. 

On May 1, a bus collision 
on the A mm an- Mad aba road 
claimed the lives of ten peo- 
ple, and left IS injured. The 
accident was blamed on 
dangerous overtaking by a 
water tanker driver who 
attempted to overtake a pas- 


senger vehicle and met head- 
on with the bus. 

On June 27, an accident 
that involved three vehicles, 
two passenger buses and a 
tractor that was carrying six 
passengers, left 31 people 
dead and more than 90 peo- 
ple injured, in one of the 
worst accidents to be re- 
ported in the Kingdom this 
year. 

According to recent num- 
bers released by the Society 
for the Prevention of Road 
Accidents (SPRA), which 
organised a march last 
September to stop road acci- 
dents, 24,799 road accidents 
claimed the lives of 440 peo- 
ple and left 11,754 injured in 
1993. _ 

The past five years, 1,950 
people were killed as a result 
of road accidents hi Jordan. 


Hariri resignation ‘final’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

phones and electricity ser- hind parliament s authority 


IV 


vices and other utilities. 

But he has repeatedly 
clashed with parliament 
under Mr. Bern, a civil war 
militia chieftain. 

Pro-Berri ministers in the 
government were always 
against Mr. Hariri, a source 
dose to the prime minister 
said. 

“How can Hariri rule with 
Berri always against him? 
Beni’s ministers are always 
against Hariri,” the source 
said. 

"The simmering conflict 
Bw oen Hariri and Berri 
seems to have exploded.” an 
analyst told Reuters. 

“It is rivalry, nothing else, 
Berri is a very ambitious 
* man. So is Hariri in another 
way. Bern wants die final say 
. in everything and hides be- 



Parliament turned down 
Mr. Hariri’s request for spe- 
cial powers to push ahead 
with reconstruction when be 
took office in 1992. 

It is refusing urgent pas- 
sage of Mr. Hariri’s $11.38 
billion Horizon 2000 plan to 
rebuild Lebanon in 10 years. 

Mr. Hariri is also believed 
to be frustrated at Mr. Beni’s 
failure to give the go-ahead 
to his proposal for parliament 
to authorise establishment of 
a multi-million dollar com- 
pany to rebuild Beirut's war- 
shattered and impoverished 
southern suburbs. 

The proposed Alisar com- 
pany would be similar to Soli- 
Sere. the S3 billion company 
established in June which has 
begun rebuilding Beirut s 
war-shattered city centre. 


Jordan Times Tel: 667171 


Majali returns after visits 


(Continued 

ty and he expressed satisfac- 
tion over the treaty and 
appreciation of the stands of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and the position of Jordan on 
various issues,” said Dr. Ma- 
jali. 

He said that he also met 
with the Tunisian prime 


from page 1) 

minister, Hamed A1 Qurawi, 
and agreed with him to en- 
hance relations between the 
two countries, noting that a 
higher Jordanian-Tunisian 
joint committee headed by 
the prime ministers of the 
two countries will hold its 
first meeting next month. 


Israel and Syria spar 


(Continued from page 1) 


prior conditions where any 
party can express its own 
views and no party can im- 
pose its views on the other,” 
he said. “President Assad is 
asking that before the nego- 
tiations will start Israel will 
accept the full position of 
Syria.” 

Mr. Peres later told a news 
conference that Israel would 
neither put conditions on 
Syria nor accept them from 
Syria. He urged Mr. Assad to 
embrace the chance for 
peace, saying that Damascus 
was 15 years behind Cairo in 
benefiting from peace with 
Israel. 

“The greatest help they 
can get is from peace itself,” 
Mr. Peres said. “Peace is a 
great donation even In econo- 
mic terms. I am afraid that 
Syria is 15 years behind 
Sadat,” be said of late Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat 
who signed the Camp David 
accord. 

On Friday, Syria's 
government-run A1 Thawia 
daily accused Israel of con- 
tinuing to pursue “war and 
aggression” to intimidate the 
Arabs into peace on its 
terms. 

“If Syria really prefers the 
present situation over the 

J ieace, peace cannot be 
breed,” Mr. Rabin said. 
“We cannot force it on the 
Syrians. The Syrians cannot 
force it mi us, and the United 
States understands that coer- 
cion and peace contradict 


each other.” 

Itamar Rabinovich, Israel’s 
U.S. ambassador and a lead- 
ing negotiator with the Sy- 
rians, said it was up to Mr. 
Christopher to rescue the 
faltering peace process. 

“It is very important that 
he be successful in saving the 
gloomy atmosphere that has- 
irmed around the negotia- 


tions,” Mr. Rabinovich said 


on army radio. 

Mr. Rabin faces strong 
opposition in Israel to any 
peace deal. 

Benjamin Begin, a leading 
lawmaker from the right- 
wing Likud opposition, told 
army radio that military in- 
telligence believed Mr. Assad 
still sought Israel’s destruc- 
tion. 

“Under such conditions, 
when this is the Syrian 
strategy, it is hard to under- 
stand why people with even 
minimal logic could even 
think about any withdrawal 
from the Golan,” said Mr. 
Begin. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin issued his own 
wanting as both sides dug in 
their heels. 

“The Syrian president is 
mistaken if he thinks he can 
secure any more concessions 
before mid- 1995, a deadline 
for making the most out of 
the dunces for peace,” said 
Mr. Beflin. 

He was referring to the 
start of the pre-election 
period. 


■ 

als. Tunnelling will ■ be. re- 
quired through the Thalweg 
hump between the two 
bodies of water. Internation- 
al tunnel-braing experts are 
confident of the viability of 
this part of the project. 

2. The water channel and 
the power station will be 
above the IJssan (formly a 
peninsula, now forming the 
southern coast of the Dead 
Sea) where a large dam will 
be built to protect the south- 
ern chemical works of Israel 
and Jordan. 

When new water is added, 
the shrinking of tire Dead Sea 
will be slowly reversed, res- 
toring it to its 1960 level. The 
procress will take about seven- 
teen years and will restore 
the shoreline to its original 
position near resort hotels 
and recreation areas. 

3. After seventeen years, 
the- flow from tire Red Sea 
will be reduced using a re- 
cycling system of pumping 
water from the Dead Sea up 
to the huge reservoirs above 
the power station, and hold- 
ing it there until it is readily 
needed. 

4. If necessary, extend a 
wide, navigable channel 
some distance north from 
Eilat and Aqaba for the con- 
struction of an industrial port 
at a distance from the 
beaches and resort areas on 
the present Red Sea shore. 

5. Build one or more large 
lagoons along the way for 
recreation... something akin 
to an international free zone 


power, of which there are 
primarily three: 

1. Constructing solar ponds 


for storing energy. Both Jor- 


dan and Israel nave a long 
history of work in this field 
and have amassed a great 


deal of applied experience. It 

iboi 


is estimated that about 60 per 
cent of all Israeli apartments 
use solar energy. In Jordan, 
the percentage is modest; yet 
the demand is catching on. 
2. Huge, natural solar 


energy-collecting potential of 
the Dead Sea itself; oceanog- 


raphers and other water sci- 
entists maintain that the 
lighter, that is less dense 
salinity from the Mediterra- 
nean Sea for or the Red Sea 
will stay in a layer on top of 
the heavy, dense Dead Sea 
water. This would present the 
perfect conditions for solar 
energy collection. And it has 
been visualised by a number 
of scientists that eventually 
this would have an impact on 
the weather conditions and in 
turn could influence the 
physical aspect of the Dead 
Sea basin. 


the cultural and historical na- 
ture of the area, and possibly 
destroy the aquifers or even 
worsen the presence of sub- 
terranean vaults of fossil 
fuels; in particular, natural 
gas. 

To leave things as they are 
means to ignore the causes of 
the present untenable situa- 
tion. It is a must therefore 
that sound management of 
the resources of the region 
undertaken — if only to head 
off the furthering of damage 
of leaving things as they are. 

When and if the inter-seas 
canal project is proven to be 
viable, it must be perceived 
as an international undertak- 
ing to be owned jointly by 
Jordan, Palestine and Israel. 
The funding should be pro- 
vided by six sources; Jordan, 
Palestine, Israel, the World 


Bank, foreign governments 
and private investors. 

The viability of the “canal 
projects'*, and eventual 
realisation, should not be 
assessed by anything Like the 
accuracy found in the facts 
and factors of science and 
technology alone, but also in 
terms of the triumph of hu- 
man wills oveT the ominous 
dictates of domination by 
force, bias, hatred, prejudice 
and discrimination. 


Should this come to pass, it 
will be another first in the 
history of man where he suc- 
ceeds to lead his own future 
by the hand towards a cornu- 
copia of peace and plenty. 


Dr . Irvin S. Yerworth and 
Dr. Oumeish Y. Oumeish 
contributed to Ms article. 


Beirut 


file dt terra n ea n 
Sea 




* >■ 


nviera 


6. Use the water for cool- 
ing thermal power station 
along the route. The water 
from the projects therefore, 
can be put to good use with- 
out deleterious effects. 

7. Build fish hatcheries and 
fisheries along the length of 
the channel. 

8. Plan for the establish- 
ment of communities along 
the channel in what woukf 
otherwise be uninhabited de- 


sert areas. 

9. Establish growing fields 
for salt-resistant plants. 

1 10. Continue experimental 
desalinisation plants, possibly 
in connection with the cool- 
ing towers in which water is 
heated to steam. 

In addition to the overall 
positive aspects to be realised 
by the construction of the 
project are the potential be- 
nefits to the regionr-oC. the 
generation of hydroelectric 


3. Stop the shrinking of the 
Dead Sea which continues to 
lose more than five feet of 
depth every year. The shrink- 
ing process has been aggra- 
vated by Israel as a result of 
its diversion of Galilee, Jor- 
dan, Yarmouk and other wa- 
ters for irrigation. 

One of the highlights of the 
recent peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel is that it put 
an end to the thorny issue of 
water rights by regulating 
each country’s entitlement, 
and focused again on the 
need to consider seriously the 
merits of the “projects”. 

And barring the adverse 
effects on the ecology, the 
projects, if either one is com- 
pleted, would come to mean 
a new way of life, hopefully 
for the better, for the peoples 
of the region. 

Granted that there is a 
strong hesitancy to engage in 
a Red-Dead or Med-Dead 
project due to potential en- 
vironmental damage. But the 
potential damage-remains un- 
known, except to say that the 
impact of the misuse of re- 
sources in the region today 
has already endangered the 
Dead Sea and its environs. 

Nonetheless, to go through 
wittv the project of building 
dams, boring canals through 
humps and hills, digging out 
lagoons etc. could endanger 
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Lebanon raises 


minimum wage 


BEIRUT (R) — The 
Lebanese government, in a 
late night session before 
announcement of Prime 
Minister Rafik A 1 Hariri's 
surprise resignation tender, 
ordered a 25 per cent mini- 
mum wage increase for public 
and private sector workers. 

The decision, taken Thurs- 
day, raised the minimum 
wage from Jan. 1 to 250,000 
liras ($151) from 200,000 
liras. 

Labour Minister Abdallah 
A1 Amin said workers who 
were paid more than the 
minimum wage would get a 
20 per cent increase. All 
workers would receive child 
schooling and transport allo- 
wances. 

Sources close to billionaire 
Hariri said Friday be told 
President Elias Hrawi during 
the cabinet meeting he was 
resigning over irreconcilable 
differences with parliament 
speaker Nabih Bern and his 
supporters in the cabinet. 

Mr. Hrawi turned down 
the resignation but Mr. 
Hariri was said to be refusing 
to work and was staying at 
borne. 

■ Mr. Amin said he feared 
workers would not be satis- 
fied with the increase but the 
government could not offer 
more. 

The raise fell short of de- 
mands by the General 
Labour Confederation 
(CGTL) for an 88 per cent 
raise backdated to July for 
Lebanon's estimated 350,000 
private sector and 120,000 
public sector workers. 

Workers Tuesday staged a 
24-hour warning strike, the 
first against Mr. Hariri's two- 
year-old government. 

CGTL president Elias Abu 
Rizk had threatened to esca- 
late strikes and protests if the 
demands were not fully met. 

“X don’t expect the union 
to be satisfied with what has 
been decided/’ Mr. Amin 
said after the cabinet session. 
“All these increases are not 
enough. What the cabinet de- 
cided may not, from a prac- 
tical point of view, be enough 
to meet living conditions... 
but this is realty.” 

Mr. Hariri said in Septem- 
ber that Lebanon’s workers 
deserved higher pay to offset 
rising prices but said he 
would do nothing to endan- 
ger monetary stability in the 
country. 

A large pay rise would 
increase the soaring internal 


debt and threaten the efforts 
of the cash-strapped govern- 
ment to curb the budget de- 
ficit. 

Interior Minister Michel A! 
Mutt said the government 
“gave what it could without 
hurting the economic situa- 
tion.” 

Mr. Amin said a commit- 
tee of seven ministers, three 
CGTL members and three 
representatives of employers, 
would “meet periodically and 
whenever needed to discuss 
living conditions.” 

He also announced the 
formation of a “price index” 
committee to begin work on 
Jan. 1. 


Workers would also re- 
ceive schooling allowances 
between 200,000 and 500,000 
liras per child per annum — 
for a maximum of three chil- 
dren — and transport allo- 
wances of 2,000 liras for each 
working day for one year 
only, Mr. Amin said. 

The last pay hike in Janu- 
ary raised the mnu'mnm wage 
to 200,000 liras for both pub- 
lic sector employees and pri- 
vate sector workers. 

Bread riots that erupted in 
May 1992 during street de- 
monstrations called by the 
CGTL amid soaring inflation 
and the collapse of the 
Lebanese lira forced the gov- 
ernment of then prime minis- 
ter Omar Karami to step 
down. 


Meanwhile, Beirut's fore- 
ign exchange market opened 
steady Friday and dealers 
said there was no panic run 
on the Lebanese lira after 
Prime Minister Rafik AJ 
Hariri’s surprise resignation 
offer. 

The lira opened at 1,655- 
1,657 to the dollar, the same 
price as Thursday’s dosing. 

Dealers said they were 
waiting to see how the situa- 
tion developed. 

“We will watch the mar- 
ket... bat there is no reason 
to panic yet,” a dealer told 
Reuters. ’ 

“I want to see if the res- 
ignation is sustained as this 
has happened in the past,” 
the dealer said. “If it is a 
prolonged situation there 
may be repercussions in 
financial and foreign ex- 
change markets.” 

Asked if people were sell- 
ing lira for dollars, another 
dealer said: “Not very much. 
People are taking it more 
calmly than last time.” 
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Merrill Lynch takes neutral view of the dollar against European currencies 


The following report , covering the period from Thurs- 
day Nov. 24, 1994 until Nov. 30, 1994, is provided by 
Naser Nabuisi, private client group at Merrill Lynch - 
Dubai. 


Overview 


Fundamental View: It appears increasingly likely the dollar 
has bottomed against the Deutschemark following the 
Republican victory in U.S. elections in early November and 
the Fed's 75 basis point rate hike on Nov. 15. The Fed's 
move toward restrictive policy has increased confidence 
among market participants that the Fed is serious about 
slowing the economy and will take whatever action is needed 
in coining quarters to slow economic growth to under 2.5 per 
cent. 

We are changing our forecast toward a neutral view of the 
dollar against European currencies, with the centre of 
gravity for the DM/USD rate expected to be in the DM/USD 
1.55-to 1.60 range for the next 12 months. A move toward 
tighter monetary policy in Germany sometime next year is 
likely to keep the dollar from rallying strongly against the 
Deutschemark. 

We have not changed our forecast for the dollar against 
the yen, which has typically been far less sensitive to interest 
rate developments than the European currencies. We 
continue to expect that the reluctance of Japanese investors 
to finance the nation's current account surplus will bring 
further upward pressure on the yen in 1995 and look for the 
yen to trade at JPY/USD 92 in 12 months. 


the dollar since it suggests that American capital outflows, 
which have been largely via mutual funds, may soon slow if 
not reverse. 

This is not to say that the dollar is completely out of Che 
woods: Recent comments by Bundesbank officials indicate 
that the Bundesbank favours a strong mark and we expect 
Germany to begin pushing up its repo rate by the middle of 
next year, which would not be a plus for the dollar. We are 
moving toward a neutral position on the dollar, and now 
project that dollar will trade with a centre of gravity in the 
DM/USD l-55-to-1.60 range over the next 12 months. 


Technical View: The Deutschemark declined 0.3 per cent' 
against the U.S. dollar last week. Sentiment is neutral, but 
improving. Momentum is moving toward neutral, and still 
seems to have the potential to remain under pressure until 
well into 1995. This, plus the current testing of trend 
support, would suggest the existence of a potentially 
important top. 

As a result, the likelihood of lower D-mark levels over the 
next three to six months still appears to be fairly strong. 
Even so, a decline through 1.58 DM/U.S.S area still seems 
needed to actually reverse the uptrend and folly substantiate 
the action of momentum. Important resistance remains at 
2.4S8; the currency recently tested that level, and a 
penetration would allow for at least a challenge of 1.39. 

Against the yen, the D-mark was essentially unchanged 
last week. Medium term oscillators have broken down, 
suggesting a potential test of the lows of the long term 
trading range. That range generates support at 59-60, with 
resistance above SS.50. 


Technical View: It is getting redundant, but the week ending 
Nov. 25 was die fifth consecutive weekly gain for the U.S. 
dollar index. Although medium term momentum remains 
generally constructive, short term oscillators as overbought 
and are beginning to deteriorate. This, plus recent sentiment 
deterioration, suggests that a pullback may be developing. 
At this point, the long term (post-February) downtrend 
remains intact, with long term resistance in the 89.00-91.00 
range. We are inclined to raise first s u pport to the 87.00 area 
on the premise that a break of that level will confirm that a 
correction is under way; benchmark support exists at 84.91. 


Pound sterling 


Fundamental View: Mounting bullish sentiment toward the 
dollar has helped lift the dollar to the JPY/USD 98 level 
following the Republican victory in U.S. mid-term elections 
and the Fed's larger-th an -expected 75 basis point rate hike 
on Nov. 15. News that U.S. GDP in the third quarter was up 
at a 3.9 per cent annual rate and that American consumer 
confidence is on the rise again has also been viewed as a plus 
for the dollar, by implying that still more Fed tightening will 
be needed next year. Another potential positive for the 
dollar is that U.S. capital outflows could begin to slow as 
mutual fund investors slow or reverse their purchase of 
mutual funds and being to keep their money close to home in 
the form of CDs. 

Ail of these factors may convince the speculative commun- 
ity to borrow yen to buy dollars, which could also give the 
dollar a bit of a boost in the near term. That said, we think 
that any potential dollar rally against the yen is likely to be 
short-lived because of the reluctance and inability of 
Japanese investors to finance trade deficits of the U.S.' and 
other dollar-linked currencies. Net private capital outflows 
from Japan continue to run far below the nation’s current 
account surplus. 

So even though the surplus is beginning to contract, 
downward pressure on the dollar could persist for some time. 
Expectations of our economists in Tokyo that tnc Bank of 
Japan will raise interest rates by 100 points over the next year . 
are also a potential negative f profile dollar, js are concerns _ 
that UlS. politics could turn highly 1 confro n tarfo rial ittttt year “ 
as Republican revisit Whitewater and related investigations. 
We continue to expect the dollar to trade as low as JPY/USD 
92 yen over the next 6-to-12 months. 


Fundamental View: The British pound dropped a notch 
against the dollar to trade around U.S.S/GBP 1.58. The 
pound got a marginal boost against the Deutschemark to rise 
above DM/GBP 2.45 level following the presentation of the 
U.K. budget in line whh market expectations. The budget 
was viewed in the market as prudent and cautious and 
underscored Chancellor Ken Clarke’s commitment to a low 
inflation strategy, reviving speculation of an eaHy rate rise in 
the U.K. 

The U.K. economy is putting up one of the best 
performance in a generation. Real growth is up 3.8 per cent 
to the third quarter, inflation is the lowest in over 30 years, 
the PSBR continues to narrow and is expected to come in 
significantly below the government's 38 billion pounds target 
for fiscal year 1994-95, and the current account position is 
improving (deficit projected to decrease from l.S per cent of 
GDP to T per cent). A risk factor for the pound is that the 
economy will be near full capacity by mid-1995, which 
suggests an uptick in inflation. 

Given strong fundamentals, we continue to have a positive 
outlook on the pound and expect it appreciate against the 
Deutschemark as both the nominal and real interest rate 
differentials move in favour of the pound. Following the 
revision of our dollar forecast against the mark, we expect 
the dollar to strengthen against the pound to U.S.S/GBP 
1.50 in months and U.S.S/GBP 1.55 in six months. 


Technical View: The British pound lost 0.4 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Nov. 25. Sentiment 
continues to improve and is neutral. Momentum is reversing 
to the downside, and the currency has been testing 1.57 
U.S.S/£ support. With further weakness still likely in coming 
weeks, the rally trend appears complete and suggests a 
continued decline toward $1.5 5. The trading range support 
remains at SI. 48. Resistance exists at S1.643. 

Against the DM. sterling fell 0.2 per cent last week. 


—suggest- an imimlient 'medium term peak. Support exists at 
2.38-2.41. r- 


Swiss franc 


Fundamental View: The dollar has traded up to the DM/USS 
1.57 level in recent days, and it looks increasingly likely that 
the sweeping Republican victory in U.S. mid-term elections 
and the Fed's larger-th an -expected rate 75 basis point rate 
hike on Nov. 15 have helped the dollar to bc^on: out against 
the interest-rate sensitive European currencies. Market 
participants now seem more inclined to believe that the Fed 
means business in its turn toward mor. restrictive monetary 
policy. 

An example of this is that news that U.S. growth was a 
stronger-th an -expected 3.9 per cent in the third quarter was 
interpreted as a plus for the dollar in foreign exchange 
markets, presumably because it gives the Fed justification 
for further tightening. A few weeks back, the interpretation 
might have been that it was proof that the Fed was still 
behind the curve in controlling inflation. Indications that 
U.S. mutual fund investors are b eginning to shun mutual 
funds in favour of CDs for other safe havens is also a plus for 


Fundamental View: The Swiss franc followed the Deutsche- 
mark lower against the dollar and is currently trading near 
S.F./U.S.S 1.33. The franc, like the mark, spent most of this 
year steadily appreciating against the dollar before selling off 
during November — on Nov. 1 the franc was trading at. 
S-F./C.S.S 1.245. The franc has also been depredating 
against the Deutschemark since the beginning of October. 
Though we had expected the franc to weaken against the 
mark, the speed of this depreciation has been rather 
surprising. 

The franc is currently trading near S.F./DM 0.85 com- 
pared to its low of D.S275 on Oct. 7. The catalyst for this 
sharp self-off was the decision by the Swiss National Bank to 
allow short-term money rates to fall over 25 basis points 
since the beginning of October. In the very near term, the 
franc may receive a boost from profit taking as the franc 
appears oversold. 

Looking ahead, however, we expect further weakness. 
Diverging inflation rates in the coming year and concerns 
over monetary policy are likely to lead the S.F./DM to 0.88 
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THAT SCRAMBLES WORD GAME 
• by Henri AnwMind Mfe* ArgMon 


THERE WAS A BIT 
OF A MIX-UP- < 
► I thought she' 

HAD THE MONEY 
.TO PAY FOR IT'r 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter (o each square, to form 
tour ordinary words 
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by a sweet 
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WHAT THE ‘pHACY 
CAP PEALER PH? 
TO Hlf> CUSTOMER. 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



FOR 

A 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles:- CRESS POWER FARINA COUGAR 

Answer Whv the pilot couWrVt decide where to land— 
HE ‘WAS UP IN THE AIR 


in 12-months time. In line with our revised DeuBchenurit- 
doUir forecast that looks for further near-term doltor 
SeSthTwe now expect the franc be weaker against the 
doUarinthe next few months before recovering to trade near 
its current level in the second-half of iw. 


Techical View: The Swiss franc fell 0.* per cent versus the 
greenback during the week ended Nov. *5. Sentiment has 
improved to neutral and momentum is weak. However, the 
basic uptrend from the beginning of the year remains intact. 
Support exists at 1.347. Benchmark resistance remains at. 
1.23-1.26 S.F-/U.S-S. 


Canadian dollar 

Fundamental View: A better- than expected real GDP report’ 
and a rtiucta improved current account deficit for the third 
Hrtllar With ft little 


real growth came in at an impressive 4.7 per cent rate 
following a robust 6.4 per cent rate for the second quarter/ 
Canada’s trade surplus doubled in the third quarter causing; 
the current account deficit to fall to C$5.1 billion from CS7.b 
billion in the second quarter. That is the lowest current | 

account defict in four years. ; 

These fundamentals are bullish for the Canadian dollar . 

and should help push the C$ toward our twelve-month 
forecast of CS/U.S.S 1.28 from its current level of CSAJ.S.S. 
1.37. However, investors appear to be on a lending strike t 
which may continue until convincing evidence emerges that . 
provincial and federal government budget deficits are being , 
reduced significantly — probably the biggest concern for 
bond market investors. . 


Technical View: The Canadian dollar fell 0.6 per cent against * 
the U.S. dollar last week, making it the weakest of the six j 
currencies we most regularly discuss. Sentiment readings 
have improved in recent weeks and are viewed as neutral. 
Momentum, which confirmed the recent rally highs, is 1 
deteriorating. This confirmation along with the penetration > 
of the 1991-1984 downtrend, suggests eventual higher hi^hs ’ 
following the current weakness. The April-August trading . 
range should provide important and ample support at ; 
1.37-1.40 CS/U.S.S. A more through SI. 34 would allow for 
1.31. 


Australian dollar 


Fundamental View: The Australian dollar continues to be 
strong against the dollar trading above U.S.S/AS 0.7S5 level. 1 
Over the past year, strong economic growth, high real • 
interest rates and rising world commodity prices have driven : 
the AS steadily upward from its September 1993 low of 
U.S.S/AS0.642. Third-quarter real GDP grew at 8.4 per cent 
year-on-year, well above market expectations of 5.7-to-5.9 > 
per cent. RB A Governor Fraser attacked the stance of fiscal 
policy, warning about the risk of wage escalation. 1 

Our AS outlook is for continued appreciation through the • 
first-half of next year to U.S.S/AS Q.7S-S0. 


FORECAST FOR DECEMBER 3, 1994 

Sy Thomas S. Pierson. Astroioger. Carroll Righter rounaahon . 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Don't permit a pmatc concern u» ■ 
deter you from accomplishing the goals you want lo achieve today. . 
Expect for things to get off course this evening hut have an ‘ 
alternative plan to put into effect. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19] Uisf is a fine day to forget about any 
long trips which could get you into jrrpuble. After lunch you should 
go out. fa c_ pleasure* — , \ 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You are not certain about some 
responsibility in the morning, so study well, then you can get 
business matters working well. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Some needling on the part of a 
partner should be discounted, and later you can sit down together 
and come to an agreement on what is to be done. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Some new idea could he 
confusing, so study it well, and then it can become advantageous to 
you for some future project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Steer dear of pleasure in the morning, 
and later you can enjoy that entertainment you have in mind, since 
the planets arc then favourable. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Meet with partners and make 
plans for the future. Don't make a comment which could spoil your 
chances for greater success later. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get your duties handled well. 
>nd then take care of your correspondence wisely. Avoid one who is 
a trouble maker who wants to create problems. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Forget business today, and 
I go out for sports or other recreation which can relieve tensions vou 
are under and go with good friends. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Your thinking may- 
be confused in the morning, so listen to what kin have to suggest 
Follow the advice an a knowledgeable person. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Some strange situation 
can hold you back from being with good friends if you permit. Be 
social and happy in the evening with your mate. 


AQUARRIS: (January 21 to Fehruary 19) Avoid that business affair 
which a friend suggested, and take care of your own interests. You 
| can accomplish much today concerning a project. 


PISCES: (February 20 io March 20) A higher-up could be in a poor 
mood today, so avoid and get busy at vour own duties. Be with a 
good friend until midnight and enjoy yourselves. 


Births tone of December: Turquoise - Zircon 
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ACROSS 
1 Thai money 
5 Confusion of 
voces 
10 Fellow 

14 Affirm with 
confidence 

15 Actress Verdugo 

16 Volcanic siulf 

17 Novelist Ephron 
IB Giant manager 

who makes 
pies* 

20 HaflofFame 
pitcher who 
makes a 
pilgrimage? 

22 Mimics 

23 Cay In Texas 

24 Lachrymal drop 
26 Nj0w suff. 

£7 Adjust 

28 French Irtend 
30 HumBiaied 
32 Not too brtgm 

34 Sea, Cal. 

37 Former Brewer 
_ who makes 
barrels? 

41 Madras money 

42 Many 

44 Turns to toe Mo 
47 Tokyo, once 
50 On Ms side 
pref. 

52 Vane letters 

53 Bank transaction 

56 lerhblo 

50 Curtain 
60 Had of Fame 
puttier who cub 
down trees? 

62 Former Onote 
manager who 
makes doth? 

64 Der 

(Adenauer) 

65 Author James 

66 Yogaposhae 

67 New York nine 
6fi Mother of Castor 

andPcdux 

69 Thin in tone 

70 Greek WWitgp. 
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DOWN 
1 Stnngod 
instruments 


2 Stayed away 
from 

3 Airtight 

4 Snares 

5 Scene of upreor 

6 Aoirmgont 

7 Harass 

6 nous 

9 Place 

10 Applaud 

11 Basketfuls 
Otajuwon 

12 UnwiBng 

13 Did gramma* 
work 

19 Von tofs of 
pubs 

LjOrii feanw 

25 Regarding 
29 Man or Wngtn 
31 Freshly 
33 No more man 

35 High card 

38 Be vonquishod 

38 Sandpiper hhi 
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40 Brought to mend 

43 Eft Ling alcove 

44 DaUbuto the 
cards ogam 

45 Makftanqry 

46 Wasainudof 

48 Pay iho cog! 

49 Single 
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^ The Central Bank has 
succeeded in rebuilding its 
foreign currency reserves to 
about ,$600 million, the same 
level which prevailed at the 
beginning, of the year. The 
General Bank was left with 
only million at the be- 
einning of July after losing 
^ome»335 million in the first 
half of the year due to un- 
certainties brought by the de- 
velopment of the peace pro- 
cess and its negative effect on 
rbe dinar at that time. Having 
recouped the losses over the 
past five months, the Central 
Bank is now poised to hold 
more foreign currencies at 
the end of the year than the 
amount it possessed at the 
beginning of 1994 (A1 Ra’i) 

-A-fr The secretary general of 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade expects Jordan to join 
the General Agreement for 
Tariff and Trade (GATT) in 
late 1995 after finalising all 
the procedures that are 
needed for joining (A1 Dus- 
tour). 

66 According to an in- 
formed source, a higher 
council for investment will be 
set op and will be headed by 
the prime minister (AJ Dus- 
toorj. 

6* Seventy years ago, die 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce had a membership of 
40 merchants . Today the 
chamber serves more than 
27,000 members (A1 Dus- 
tour). 

66 The concerned depart- 
ments are stndying the pos- 
sibility of allowing the cus- 
toms clearance of cars that 
were manufactured ten years 
ago. Currently, the maximum 
permissible customs clear- 
ance is for cars manufactured 
five years ago (AJ Dus tour). 

66 A well-known Jordanian 
insurance company has re- 
ceived approval to open 
branches in the West Bank 
and autonomy area. It will be 
the fast company to have 
branches there (A1 Dustour). 

66 The new investment law’r 
fof 1994 stipulates setting up T 
an independent institution to j 
encourage investment and to 1 i 
attract local, Arab and fore- | 
ign capital (Al Aswaq). J 

66 Spain will be sending a 
delegation to Jordan in the I 
fnext two weeks to discuss 
Spanish aid to the Kingdom. 
Spain is in contact with Jor- j 
dan, Morocco, Tunisia and I 
Egypt to reach agreements I 
relating to a free zone for I 
Mediterranean countries (A1 
Aswaq). 

66 The Jordan Mobile Tele- 
phone Services (JMTS) Com- 
pany will make the fust pay- I 
ment of JD 7 million today 
(Saturday) for the licence 
riven to it by the Minister of I 
Post and Communications, j 
The value of the contract j 
between the ministry and the 
company is about S37 million 
(A1 Aswaq). 

66 The Consultative Coun- I 
c9 for the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade met Wednes- 
day and discussed the Israeli- 
Jordanian peace agreement 1 
in general and specifically 
artide seven of the agree- 
ment. The council also dis- 
’ cussed the USAID report on I 
. intellectual property rights in | 
Jordan in preparation to issue 
3 legislation in this regard (Ai 
-Aswaq). 1 

66 The Upper House of 
Parliament baa an intensive 
debate on amendments to the 
law governing insurance busi- I 
ness and finally decided to I 
return the proposed changes I 
to the Financial Committee 

for farther study (Al Ra’i). 

■ 

*6 Twenty-four deputies 
submitted a memorandum to 
the House speaker requesting 
a special session to discuss 
the government’s pricing 
poKcy (Al Ra’i). 

66 The minister of supply 
**®s fixed new prices for va- 
rious types of tea, ghee, tuna 
mid German frozen lamb legs 
(Al Ra’i). 

The Central Bank offered 
■>D 86 million worth of treas- 
ury bills with the interest rate 
as high as 7.7 per cent for the 
three-month bfils (Al Ra'i). 

66 Jordan has invited the 
Peering committee formed 
°y economic conference in J 
Casablanca on the Middle 
East to hold a meeting in 
Amman in January 1995 to 
prepare for the second con- 
risence to be held in the 
Jordanian capital in June (Al 
Ra’i). 

Samir Sbafiq Gbam 
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Hin GATT chief hails U.S. 


trade vote, sees more jobs 


GENEVA (R) — GATT 
chief Peter Sutherland Friday 
hailed the O.S. Senate for 
approving the new world 
trade treaty, predicting it 
would create more jobs and 
give a huge boost to econo- 
mic growth. 

In an interview with Reu- 
ters, Mr. Sutherland said the 
Senate vote removed the last 
real barrier to the creation of 
a new World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) on schedule next 
Jan. 1. 

“The U.S. vote was always 
of crucial importance because 
it could have derailed the 
whole process, derailed eight 
years of work and an achieve- 
ment that will go down in 
history as a remarkable one," 
he declared. 

The deal, he said, “will 
create a better, more 
prosperous and politically a 
safer world, as it will mitigate 
the tensions that would 
otherwise exist between peo- 
ples” 

The Senate approved the 
treaty — which slashes tariffs 
worldwide by more than one 
third and liberalises markets 
for goods, services, farm pro- 
duce and textiles — by unex- 


pectedly large majorities in 
two key votes late Thursday. 

In a formal statement, Mr. 
Sutherland said the outcome 
of the troubled U.S. ratifica- 
tion process showed the Un- 
ited States “is prepared to 
continue to provide strong 
leadership for. multilateral 
economic cooperation.” 

He also hailed as “excel- 
lent news" the approval of 
the treaty on Friday by the 
lower house of the Japanese 
parliament, a vote which 
effectively means Japan be- 
came the second of the four 
top trading powers to ratify 
the deal. 

The other two, the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) and Cana- 
da. have pledged they will 
complete the process before 
the end of the year — thus 
ensuring that the WTO is 
launched with nearly all the 
major players on the interna- 
tional trade scene on board. 

With the U.S.- and 
Japanese votes, 39 countries 
out of the 117 who have so far 
signed the accord — negoti- 
ated from 1986 to the end of 
1993 — have ratified it. 
GATT officials now expect 
dozens more to follow suit 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are ‘the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 
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before the end of the year. 

Eventually, it is expected 
to link around 145 countries. 

The centrepiece of the 
treaty was the WTO, which 
will administer the new rules 
and agreements and gradual- 
ly absorb the GATT — a 
“temporary" body for 48 
years because of U.S. resist- 
ance in the 1940s to a more 
powerful organisation. 

Opponents of the accord in 
Washington said the WTO 
could undermine U.S. 
sovereignty by overruling 
domestic laws on labour and 
the environment. Others said 
it would cause more job los- 
ses in developed countries. 

But in his Reuter inter- 
view, Mr. Sutherland re- 
jected both arguments. 

The treaty, he said, “is 
something that will affect vir- 
tually everybody around the 
world both directly and indie- 
rectly.” 

“It will affect their lives by 
the improvement of their 
economic prospects, impro- 
ving their prospects of 
achieving greater employ- 
ment by providing greater 
growth and prosperity,” he 
added. 

In advanced countries, 
which have seen unemploy- 
ment remain high despite the 
economic recovery of the 
past two years, he said, “I 
believe it is going to create 
jobs, and substantially in- 
crease them at that.” 

GATT analysts say the 
treaty will be pumping an 
extra $510 billion annually 
into the world economy by 
the year 2005, a decade after 
it goes into effect- Of this, the 
EU would gain an extra $163 
billion and the United States 
$122.4 billion. 

Developing and former 
communist countries, who 
have strongly backed the 
accord which will open mar- 
kets in the West and Japan to 
their own goods and services, 
stand to gain $116 billion, 
according to the GATT. 
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AFM remains 
in dull climate 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The lingering 
tension in the Palestine 
self-rule areas and weaker 
year-end figures of some 
companies interacted to*, 
maintain the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
on a downward spiral last 
week, brokers said Friday. 

They said they expected 
the market to recover a 
little this week after inter- 
national donors agreed to 
give the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) $177 mil- 
lion in immediate assist- 
ance and signs that anti- 
peace groups were slowly 
moving towards what could 
develop to be a construc- 
tive dialogue with the 
PNA. 

Furthermore, final per- 
formance figures of some 
of the companies could be 
better than expected as 
they are revealed this 
month, and this could 
boost the market, they 
said. 

“Indications available to 
some of the investors for 
some companies ' showed 
lower profits than expected 
in mid-year, and this con- 
tributed to the decline last 
week,” said a broker, who 
cannot be identified under 
standing AFM guidelines. 

But, added the' broker, 
other companies expected 
to reveal their figures this 
month were believed to 
have performed well, and 
this could balance the mar- 
ket as fiscal 1994 draws to a 
dose. 

The weekly AFM report 
said turnover for last week 
was JD 5.1 million, down 
42 per cent from the pre- 
vious week’s JD 9.5 mil- 
lion. 

The general share price 
index based on 60 major 
companies dosed at 145.6 
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points, down 1.6 points or 
1.1 per cent, from the 
week's opening of 147.2 
points, the report showed. 

The separate sectoral in- 
dices also dosed lower 
The industrial stock index 
lost 2.2 points, or 1.7 per 
cent, the services sector 2.2 
points ot 1.6 per cent, in- 
surance stock 1.3 points or* 
one per cent, and commer- 
cial banks 1.1 points or 0.7 
per cent. 

In last week’s trading, 
the industrial sector 
accounted for JD 2.76 mil- 
lion, or 50.4 per cent, of 
the weekly turnover, fol- 
lowed by commerdal banks 
and financial institutions 
with JD 1.53 million, or 
27.9 per cent, the services 
sector with JD 1.14 million, 
or 20.8 per cent and insur- 
ance stock with JD 50,000, 
or 0.9 per cent. 

Shares of 85 companies 
were traded during the 
week, with only 11 of them 
dosing with slight gains; 62 
sbowra declines during the 
week and 12 remained un- 
changed when trading en- 
ed on Wednesday. 

The depression in tbe 
market was an anti-climax 
to the expectations of many 
.market-watchers who had 
predicted that the Oct. 26 
peace treaty signed be- 
tween Jordan and Israel 
could revive the market 
and push it closer towards 
last year’s market perform- 
ance. 

“It is clear that the smal- 
lest development in the re- 
gion has its immediate im- 
pact on the Jordanian 
bourse,” said a banking ex- 
ecutive who handles port- 
folios at the Amman stock 
market. “In fact some of 
the developments are 
strictly limited to long-term 
prospects, but few inves- 
tors appear to be taking 
note of this fact.” 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
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Ifalian + Med Cuisine 
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The Associated Press 

AT MILWAUKEE, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers over- 
came a career-high 34 points 
by Todd Day to beat the 
Milwaukee Bucks 93-87 
Thursday night. • 

Mark Price scored 17 and 
Chris Mills added 15 as the 
Cavaliers held Milwaukee to 
just 30 second-half points in 
winning their fourth straight 
game. 

Day had 23 points in the 
first quarter for the Bucks, 
who lost their fifth in a row. 

The Cavaliers took advan- 
tage of Milwaukee's poor 
shooting for a 25-5 run that 
gave Cleveland an 84-73 lead 
with 7:26 left. Milwaukee ral- 
lied to cut the lead to 91-87 
with 37 seconds left. 

Nuggets 89 , Mavericks 80 

At Dallas, Rodney Rogers 
scored 20 points and Brian 
Williams had 15 points and 13 
rebounds as the Denver Nug- 
gets beat the Dallas Maver- 
icks. 

The Nuggets, who snapped- 
a three-game losing srreak. 
led by 22 points in the third 
quarter. Dallas pulled to 
within 86-80 with 1:22 to play 
on Jim Jackson's basket, but 
that was as close as the 
Mavericks w'ould come. 

The Nuggets, who were 
without injured starters Reg- 
gie Williams and Bryant 
Stith. halted the Mavericks' 
three-game winning streak, 
Denver’s Dikembe Mutombo 
had 13 points, 14 rebounds 
and four blocked shots. 

Jim Jackson paced the 
Mavericks with 26 points and 
Popeye Jones added 11 
points and a career-high 22 
rebounds. 

it Timberwolves 96, Java 94 

At Salt Lake City, Doug 
West hit two free throws with 
47 seconds left Thursday 
night to give the Minnesota 
Timberwolves their second 
win of the season. 

Minnesota, which broke a 
seven-game losing streak, 
outscored Utah S-3 over the 
final two minutes. West, who 
finished with 18 points. Also 
scored on a slam dunk with 
1:23 left. 

J.R. Rider led Minnesota 
with 19 points. 

Karl Malone paced the 
-Jazz with 24 points, but had 
‘Tour turnovers and just five 
rebounds. 

■ir Pacers 93, Clippers 84 

At Los Angeles. Reggie 


STANDINGS 


Eastern Conference 
Atlantic Division 


Milwaukee 

Atlanta 


.385 

.308 


3V& 

4Vi 


Orlando 

New York 

Boston 

New Jersey 

Washington 

Philadelphia 

Miami 


Pet. 

.833 

.636 

.538 

.400 

.364 

.333 

.250 


GB 

2 'h 
3«A 
5'/i 
SVz 
6 
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Central Divison 


Cleveland 9 l 

Indiana 8 ! 

Detroit 7 < 

Chicago 7 i 

Charlotte 7 ( 

Miller scored 9 of his 24 
points in the fourth quarter 
and Dale Davis added 16. 
points and 14 rebounds as the 
Indiana Pacers beat the hap- 
less Los Angeles Clippers. 

Falling to 0-14, the Clip- 
pers were within three games 
of matching worst start in 
NBA history, the Miami 
Heat lost the first 17 games of 
their inaugural season in 
198S. 

Pooh Richardson had 17 
points for the Clippers, who 
have yet to shoot 50 per cent 
from the field this season. 

Los Angeles trimmed Indi- 
ana's lead to 79-73 with 7:47 
to play. But Los Angeles 
never got closing as Miller hit 
a layup and his fourth 5- 
pointer of the game to restore 
Indiana's double-digit lead 
with 2:27 left. 

tr Rockets 113, Warriors 109 

In Oakland, Calif., 
Hakeem Olajuwon had 37 
points. 13 rebouns and a 
career-high 12 assists as the 
Houston Rockets defeated 
the Golden State Warriors. 

Robert Horry added 16 
points and eight assists for 
the Rockets, the first NBA 
team to win 11 games this 
season. Latrell Sprewell had 
30 points and Tim Hardaway 
had 27 for the Warriors, who 
have lost five of six. 

The Rockets, who have an 
NBA-best 7-1 road mark this 
season, have won seven 
straight against the Warriors. 

Olajuwon left the game 
with 1:45 left when he hurt 
his right hand falling into a 
row of cameramen behind 
the court. His band was cut 
and bloodied, but the extent 
of the injury was unclear. 
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Abu Shakra launches Jaipur 

THE ABU Shakra Trading Agency held a press conference at the 
Marriott Hotel to launch the new Jaipur perfume, of the French 
Boucheron company, in the local market. 

Director general of the agency, Rami Abu Shakra, outlined the 
history, achievements and status of Boucheron among similar 
companies in the market. 

Abo speaking at the press conference was Boucheron repre- 
sentative Francois Nicollier who briefed the audience^ on the 
company and the new fragrance, saying since its establishment, 
Boucheron has been one of the most famous jewelers in the world. 

“After the creation of the first women's fragrance and the 
launch of the Eau de Parfiim for men, the new Jaipur perfume 
continues to remain faithful to the concept of the jewel bottle," 
said Mr. Nicollier. 

He said Jaipur's inspiration was drawn from the travels of Louis 
Boucheron who was fascinated by legendary jewels of India and 
especially by Nauratan. a jewel made of nine precious stones, 
traditionally offered to brides for happines ana good luck. 

A Nauratan bracelet inspired Alain Boucheron, the grandson of 
Louis Boucheron, to create his own Boucheron bracelet made of 
gold and set with nine stones, said Mr. Nicollier. 

He said the floral fruity fragrance of Jaipur is composed of 
garden flowers and fruits of various notes. 


The 


iashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Agriculture 


Invitation to Tender 
for the Supply of Fertilizers and 

Ag r ic u ltural 

Machinery for the project of 
the Increase of Food Production. 

The steering committee of the projects Directorate in 
the Ministry of Agriculture invites interested 
Japanese trading firms with representative office or 
liaison office in Jordan to submit their financial offers 
for the supply of fertilizers and agricultural machin- 
ery for the project of the increase of food production 
financed by a grant aid from the Government of 
Japan for the purpose of contributing to the increase 
of food production in Jordan. 

interested companies can get the tender docu- 
ments from the office of the technical adviser in 
MOA against a non-refundable amount of JD 200 
per one set. 

The last date for getting the tender documents is on 
Saturday the 10th. of December 1994. 

Financial offers should be submitted in two copies to 
the office of the technical adviser in MOA not later 
than 12:00 o'clock local time on Saturday the 14th. 
of January 1995. 

Eng. Mansur Bin-Tareef 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Chairman of the Steering Committee 
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Houston 

Utah 

Dallas 

Denver 

San Antonio 

Minnesota 

Phoenix: 
Seattle 
Golden state 
La Lakers 
Sacramento 
Portland 
L.A. Clippers 


Western Conference 

Midwest Division 
11 3 

9 6 

7 5 

7 6 

6 7 

2 13 

Pacific Division 


.786 

.600 

.583 

.538 

.462 

.133 

.714 

.643 

.571 

.571 
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.500 
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Orlando Magic centre Shaquille O’Neal (right) centre Hakeem Olajuwon fails to stop him 
dnnksa basket as Houston Rockets daring their Nov. 29 match (AFP photo) 


D AP 


In Sweifieh. Families only 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms (one master), 2 salons, 3 
bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, independent 
central heating, lift and telephone. Deluxe furniture. 

For more information, please call tel. 818166 

after 4 p.m. 


1) BMW 520i. 1991 

WHITE , AUTOMATIC . AIRCONDITION, 
CRUISE CONTROL , HEATED SEATS....ETC 
PRICE J.D. 11000 

2) RENAULT 25,1989 

SILVER , AUTOMATIC , AIRCONDITION 
poirr itcc 7soo 

CARS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION .ANd 
ACCIDENT FREE. 


Chinese may have been 

forced to take steroids 


BUFFALO (AP) — Chinese 
swimmers who tested positive 
for performance-enhancing 

drugs may have been forced 
to take steroids or not even 
told what they were taking, 
U.S. swim officials say. 

“They may (know), but 
I'm not sure they have a 
choice,” Richard Quick, who 
will coach the U.S. women at 
the 1996 Olympics in Atlan- 
ta, said Thursday. 

“It was said in East Ger- 
many that if you didn’t follow 
the programme, using the 
drugs as part of the program- 
me, that you were thrown 
out, so you may not have a 
choice. And I think the 
young ones may not even 
know.” 

Eleven Chinese athletes, 
seven of them swimmers, 
tested positive for drugs at 
the Asian Games at Hiroshi- 
ma. Japan, in October. M.C. 
Chinese officials denied their 
swimming federation encour- 
aged or knew about drug use. 

“This is an act by indi- 
viduals,” a Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman said 
Thursday from Beijing, 
adding his country’s sports 
authorities practice “strict 
prohibition, strict testing and 
strict punishment” of drug 
use. 

But Quick doesn't believe 
it. 

“I think the coaches 
know,” he said. “I think the 
administrators know. I think 
it would be impossible not to 
know that.” 

The Chinese swimming 
programme has improved 
rapidly in the 1990s — a little 
too rapidly, some say, as 
coaches from other countries 
began to suspect that steroids 
were part of the reason. 

Allegations of drug use 
escalated in September when 
die Chinese women won 12 
of 16 gold medals at the 
World Championships in 
Rome. “It seemed like too 
much, too fast,” said Greg 
Eggert, a board member of 
the U.S. swimming organisa- 
tion. 

In October, the Chinese 
women won all 15 of their 


Earn Your American 
University Degree 
at a College in London 

Study Business Administration, 
Commercial Art, Fashion Design, 
Fashion Marketing, Interior Design, 
and Video Production 

You'll feel right at home studying with your 
fellow students from Jordan who have chosen 
The American College in London. 

The American College confers university-level 
master’s, bachelor's and associate degrees. 
For further information or m ■ 1 

contact §' > ***^^^^* 

^he American^ 

in London 

110 Marylebone High Street 
London W1M 3DB England 
Tel. (0171) 486-1772 
FAX: (0171) 935-8144 

Classes begin 

October, January, March, June, July 


races at the Asian Games. 
Then, seven of them tested 

positive. , 

But John Collins, coach of 

the Badger Swim Club in 
Larchmont. N.Y.. said he s 
waiting to see if the Chinese 
change their ways. 

“Everybody knew that 

they've been doing it, but we 
couldn't catch them. So the 
fact that they're catching 
them is great,” he said. “But 
I don't know how it’s going to 
be resolved." 

China backs out of World 
Cup event 

Meanwhile, China, which 
has been stung by a multiple 
doping scandal involving its 
champion swimmers, will not 
stage a World Cup swimming 
event in January, officials 

said Friday. . 

The second of the eight 
short course World Cup 
events was to have been in 
Beijing January 7 and 8, 
according to provisional 
calendars. But Yuan Jiawei. 
deputy secretary general of 
the Chinese swimming fed- 
eration. said it h3d been a 
longstanding decison not to 
hold the event. 

“We have no intention of 
staging a World Cup event in 
January at Beijing," Yuan 
said. “We took our decision 
-in December 1993 for finan- 
cial reasons and we made it 
known at this time.” 
According to organisers of 
the Hong Kong World Cup 
meeting, which precedes 
Beijing on the calendar, the 
Chinese had problems find- 
ing a sponsor. 

“They had been expected 
to stage* their event but could 
not sign a final agreement 
without the sponsor," said 
Johnny Li. chief executive of 
the Hong Kong organising 
committee. 

It was not known if China's 
problems were connected to 
the latest drug scandal. 

The Chinese Olympic 
Committee has started its 
own investigation. 

FIN A downplays scandal 

In Algiers. World swim- 


ming chief Mustafa Lufetj I 
came ro embattled Chi&i'g a 
aid Friday, insisting thereto I 
no specific Chinese problem 1 
over drugs. I 

Larfaoui, who is president 1 
of the ruling body FINA, wjj a . 
speaking after seven Chinese 1 
swimmers were reported ear- 1 
tier ihis week to have fagjg 1 
drugs tests at the Asian 1 
Games in October. I 

Larfaoui. reached by tde- 1 
phone at his borne here, ta 1 ■ 
AFP: “For me, there is bo I 
specific Chinese problem at i 
the moment." 1 

Earlier this week a Chinese 1 
foreign ministry spokesnua f 
said the latest doping xaaty J 
was a case of “indrvkhai 1 
acts” rather than any ftiktn | 
on the parr of the authorities, 1 
Larfaoui added that the 1 
latest cases of doping ooh 1 
made FINA more deter- I 
mined than ever to stamp out 1 
drug taking and that they 1 
intended to step up the 
amount of out*o{. 
competition testing. 

The reported dope test fti- 
lures have sent shockwaves 
through the sport. 

Australian swimming offi- 
cials have called on FINA to 
double the penalty to fow*j 
years for swimmers who test ' 
positive to banned subst- 
ances. 

Australian Swimming In- 
corporated (ASI) said it 
wanted suspensions to in- 
clude at least one Olympic 
Games. 

“For some time there has 
been a great deal of suspicion 
about the use of 
perform ance-enhancinr 
drugs by some countries and 
FINA must act now," ASI 
executive director Vena Mur- 
ray said. 

Larfaoui also downplayed 
China's announcement ear- 
lier in the day that it will not 
be staging a World Cap 
swimming event in January. 

"The cancelling of a World 
Cup event is a matter for the 
federation concerned, as 
FINA is not directly con- 
cerned by this competition," 
he said. 


J ordan ends winter training 
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Vikings 

overcome 

Bears 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — 
Cris Carter turned Warren 
Moon’s short pass into a 65- 
yard touchdown in overtime 
Thursday night, giving the 
Minnesota Vikings a 33-27 
victory over the Chicago 
Bears and a tie for the lead in 
the NFC Central. 

Moon's second scoring 
pass to Carter, 5:46 into the 
extra period, came two plays 
after Kevin Butler missed a 
40-yard field goal that would 
have given the Bears (8-5) 
their second overtime win in 
two weeks and a two-game 
lead in the division. 

Instead, the Vikings (8-5) 
took control of the division. 
Thanks to their season sweep 
of the Bears. 

After the Bears drove to 
the Minnesota 23. Butler was 
wide left on his kick. Then 
Moon and Carter went to 
work. 

On second down. Moon 
threw into the flat to Carter, 
he spun away from lineback- 
er Joe Cain, straddled the 
sideline foT a few steps and 
avoided a desperation tackle 
attempt by shaun Gayle at 
the lu. He stumbled into the 
end zone standing. 

“It was curl pattern trying 
to set up a field goal.” Carter 
said. “Warren made a good 
throw." 

Said Moon: “Cris did a 
great job lulling the lineback- 
er. I didn’t get it out there as 
far as I would have liked. It 
was a great individual 
effort.” 

Minnesota snapped a 
three-game losing streak, 
handing Chicago its first loss 
in five games and its first 
defeat in eight games this 
season with Steve Walsh as 
the starting quarterback. 

Walsh, returning home on 
bis 28th birthday, threw two 
touchdowns, but his first 
quarter interception was re- 
turned 54 yards by rookie 
Dewayne Washington to give 
the Vikings a 7-0 lead. 


PHOENIX (AFP) — For- 
mer basketball star Michael 
Jordan concluded his 
winter-league baseball 
training season here one 
day early, departing before 
Thursday's scheduled finale 
for the Scottsdale Scor- 
pions. 

Fans appearing for the 
Arizona Fall league game at 
nearby Chandler were un- 
happy at missing their final 
chance to watch the ex- 
Chicago Bulls’ star play 
minor-league baseball in his 
quest to reach the major 
leagues. 

“I can't say it. There are 
too many cuss words in- 
volved,” said 11-year-old 
Lance Howard, who wore a 
replica Bulls’ jersey with 
Jordan’s number. 

Jordan helped the league 
attract more than 100,000 
fans, compared to only 
35,568 for all of last season. 

Jordan finished with a 
.252 batting average, hitting 
in 31 of 123 plate appear- 
ances. He scored 24 runs, 
made four doubles, a triple 
batted in eight runs, walked 
16 times, stole six bases in 
10 tries and struck out 34 
times. 

“The thing is. I’m in the 
early stages of my career,” 
Jordan said. “I know I'm 
not considered a hot pros- 
pect. My hitting has im- 
proved. But I can't be ex- 
pected to hit with power 
when I'm still learning to 
hit. I know I have a way to 

go" 

Chicago White Sox own- 
er Jerry Reinsdorf says Jor- 
dan will go from the AA 
level to the AAA level next 
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Former Chicago Bulls basketball star Michael Jordan 
throws out the first pitch before game o »v» of the American 
League Championship series (AFT photo) 


season, putting Jordan one 
step away from the Major- 
League level. 

“He just needs to play,” 
Scottsdale manager Terry 


Francona snid. “As he 
plays, he is a conscientious 
enough guy that he will pick 
up on some of things he 
needs to work on.” 


Striking baseball players resume negotiations 


LEESBURG, Virginia (R) 
— Major League Baseball 
owners and striking players 
resumed negotiations in sub- 
urban Washington under 
pressure of the owners’ possi- 
ble unilateral imposition of 
their terms* next week. 

The negotiating teams of 
both sides met for a couple of 
hours under the supervision 
of special Federal mediator 
William Useiy. 

Baseball owners have sche- 
duled a meeting for Decem- 
ber 5 in Chicago at which 
time they could decide to 
impose their terms on the 
striking players association 
should no agreement be 
reached by then. 

The owners’ lead nego- 
tiator, Boston Red Sox Chief 
executive officer John Har- 
rington, said it would be diffi- 
cult for collective bargaining 


to achieve anything after any 
implementation of the own- 
ers’ terms. 

"Once you go past imple- 
mentation it will be difficult 
to put the yolk back into the 
egg,” Harrington said. 

Los Angeles Dodgers out- 
fielder was pessimistic any 
agreement could be reached 
before the owners' meeting. 

“It’s going to be really 
tough to get anything worked 
out by next week." Butler 
said. 

The owners’ believe they 
have the right to unilaterally 
impose terms under Federal 
Labour Law which allows 
management to do so in the 
absence of a new collective 
bargaining agreement and 

following the declaration of 
an impasse. 

The move would come 
prior to the deadline for 


offering players sat* 
arbitration. Owners hi 
been adamant about ( 
going through the arbitrati 
process another year. 

Colorado Rockies owi 
McMorri s, speaking 
ESPN radio, confirmed tl 
owners would impienu 
their own terms should 
agreement be reached be# 
the meeting. 

McMorris also said t 
replacement p! avers wo 
be used to open the 11 
season should no agreem 
be reached by then. 1 
Rockies owner said he 
Peels they love baseball. 

Union chief Donald F 
^ the players would 
make an immediate couni 
proposal to the 102-pJ 
tax proposal offered by 
OW7ier s earlier this mw 
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Matthaeus to miss Dresden match after ban 
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FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
man soccer chiefs fined and 
banned national team captain 
Lothar Matthaeus for one 
same after he accused a 
World Cup referee of taking 
a bribe in a recent league 
match. 

b The German Football Fed- 
eration (DFB) ordered the 
33 -year-old Bayern captain to 
pay 25,000 marks ($15,900). 
Matthaeus, who has apolo- 
gised for his emotional post- 
match outburst, will miss 
Bayern’s Bundesliga home 
dash with Dynamo Dresden 
Saturday. 

Matthaeus, Germany’s re- 
cord cap bolder, alleged that 
World Cup referee Hellmut 
Krug had been bought by 
Karlusruhe after some con- 
troversial decision during 
Bayern’s 2-2 draw at the club 
November 19. 

He has escaped with a 
reasonably mild punishment. 
Former Borussia Dortmund 
player Michael Schulz was 
banned for five weeks in 1990 
for similar accusations. 
Matthaeus’s apology and 
general high standing in the 


German game hefped his 
cause. 

Both Matthaeus and 
*>ayem have accepted the 
ruhng.which allows the veter- 
an midfielder-cum-libero to 
play in the Bavarians* crucial 
European Champions’ 
League clash at Dynamo 
Kwv next week. 

Bayern manager Uli Hoe- 
ness, however, said be still 
thought the decision was still 
very hard. 

“We have accepted it with 
gritted teeth,” Hoeness said. 

1* we had appealed, Lothar 
would have had to appear in 
Frankfurt on Friday. That is 
exactly the son of upheaval 
we did not want before the 
important Champions 
League match.” 

Matthaeus, whose outburst 
was .“Ptured on German 
television, added: “I accept 
the ruling. Because of the 
pressure of the media I did 
not expect a mild verdict. 

“The team will win without 
nie against Dresden. Finally, 
I will have a bit of time at the 
weekend to do some Christ- 
mas shopping for the family.” 



Lothar Matthaeus 
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Eder scores in Atietico win Saturday — Norway’s Kjetil-Andre Aamodt, 

last season's overall World Cup winner, Marc 
RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Eder, who played Girardelli, who is looking for his sixth World i 
in Brazil’s 1982 World Cup team, scored with Gup title and Swede Fredrik Nyberg. 
a powerful left-foot free kick as Atietico . . , . . , 

Mineiro beat Botafogo 2-0 in the Brazilian JanSher destroys Hams 
championship on Thursday. A swerving shot 

by Eder, 38, deceived Botafogo goalkeeper ^OHA (AFP) — World squash champion 
Carlao m the 13th minute of the quarterfinal, J ans ^ er Khan crushed England’s Del Harris 
first-leg game; Atietico scored again before 15-4* 15-3, 15-10 Friday to reach the final of 
halftime through Darcy against tired oppo- Qatar International Tournament. Jansher 
nents who had played the previous Saturoay needed just 36 minutes to dispatch the En- 
and Tuesday. gfishman and rarely had to move into top gear 

during a slow paced encounter. Harris tried to 
Mourning fined for verbal abuse rally, but Jansheris superior length drives on 

the slowish court forced a series weak shots 
NEW YORK (AP) — Centre Alonzo Mourn- fr° m the Englishman which the Pakistani 
ing of the Charlotte Hornets was fined $5,000 disposed of at will. “It is depressing,” said 
by the NBA for verbally abusing officials Harris. “I didn’t get into it. I was loose and he 1 
following a game last week. The incident just manoeuvred me out of position. I wanted 
occurred after last Wednesday's game at to attack but I didn't get the chance. I’m not ; 
Boston, where the Celtics beat the Hornets tired.” Jansher will now face either Australian; 
98-91. The league said Mourning was critical Rodney Eyles or another Englishman, Chris 
of the officiating crew of Steve Javie, Joe Walker. 

Derosa and Sean Corbin. The fine was .. . . .... . . . , , 

announced by Rod Thorn, NBA vice Verdy CaptUftt 1994 J-Uague Championship 

president-operations. TOKYO (AP) — Verdy Kawasaki Friday 

European champion feared husband captured the Japanese professional soccer 

, , league championship for the second straight 

VIENNA (AFP) — European 100m hurdles year, beating Sanfrecce Hiroshima 1-0. More 
champion Svetla Dimitrova, who is suspended than 50,000 spectators at National Stadium 
by Bulgaria's athletics federation for moving saw 37-year-old Brazilian-bOra Japanese Ruy 
to Austria, was fleeing irate ofher husband Ramos, overcoming a fog.mjuiy, fire a shot 
jp#i coach , according to let manager. Dfirnt- from just inside the penalty area past goalkee- 
nva, who finished second in the 1994 grand P= re Kazumasa Kawano’s head into the goal 


fi . 1 
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manager Harald Edletzberger last month. But *-«gue s inaugural season cnampion in uw v 
lEdletzberger claimed Friday that Dimitrova’s defeated fnst-stage champion Sanfrecce 1-0 m 
ffit was prompted by her husband and coach die first game of the championship series^ 

jffian Pichtikov. “Mrs. Dimitrova was veiy , L , , _ . , . 

"#aid of her husband and believes no one can BSStlS DflnnGQ fTOITl rUNSni StBulUITl 

guarantee her safety if she returns to Bui gar- 

la, ” he said. “Mrs. Dimitrova was insulted by PARIS (R) — Bastia have been banned from 
ter husband, whose only thought was to get playing at the infamous Furiani Stadium for at 
afore money out of her. She wants a divorce.” least one match following incidents during 
■T their home game against Monaco last Satur- 

Tovnba tackles Opening races day- In suspending the Corsican stadium, the 

■ ■ r French league’s disciplinary committee ruled 

TIGNES (AFP) — Alberto Tomba will be the that Bastia would not be able to play there for 
man to watch this weekend, as the flamboyant two home games but said the sanction could 
ftflHn n tackles the opening races in the men’s be reduced to one match if the next game 
'Spine Siding World Cup. The actions starts there was trouble-free. A handful of angry 
xfith a giant slalom Saturday and finishes with Bastia fans invaded the'pitch at the end of the 
i'dalom Sunday — the triple Olympic ebam- first half of the Monaco match after referee 
[Son’s preferred disciplines. The races were Antoine de Pandis ruled out a Bastia goal, 
switched here after poor conditions at Ses- Monaco were leading 2-0 at the time. Fights 
triere last weekend. Tomba, who won the broke out on the pitch, the game resumed 
Olympic giant slalom title at nearby Val after a 20-minute break and ended in a 2-2 
dlsere in 1992, will have three main rivals on draw, Bastia scoring twice in the second half. 


KLM introduces family plan for frequent flyers 

KLM Thursday introduced 
the Flying Dutchman Fami- j!ig$ 
ly plan allowing present 
and new members of their 
frequent flyer programme 
to accumulate points when 
up to six of their family 
members fly on KLM or 
one of their partner air- 
lines. 

The introduction is a de- 
mand in the market and 
caters for the specific cus- 
tomer needs in the Near 9PT, 
and Middle East where 
people normally travel with 
their family or have their 
families spend the holidays 
in this area. Many of these 

3Hr h rie rts^jsst Sf 

L is the fact that the 150 destinations itT the 

number of points earned USA and Canada, but 

tar depend on the length of the states that it will have it’s 

S?v journey. The longer the Family Flan facilities also 

Oircem and^rew mem- »P the more P oims are available during the coming 

bfcre earned, whereas most summer. The temporary 

nonunate a max programmes give a fixed promotion will end on 

Z™ ,°1 - ■? famil L”' SbSof points for family September 31, 1995. 

ben (minimum age 2). ^, e airline is KLM Royal Dutd. Air- 

noSS currently celebrating its lines operates daily flights 

pmno on therr card After ^'Vniversary and is from Amman and offers 

fl£y‘, £ la i' y k'i’IrfJw directing this promotion to connections to 350 destina- 

STt’SST'.rtS ^ who ba P ve plans to tions around tire world. 


NHL 

deadlock 

remains 


CHICAGO (R) — NHL 
owners and players ex- 
changed proposals on three 
major issues on Thursday, 
but they remained far from 
resolving their collective 
bargaining impasse. 

One insider described 
the tone of the eight-hour 
meeting in a swank down- 
town hotel as, “good, bnt 
not great,” the Canadian 
press reported. 

After the meeting ad- 
journed, principles on both 
sides met privately. Nego- 
tiations were to resume on 
Friday and were expected 
to continue for the entire 
day. 

Players, who have been 
locked out since Oct. 1, 
and owners dealt exclusive- 
ly with free agency, salary 
arbitration and a proposed 
rookie salary cap on Thurs- 
day. _ .. 

On the rookie salary cap 
issue, the NHL players’ 
association dropped its de- 
sired salary ceiling to $1.25 
million from $150 million 
for first-round players, 
while the NHL remained at 
S700,000, sources told the 
Canadian press. 

The NHL wants to retain 
its right to have an arbitra- 
tor's decision be non- 
binding, meaning that 
rather than paying the 
awarded salary a team 
could allow the player to 
become an unrestricted 
free agent. 

The league also proposed 
a maximum of two players 
per team per year be 
allowed to walk away. The 
players want binding 
arbitration. 
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1st Division Basketball Championship 

Jazireh clash with Orthodoxi; 

A hl i prepare for another big win 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — First Division 
basketball teams continue 
their matches Saturday with 
only ten days remaining in 
the competition which will 
conclude with the second 
Ahli -Orthodoxi final on Dec. 
15. 

Saturday's most important 
clash will be the Orthodoxi- 
Jazireh battle for second 
place. 

A1 Orthodoxi have already 
almost clinched the second 
spot after overcoming A1 
Jazireh 92-75 in their first 
round match. Therefore A1 
Jazireh have a very difficult 
task of scoring a 17 point win 
over the former champions if 
they want to advance their 
third placed standing which 
they clinched from A1 Jalil 
two years ago. 

A! Jazireh retained their 


standing in their latest match 
after scoring a 71-55 win over 
AI Jatil. They enter today's 
match with only two losses to 
Al Ahli and Al Orthodoxi. 

Although Al Orthodoxi 
are playing this championship 
with their younger lineup af- 
ter many older players, espe- 
cially the team’s ace Murad 
Baraka t, retired last year, the 
team has nevertheless proved 
that they are strong power- 
base. They only lost 79-70 to 
Al Ahli in the first round 
final. 

AJ Orthodoxi will have to 
beat Al Ahli with over 9 
points on Dec. 15 to force a 
best-of- three deciding round. 

In other matches Saturday, 
Al Watani take on titlehol- 
ders Al Ahi, while Al Jalil 
play Homentmen at the 
Sports Palace. Al Ahli are 
the only unbeaten team of 
the tournament and are hop- 
ing to retain their third suc- 


cessive title. match have no way of 

At Watani have only advancing their standing, 
scored their wins over Ho- 
mentmen and are in danger Homentmen have already 
of relegation unless they beat been relegated after failing to 
Al Hussein by four points on score the minimum number 
their .Dec. 12 match. Al Hus- of at least three wins, while 

sein had won their first round Al Jalil stayed in fourth place 

match 79-76. after losing to AJ Jazireh in 

llie teams in the third both rounds. 


Saturday’s matches 

Watani vs. Ahli 5:30 p.m. Ahli court 
Jalil vs. Homentmen 5:30 p.m. Sports Palace 
Jazireh vs. Orthodoxi 7 p.m. Sports Palace 


STANDINGS 


Pts. 


Ahfi 

Jazireh 

Orthodoxi 

Jalil 

Watani 

Hussein 

Homentmen 


888 

685 

665 

520 

592 

471 

398 


439 

586 

410 

497 

746 

728 

807 



Al Ahli’s Yousef Zaghlonl goes for a layup (File photo) 


Edberg wins thriller against Volkov 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Stefan 
Edberg put Sweden in charge 
of the Davis Cup final against 
Russia Friday when he won a 
dramatic opening rubber 
against Alexander Volkov. 

The 28-year-old looked to 
be coasting to- victory when 
he went two sets up but sud- 
denly Volkov stepped up the 
pace and Edberg found him- 
self two sets all and the Rus- 
sia serving match point in the 
fifth. 

But Edberg’s nerve held, 
as it did at 5-5 in the fifth 
when President Boris Yeltsin 
made bis appearance, and he 
finally won 6-4, 6-2, 6-7 (2-7), 
0-6, S-6. 


“I am very relieved to have 
come back from match point 
in the fifth,” said Edberg 
afterwards. 

“If I had lost I would have 
been very depressed. I should 
have won the match in three 
setabut he pickeduphis pace 
and I began making mis- 
takes,” added the Swede who 
has had a miserable season. 

During the marathon 
match Edberg had 11 foot- 
faults and 14 doable-faults. 

“For four or five games I 
did not play very well. Four- 
teen double faults is far to 
many in a five set match,” 
admitted the Swede. “I had 
been in charge and all of a 
sudden it changed.” 


Edberg’s dramatic victory 
silenced the 12,000 strong 
Russian crowd who were con- 
vinced they were about to 
witness a dramatic comeback 
victory from Volkov. 


Instead Sweden were on 
track to take their fourth 
Davis Cup title. 

“We are looking quite 
good as of now,” said 
Edberg. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH MRSCH 

eiWTIMlMfeiSam.i 


CHOOSE THE BIGHT SUIT 


Land for Sale 

A 2000 m land in a distinguished lo- 
cation Shmeisani - opposite the 
Forte Grande Hotel is for sale, suita- 
ble for foreign investments. 


For more, information 
Pis. call Tel. No. 689950/ 673274 . 


Neither vulnerable- South dealx- 

NORTH 

* K4 3 

A K J 10 6 5 
‘>K4 
+ K6 

WEST EAST 

*Q 7 6 * 5 2 

9 8 7 4 2 Q 

0 987 0 10 6532 

+ JB3 # 10 8754 

SOUTH 

* A J 10 9 8 
*7 9 3 

0 A Q J 

* AQ2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 r Pass 

3 NT Pass 4 4 Pass 

4 4 Pass 4 NT Pass 

5 4 Pass 7 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Nine of 0 
With JO bricks in high cards, de- 
clarer most develop one of the mqjor 
■mfr-g for three extra tricks. The per- 
centage line is to cash the ace- king 
in one suit and, if the queen does not 
appear, take the finesse in the other. 
Is there any valid reason for select- 
ing to play off the top hearts over 
spades on this deal, or vice versa? 

North could have made a jump 
shift originally, but thought that 
tnlrmg a slow approach might yield 


™ a 

more infbjrxustxon. Four dubs was 
an effort to see whether South could 
offer delayed heart support- When 
partner could not* North checked on 
aces and then elected to bid a grand 
in no trump rather than in a 
suit— that decision, in effect, 
brought both major suits into pkp 
rather than just one. 

West Ipd the nine of diamonds 
and the problem was simple. In 
which suit should declarer take the 
finesse after raiihmg the ace-king in 
the other? If declarer electa to take 
the finesse in hearts, then the right 
play is to do so immediately rather 
than first cash a high honor. Cash- 
ing an honor will work if the queen 
is singleton, but will fail when West 
has four cards in the suit because 
the queen will not be able to be 
picked up. 

That is not the case m spades. I£ 
after cashing the ace ana king of 
hearts the queen does not wear, 
declarer can cash the king of spades 
in an attempt to drop a singleton, 
queen. If her majesty does not fall, 
declarer can still take two finesses 
and succeed even if the suit breaks 
4-1, as long as East has the spade 
length. 

As an undeserved reward you will 
make the grand slam if you cashed 
two high spades and then a high 
heart. But the experts will know you 
do not merit this bonanza. 


member in question. What 
is unique about this prog- 
ramme is the fact that the 
number of points earned 
depend on tbe length of the 
journey. The longer the 
trip the more points are 
earned, whereas most 
programmes give a fixed 
number of points for family 
members. The airline is 
currently celebrating its 
75th anniversary and is 
directing this promotion to 
those who have plans to 


travel to one of KLM’s 57 
destinations in Europe and 
150 destinations in the 
USA and Canada, but 
states that it will have it’s 
Family Flan facilities also 
available during tbe coming 
summer. The temporary 
promotion will end on 
September 31, 1995. 

KLM Royal Dutch Air- 
lines operates daily flights 
from Amman and offers 
connections to 350 destina- 
tions around the world. 


Duty Unpaid Nissan Aitima V4 1993. New, 
green colour, full options. Automatic with 
A/C. 

Interested, please call 838249 


FOR RENT 

At the 4th Circle 

Super deluxe furnished apartment 
2nd floor, 3 bedrooms, 2 verandas, 250m 2 . 

Call 777916/674935 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

-fr Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

-fr One bedroom living room K & B. 

* Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Telj 667862/642351 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA I 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


A 



David Bradley 
in 

Cyborg Cop 

Shows: 1230. 330. 5:00. &30. &30. 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

Tom Hanks ... in _ 

sesless fn Seattl 


Show* li3U. 3:30. 6:00. «:15. 10.311 

CONCORD “2” 

Sister Act 

Shows: 3: 15,. .5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ammoun theatre 


very soon 

Musa Bjjawn (Smna’h) 

in political satire 
HL.. Citizen 

CHILDREN’S PLAY 

Water Is A Blessing From 

Heaven 

Time 10:00 am. 



(Qirbeh Makhzonqa) 

Ticket window is open all day 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

Presents: " . 

The political satire: 

AI SalamYa Salam 

Daily at 8:30 

Satnrday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

In English next Satur- 
day and Sunday 
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An aerial view of the 


cruise ship, the AdiiUe Lanro, on fire in the Indian Ocean off the coast of Somalia (AFP photo) 


Jordan to claim its share of 
Yarmouk water now used by Syria 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian water 
rights from riparians of the 
Jordan and Yarmouk rivers 
are not yet fully restored as 
Syria has been diverting an 
annual 95 million cubic 
metres of Jordan's share from 
the Yarmouk River since the 
5GS, according to water ex- 
perts. 

The Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty signed on Oct. 
26 secures the Kingdom’s wa- 
ter share from Israel, but 
regional cooperation and sta- 
bility can only be attained 
when disputes over water in 
the area as a whole are re- 
solved. said Munther Hadda- 
dtn, who negotiated Jorda- 
nian water rights with Israel. 

; The treaty increases Jor- 
dan's water share by a total of 
230 million cubic metres 
(MCMs). he told the Jordan 
Times, adding that there is 
more of the Kingdom's share 
to be restored from Syria. 

Dr. Haddadin, who de- 
scribed negotiations with 
Israel over water as “long 
and arduous,” said he 
adopted the principle of “in- 
tegnty of the river system” 
ar \ not the Johnston plan as 
it is widely assumed as the 
basis for agreement. 


This principle prohibits any 
party to use water outside the 
river system if that water is 
needed by any riparian. Dr. 
Haddadin, however, said that 
the agreement Jordan 
reached with ferae! was closer 
to the principle of equitable 
and reasonable utilisation 
which entitles each basin 
state a reasonable and equit- 
able share in beneficial uses 
of waters in its territories. 

Jordan's major surface and 
ground water resources are 
shared with other riparians. 
The Yarmouk River and 
ground waters in the north 
are shared among Jordan. 
Syria and the West Bank, and 
the Jordan River system in 
the west is shared with Israel. 

A study conducted by 
American experts in 1953 and 
agreed upon by the Arabs in 
1955 allocates 330 MCMs 
annually to Jordan, 47 MCMs 
to the West Bank, 25 MCMs d 
to Israel and 90 MCMs to 
Syria from the Yarmouk Riv- 
er. 

The so-called Johnston 
plan was based on the 1953 
Baker-Harsa report, also 
known as masterplan for the 
Jordan River -Valley. But 
neither Israel nor Syria re- 
spected the provisions of the 
agreement. Dr. Haddadin 
said. 


While Israel was using 70 
MCMs, Syria was and still is 
using 220 MCMs — 95 
MCMs more than it was allo- 
cated. 

Following intensive nego- 
tiations with Israel, Jordan 
managed to restore its water 
rights from Israel from both 
the Jordan and Yarmouk riv- 
ers, but Syrian violations of 
the regional agreements have 
not yet been addressed. 

In a televised address to 
the nation last month. His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
that Jordan will strive to re- 
gain its water rights in full. 

Although the King did not 
mention Syria by name, 
Jordanians are aware of 
Syria’s diversion of Jordan’s 
share of rhe Yarmouk, which 
lies on the Jordanian-Syrian 
border. 

Observers believe that 
King Hussein’s reference to 
the remaining water rights 
could form the backbone for 
future Jordanian-Syrian 
negotiations on the issue 
based on a formal Jordanian 
demand of the "rightful 
share*' of water. 
a Dr. Haddadin said that re- 
gional stability and coopera- 
tion was impossible in the 
presence of conflicts over wa- 
ter. “Even if the water issue 
was dealt with in peace agree- 


- ments involving Syria. Leba- 
non and the Palestinians, the 
region will not be stable as 
long as there are signs of 
dispute between Syria and 
Iraq over Euphrates wa- 
ters..." he said. 

The two downstream 
sharers of the river (Syria and 
Iraq), which has flows down 
from Turkey, have sparked 
political disputes due to con- 
flicts over water. 

In 1975, Iraq called an ur- 
gent meeting of the foreign 
ministers of die Arab League 
to discuss claims to Eup- 
hrates waters. In the tense 
week that followed both Iraq 
and Syria moved troops to- 
wards their mutual frontier. 
The situation was defused by 
Saudi intervention, but tense 
relations between ihe two 
sides still prevail. 

Competition among Tur- 
key, Syria and Iraq for Eup- 
hrates waters can be resolved 
by reaching compatible 
agreements between the be- 
neficiaries if the river waters 
as well as foreign investment 
for utilising the waters are 
used in a manner that would 
serve the whole region, said 
Dr. Haddadin. 

“Then tire region's water 
would be distributed: thus 
(creating) a regional 
order..." he said. 


S . Arabia denies Qatar border shooting 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia has dismissed as un- 
true a claim by Qatar that 
there have been several 
shooting incidents along their 
disputed borders. 

An official statement said 
investigations by Saudi au- 
thorities showed that such 
incidents, cited by Qatar as a 
reason for its boycott of a 
meeting of the six-country 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) last week, had never 
occurred. 

“Qatar was assured after 
investigations by Saudi au- 
thorities that this incident or 
Other similar incidents never 
occurred." the statement, re- 
ported by the official Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) early on 
Friday, said of the Qatari 
claims. 

"The official Qatari News 
Agency (QNA) quoted In- 
terior Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani as saying on Wednes- 
day one Qatari was wounded 
by . Saudi border guards in 


one of several incidents be- 
tween March and October. 

He said be had boycotted 
the Nov. 27-28 meeting of 
GCC interior minis ters in 
Riyadh because his country 
had not recieved a response 
to complaints it made to 
Saudi Arabia about the inci- 
dents. 

Ties between the two 
neighbours have been tense 
since 1992 when Qatar stayed 
away from several GCC min- 
isterial meetings and 
threatened to boycott the 
GCC annual summit after a 
border incident in which 
Qatar said three people were 
killed. 

A December 1992 agree- 
ment to demarcate the bor- 
der within one year, bro- 
kered by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in a bid to 
ease tensions between the 
two Arab states, has yet to be 
implemented. 

The Saudi statement said 
Qatar first notified Riyadh of 
one incident on Nov. 12, the 


same day that it announced it 
was boycotting the ministe- 
rial meeting of the GCC — 
which also includes Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

The meeting is one of 
several held by GCC minis- 
ters ahead of this year’s GCC 
summit, due in Bahrain on 
Dec. 19. 

“We had no reports of such 
incidents from Qatar before 
that," the Saudi statement 
said. 

A Saudi reply assuring 
Qatar that reports of the inci- 
dent were untrue, was sent to 
Qatar on Nov. 23 r several 
days before the ministerial 
meeting, the statement 
added. 

It said that Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz had also perso- 
nally told Qatari interior 
minister of Riyadh's “keen 
interest in maintaining the 
best relations of friendship 
and brotherhood” with 
Qatar. He had urged Sheikh 


Abdullah to attend the' 
Riyadh meeting and hold bi- 
lateral discussions on any 
matters of mutual interest, it 
added. 

“If Qatar wants to find 
justifications for staying away 
from the GCC interior minis- 
ters' meeting, then that is its 
own concern," the statement 
said. a 

The GCC groups Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, Qatar and 
Bahrain. 

The five other interior 
ministers met in Riyadh Nov. 
27-28 to finalise an agree- 
ment to tighten security 
cooperation and allow their 
police forces to chase fugi- 
tives across each other’s bor- 
ders. 

Four of the ministers en- 
dorsed the agreement, but 
Kuwait demurred. 

Bahrain, also locked in a 
dispute with Qatar over ter- 
ritorial water boundaries, is 
hosting the next GCC sum- 
mit. 




U.S.: Arafat shows good faith 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton’s admi- 
nistration said on Friday it 
has no evidence that Palesti- 
nian elements controlled by 
Yasser Arafat have been in- 
volved in attacks on Israelis. 
"In a report to Congress on 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) compliance 
with the peace agreement 
with Israel, the State Depart- 
ment said that the organisa- 
tion “both in its words and 
deeds is negotiating in good 
fjiith and is demonstrating 
that it recognises Israel’s 
right to exist." 

1 The report criticised 
Palestinian police as not 
toeing “as effective as they 
could have been in halting 
acts of violence." 

. It also expressed dis- 
appointment that the PLO 
has not yet amended its cove- 
nant to delete language call- 
ing for the destruenon of 
Israel. 

" Jhe report said Mr. Arafat 
has assured Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of his 
commitment to amend the 
covenant “but did not pre- 
sent a definitive timetable." 
’ Congress required the 
administration to report ev- 
ery six months on the prog- 
ress of PLO compliance with 


its commitments to renounce 
“terrorism," amend its cove- 
nant, and end the economic 
boycott of Israel. 

The report said that during 
the past six months groups 
opposed to the peace process 

— Hamas and Islamic Jihad 

— “have launched a con- 
certed effort to undermine 
negotiations by killing 
Israelis and discrediting the 
authority and effectiveness of 
the Palestinian Authority." 

During that period 39 
Israelis have been killed . six 
of them in areas controlled by 
the Palestinian Authority. 

“These terrorist groups do 
not belong to or operate 
under the control of the PLO 
and have openly opposed 
Arafat because of his com- 
mitment to make peace with 
Israel, " the department said. 

It said the PLO had 
“moved to condemn terrorist 
attacks in a more timely, 
direct and authoritative man- 
ner.” but it also said the 
Palestinian police “have not 
been as effective as they 
could be. m particular in 
terms of following up deten- 
tions with effective investiga- 
tions, actual prosecution and 
incarceration of those re- 
sponsible." 

It also said that “the 


Palestinian police have not 
been effective in locating ter- 
rorist operatives who are 
organised in small compart- 
mented cells.” 

As for the economic 
boycott, the report said that 
the PLO had “signed a de- 
tailed economic protocol with 
ferae! which represents a de 
facto reversal of the PLO's 
traditional support for the 
boycott.” 

At the same, the State De- 
partment noted that the PLO 
“has not explicitly called for 
an end to any aspect of the 
boycott.” 

U.S. releases aid 

The United States, moving 
, to implement commitments 
by an international donors 
meeting, said on Thursday it 
would immediately make 
available $4 million in aid to 
P alestinians and expedite dis- 
. bursement of another $12 
million. 

The announcement fol- 
lowed. an international 
donors meeting on Wednes- 
day in Brussels that agreed to 
meet the Palestinian budget 
deficit of $125 million and 
pump S23 million into boost- 
ing employment in the re- 
gion. 



State Department de] 
spokeswoman Christine Shel- 
ly said the United States 
“would provide as soon as 
possible $12 million of its 
fiscal ’95 pledge amount to 
the World Bank Holst fond 
to cover start up costs." 

Further, “to address the 
urgent needs of the Palesti- 
nians, we are making im- 
mediately available $4 mil- 
lion" in 1994 funding that had 
been committed to medium 
and long-term technical 
assistance, die said. 

The United States has also 
agr eed to use another $4 mil- 
lion to pay the salaries of the 
Palestinian police force 
established under the Israel - 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace agree- 
ment, she said. 

The two-day donor meet- 
ing in Brussels agreed to 
make an all-out effort to 
accelerate the progress of the 
Palestinian development 
programme. 

World leaders are con- 
cerned that the economic de- 
speration among Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza is 
fuelling the violence and poli- 
tical unrest that could unravel 
the Israel-PLO accord. 


Achille Lauro passengers 
steam towards safe ports 


DJIBOUTI (Agencies) — 
Their luxury cruise cut shon 
by an inferno of smoke and 
fire, nearly 1,000 weary pas- 
sengers and crew members of 
the abandoned Achille Lauro 
steamed towards safe pons 
Friday in a motley fleet of 
warships and cargo freigh- 
ters. 

Two elderly passengers 
died and eight were injured 
after fire erupted in the en- 
gine room of the Achille 
Lauro before dawn Wednes- 
- day and spread to engulf the 
ship, despite efforts by the 
crew to contain it. 

“The fire was so big you 
had to fight through smoke 
which poured down toward 
the cabins," survivor Tony 
Webb was quoted as telling 
London's Daily Telegraph. 

“At about 8 a.m., the cap- 
tain said the fire was too 
strong and we would have to 
abandon ship," added Mr. 
Webb, 44, a Briton living in 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

Passengers dad in evening 
clothes and bed dress clam- 
bered aboard life boats and 
rafts and evacuated tire ship, 
followed sometime later by 
the fire-fighting team and 
finally, the captain, Giuseppe 
Ora. 

“From wbat I saw, (the 
ship) is gone," Mr. Orsi said 
by radio from one of the 
rescue ships Thursday. 

The Achille Lauro was 
adrift in the Indian Ocean off 
Somalia on Friday, listing 
badly to port and still 
smoldering, its troubled his- 


Liner sinks 

THE ACHILLE Lauro sank 
Friday, offidals said. The lin- 
er went down at 7:10 p.m. 
local time as it was being 
towed by an ocean-going tug, 
a few nautical miles from 
where the blaze had started 
in the engine room early 
Wednesday. 

tory apparently nearing an 
end. 

The ship’s name burst into 
headlines in 1985 when the 
Achille Lauro was hijacked 
by Palestinians who allegedly 
killed an American and 
dumped his body overboard. 
They escaped the vessel and 
boarded a jet, but U.S. fight- 
er planes forced it to land in 
Italy and the hijackers were 
captured. 

Eight cargo vessels and two 
American warships, the USS 
Gettysburg and Halyburton. 
carried the Achille Lauro's 
surviving passengers and 
crew members towards 
Djibouti, Mombasa in Kenya 
and Muscat, Oman. 

Most were beading for 
Mombasa but none of the 
rescue ships was expected to 
dock before Sunday. 

Port authorities in Djibouti 
said they expected survivors 
from the liner to arrive on 
Saturday on three merchant 
ships and two U.S. navy ves- 
sels. 

The 977 passengers and 
crew from nine countries 


were plucked from shark- 
infested waters and distri- 
buted on Thursday between 
10 rescue ships. . 

Port authorities said the 
first ship to arrive in Djibouti 
would be the Liberian- 
registered bulk carrier Bardu 
with six Italians, four Israelis, 
15 South Africans. 10 British, 
six Dutch and seven German 
passengers and crew from the 
ill-starred liner. 

It would be followed by the 
Lima with 50 passengers, the 
Iran Sharbaz with 40 passen- 
gers, the Gettysburg with 165 
passengers and the Halybur- 
ton with 43- 

A U.S. Navy spokesman 
said only one tugboat re- 
mained near the hulk of the 
Achille Lauro. 

Lloyds Shipping of London 
said the tug Solano had 
cooled the rear of the liner 
and secured a tine to it, but 
the fire could only be exting- 
uished by a fire-fighting crew 
aboard. 

Two elderly male passen- 
gers died in the tragedy — a 
German who suffered a heart 
attack and a Briton who was 
killed by a blow to the head 
while he was boarding a life 
raft. 

Shipping agents said the 
survivors would need clo- 
thing, food, shelter and some 
might need medical atten- 
tion. They said they hoped a 
shortage of hotel rooms 
would be solved by the 
French military garrison in 
Djibouti accommodating 
some. 


Iran paving way for 
Khamenei to succeed Araki 


NICOSIA (AP) — As Iran 
strives to name its spiritual 
leader as the supreme head of 
the world's 100 million Shiite 
Muslims, a leading cleric said 
Friday that the new man must 
be politically aware because 
Islam is under threat, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

Iran's theocratic govern- 
ment began moves to prom- 
ote Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
as the new bead of the sect . 
shortly after Grand Ayatol- 
lah Ali Araki died Tuesday. 
He was at least 100. 

The man who succeeds 
Araki “must have a greater 
political awareness than pre- 
vious holders of the office," 
Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati 
said in a sabbath sermon at 
Tehran University on Friday. 

He said such a leader was 
needed because a resurgent 
Islam was “confronted by an 
American-backed Islam.” 

Ayatollah Jannati is a close 
associate of Ayatollah 
Khamenei and is a member 
of several key official com- 
mittees. His comments 
underlined fears among many 
Shiites that the Tehran lead- 
ership, by intervening in what 
has traditionally been a 
solely religious matter, is 



All Araki 


seeking to give the state con- 
trol over religion in Iran and 
authority over Shiites around 
the world. 

Traditionally the major 
Ala, or supreme spiritual 
leader, of the Shiites has 
been chosen from the grand 
ayatollahs, the top ranking 
derics in Iran or Iraq by 
theologians themselves in the 
leading Shiite seminaries in 
Qom and the holy city of 
Najaf in Iraq. 

There are less than a dozen 
grand ayatollahs alive at this 
time. 

Ayatollah Khamenei, 55, 
has the qualifications of a 
middle-ranking cleric, but the 
radio referred to him as a 


grand ayatollah several times 
Wednesday. 

The official Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency, IRNA also 
quoted at least two Iranian 
ayatollahs as saying that 
Ayatollah Khamenei was 
qualified to succeed Araki. 

There has been official 
word that Ayatollah 
Khamenei had been prom- 
oted to grand ayatollah by 
Iran’s religious establish- 
ment. 

In the past, the supreme 
spiritual leaders have 
eschewed involvement in 
politics. 

But Iran has been trying to 
fuse the political and spiritual 
roles into one in an effort to 
boost its clout among the sect 
and promote its version of 
Islam around the world. 

Shiites, who comprise ab- 
out 1G per cent of the world's 
one billion Muslims, are the 
predominant sect in Iran and 
Azerbaijan, and the majority 
in Iraq. Small numbers exist 
elsewhere in the Muslim 
World. 

Araki was buried Thursday 
in Qom, the centre of Shiite 
religious learning, in a funer- 
al attended by millions, 
Tehran Radio reported. 


Palestinians sceptical of 
Lebanon disarmament 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — 

« M M ■ -IT A 


Many Palestinian refugees 
doubt that the Lebanese gov- 
ernment will attempt to dis- 
arm them in their camps de- 
spite official warnings follow- 
ing factional fighting last 
week in which six Palestinian 
combatants died. 

Palestinian offidals said 
they had not been officially 
notified about Lebanese gov- 
ernment plans to disarm 
them. 

In an interview with a 
Beirut newspaper, Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez warned that “pockets 
of insecurity" would not be 
tolerated in the country. 

“To remedy this situation 
the state will not hesitate to 
extend its authority inside the 
(Palestinian refugee) 
camps,” be said. 

A government offidal said 
earlier Lebanon was to dis- 
arm Palestinian refugees and 
could send the army into 
their camps if they objected. 

The government has been 
trying to enforce law and 
order in the country since the 
end of the 1975-1990 civil 
war, during which Israel 
twice invaded Lebanon to 
end Palestinian attacks. 

After inter-Palestinian 
fighting last week in the 'Ain 
AI Hilweh camp — the 
largest in Lebanon, with a 
population of 80.000 — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi threatened 
to send in the army if more 
clashes erupted. 

The operation to disarm 
the Palestinians would mainly 
involve medium-calibre and 
personal weapons, since 
heavy weapons were sup- 
posed to have been removed 
in 1991 , a year after Lebanon 
also disarmed all its militias 


issue of disarming the Palesti- 
nians was “political" and 


except for the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollab. 

Last week’s clashes broke 
out when supporters of Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
tried in vain to wrest control 
of the 'Ain Al Hilweh camp 
from opponents who had split 
from his main Fateh faction 
after the 1993 signing of the 
peace accord with Israel. 

Sultan Abul Ainain, head 
of Fateh in Lebanon, saw the 

igthePa 
ditical” 
therefore should be tackled 
by the PLO leadership. 

Referring to the peace 
negotiations with Israel, Mr. 
Abul Ainain said: “I think 
that tiie weapons which the 
Palestinians have are a card 
in the hands of the Lebanese 
and the Syrians. 

“So why offer them now to 
the Americans, before the 
arrival of Warren Christ- 
opher?” 

The U.S. Secretary of state 
starts a new peace shuttle 
between Israel and Syria next 
week. 

The Lebanese government 
said meanwhile it would en- 
ter Palestinian refugee camp 
to disarm guerrillas when it 
saw fit and would not negoti- 
ate with Mr. Arafat over the 
surrender of weapons. 

“The government did not 
take a derision to send the 
army to the camps azid...wili 
not negotiate with Yasser 
Arafat because the Lebanese 
government decides what it 
will do on Lebanese land," 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Michel Al Murr told repor- 
ters after a late-night cabinet 
session. 


Parents of 
Lebanese 
convict in 
U.S. attack 
urge fair 
sentence 

BEIRUT (AP) — The pa- 
rents of a Lebanese immig- 
rant convicted of killing a 
Jewish teenager in a New 
York ambush ? Jmonished 
the verdict Friday and urged 
the judge in the trial to pass a 
“fair sentence." 

A New York jury on 
Thursday convicted Rashid 
Baz, 28, of second-degree 
murder and 14 counts of 
attempted murder. He faces 
25 years to life at his Jan. 18 
) sentencing. 

“I don’t think my son got a 
fair trial. The jury was veiy 
harsh/’ said Mr. Baz’s 52- 
year-old mother, Suheila. 

“But I have high hopes in 
the American judge and I 
hope my son will get a fair 
sentence, considering bis ill- 
ness/* she told the Associ- 
ated Press in an interview at 
her apartment in Beirut’s 
Sakiet Al Janzir neighbour- 
hood. * 

She did not say what a “fair 
sentence" would be. 

Mr. Baz, a livery cab driv- 
er, admitted he strafed a van 
carrying Hasidic Jews with 
bullets on March 1 as it drove 
onto the Brooklyn Bridge 
carrying 15 students. Sixteen 
year-old Aaron Halberstam 
was killed and three others 
were wounded. 



Democracy forum . 
uses Khmer 
Rouge 

flag for Cambodia 

SEOUL (R) — Cambodia's 
frequent political changes m 
the pa* 1 tew years have got 
the better of organisers of an 
International Democracy 
Forum in south Korea. They 
used the wrong flag for the 
country — twice. At the right 
of the' speaker's p«>dinm at - 

the Forum of Democratic 
leaders in the Asia- Pacific 
was not the blue and red 
rovalist flag adopted after 
elections Iasi year, but a large 
red and gold banner of the 
hated Khmer Rouge. "Oh 
dear, none of u.s nonccd," 
said Son Soubcrt. vice chair- 
man of the Cambodian par- - 
liament when shown the 
Khmer Rouge flag. "It's been - 
changed at the U.N and 
everything.” The Khmer 
Rouge government called it- 
self "democratic” Kam- 
puchea (Cambodia) during 
its rule in the 1970s that killed 
a million Cambodians. but it 
boycotted the l T .N. -run polls $ 

and is waging a guerrilla war 
against the new administra- 
tion. In the conference logo, 
organisers used a pale blue 
banner with a superimposed 
map of Cambodia that was - 
used during the U.N. transi- 
tion to elections. Organisers 
reacted with shock and ■ 
embarrassment, “You mean 
it’s not the flag of Cambodia? 

We'll have to change i* im- 
mediately," said one confer- 
ence official. 

Embryos start 
out female, 
study shows 

WASHINGTON (ArPi - 
Researchers at the University 
of Chicago have isolated a 
genetic switch in embroys 
that start out female to be- 
come male, according to 
study to be published Friday 
in the journal Science. “The 
embryo destine to become a 
boy teems as a female," said 
Dr.*' Michael Weiss, director 
ofi a team that used sophisti- 
cated imaging techniques to 
explore the biological path- 
way to manhood. “It lay's 
down first female structures 
and not male structures at a ■ 
phase when the embryo looks 
like a recognisable mammal, 
with toes, fingers and eyes * 
and a heart," he said. Dr. 

Weiss said the swirch occurs 
35 to 40 days into human 
gestation when the SRY 
gene, which is on the Y 
Chromosome, -turns on and 
another gene, called MIS, 
works to remove the female 
parts of the original embryo. 
Solving the puzzle of molecu- 
lar transformations may 
answer questions about other 
basic cellular changes, such 
as the development of can- 
cer, Dr. Weiss said. Sex de- 
termination in mammals 
stems from the X or Y 
Chromosome of the sperm 
that fertilises the egg. The Y 
Chromosome is the male ele- 
ment that carries the SRY 
gene. 

Veicfe mayor 
calls for less talk, 
more cash 

ROME (AFP) — The mavor 
of Venice told the Italian 
government Wednesday to 
talk less and spend more to 
save his city and said it should 
make up its mind whether 
saving Venice was a question 
of national interest. "\ have 
had enough of talk about Un- 
exceptional, unique, extraor- 
dinary character of Venice 
without iinyitng aetuullv 
being done." Massimo Cac- 
ttan told a news conference 
Mr. Cacciari. who is well- 
known philosopher in lialv 
besides being may».r „r 
Venice, accused the eovem- 
ment of abandoning his e«*v 
He said that while there w a-’ 

f i. at i he formation a | level 
or rhe thousands of billions of 

IfoHfons of dollars) 
needed to save it from bcine 
swallowed by ihc sea. the S£ 
council could nor even meet 

[Jj . run ” in S expenses. He 
criticised reforms introduced 

bv the government of Silvio 
fax h^T r ? movi «S ™«nc 

wk- f l ks from eiiv 

Jfcfc h l ’“>«*• «* 

privilege but a necessity a^d 

enabled Venice to compete 
with other places in ltalv .md 

l° T lhv FA* 1 

>ears Venice has been losing 
population. In iw"* ;» k 
75,000 inhabitants but fore- 

titere 1 w?in£! by , the - vcaf 

there will be only 60.0UU neo- i 

P c hyrngjn its historic cen- ^ 

h n Caocillri 5a ‘d that the 
oty had costed its needs (or 

the years 1995 to 1997 at 665 

billion l, re ($410 million) ' 











